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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RoBERT M. SMITH, of Bal-
timore, in the county of Baltimore and State of
Maryland, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Beer.or Spirit-Package Revenue-
. Stamp Protector; and I do hereby declare the

following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing making a part of this spec-
ification, in which—

Figure 1is a top view of my invention as it
appears when in use on a barrel, and Fig. 3 is a
detail view. Fig. 21is a similar view as it ap-
pears when open for inspection.

Referring to the drawing, a is a section of any
part of a barrel or package containing beer or
spirits; b, a sheet-metal frame which may be of
any suitable form, tacked upon the outside of
the package; ¢, a sheet-metal plate hinged or
otherwise attached at one end to the frame b, and
large enough to cover the space inclosed by the
frame b; d 1s a revenue-stamp stuck on the pack-
ageinsideofthe frameb,and consequently covered
by the plate ¢ when the latter is turned down.
The plate ¢ protects the stamp from defacement
by exposure to the weather, from injury by.con-
tact with hard substances, from gnawing by ani-

mals, &c. The frame b is provided with struck-
up lips e, the object of which when turned down
is to fasten the plate down upon the stamp, and
when turned up, asthey may readily be by bending
them, to expose the stamp to view for inspection.
The lips, instead of being struck upfrom themetal
frame, may be made of sheet-brass or other suita-
ble metal, and fastened to the frame by solder,
or by each being put through a slot in the frame
and having its bottom edge bent under the frame.
But I do not wish to confine myself to the par-

‘ticular means described for fastening the hinged

cover, as it is obvious that other and perhaps
equally effective means may be used without de-
parting from my invention. The plate or hinged
cover may be perforated, if preferred; so as to
show parts of the stamwp without raising.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, ig—

The beer or spirit-package revenue-stamp pro-
tector, substantially as herein described.

ROBERT M. SMITH.,

Witnesses:
SoroN C. KEMON,

THOS8. D. D. OURAND. (54)




