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To all whom it may concern: “

Be it known that I, JoEN A. ExNog, of Pea-
body, in the county of Essex and Stateof Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a new and valuable

Improvement in Machines for Stuffing Leather;-

and I do hereby declare that the following s
a full, clear, and exact description of the con-
struction and operation of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings making a
part of this specification,and to the letters and
figures of reference marked thereon, '

Figure 1 of the drawing is a representation
of a vertical longitudinal seetion of my device
for stuffing leather. Tig.2 is a horizontal sec-
tion "of the same. TFig. 3 is a vertical trans-
verse section of the same.

This invention has relation to a process
of treating leather known in the art as stuff:
ing, which process consists in forcing fatty
matter into the body of the leather for the
purpose of softening and rendering the skins
pliant or supple. The nature of my inven-
tion consists in subjecting the leather, after it
has been smeared with fatty matter, to the
actionof a heated atmosphere in a close cham-
ber, in which chamber the Leat is retained by
means of non-conducting walls, the heat being
applied in the chamler by means of coils of
pipes through which heated air or steam is
forced, which coils. are arranged above and
below one or more removable racks on which
the skins are placed, as will be hereinafter
more fully explained. :

The following is a description of my im-
provement.

In the annexed drawings, A represeuts a
chest in which the skins are stufted. This
chest is preferably rectangular in form, and
its walls are double,with an air-space, a, be-
tween them for the purpose of preventing a
rapid radiation of heat. " To still further pre-
vent this radiation, I cover the sides, bottom,
top, and ends of the chest with felt, b, or some
otlier suitable poor conductor of heat, which
felt will be secured in place by straps, nails,
or other convenient means. Inside of this
chest I arrange heating-coils B B, which will
be supplied with heated 'air or steam, so as
to maintain within the chest a temperature
of about 160° Fahrenheit. Between the coils
B B; and supported on ledges, is a horizontal

rack, C, which rack is removable, when a door,
D, at the end of the chest is opened.

If desirable several removable racks may
be employed, having heating-coils arranged
between them. It is on these racks C that
the hides are placed during the process of
stuffing them.

After the skins are prepared for stuffing,
and the fatty matter is smeared over their
surfaces, they are iung up to dry, where they
remain a sufficient length of time for the
leather to absorb the fluid portions of the
fatty matter. The more solid portions of the
fat will remain on the surfaces of the skins,
and it is this fat (tallow) which I force into
the body of the leather by subjecting the
skins to a heated atmosphere in the tightly-
closed chest A, above described.  The skins
are allowed to remain in the chest for about
one minute, at the expiration of which time
they can be quickly removed from. the chest
by drawing out the racks C. I thus avoid
any liability of burning or otherwise injuring
the leather; at the same time I am enabled
to perform the stuffing process with great ra-
pidity and more pertectly than can be done
under the old process of treating the hides in
large apartments. I am also able to stuff the
skins whether they be wet or dry.

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The process of stuffing hides, consisting
in smearing them with fatty substances and
subjecting- them to the action of heat in a
stationary chest at a temperature of about
160° Fahrenheit, substantially as described.

2. In a hide-stuffing macline, the chest A,
having non-radiating walls, in combination
with heaters B and one or more removable
racks, C, substantially as described.

3. The felt covering, in combination with
the double wall-chest A, one or more heaters
B, and one or more removable racks, C, as and
{for the purpose set forth. ‘

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

JOHN A. ENOS.

Witnesses: ‘

GEORGE E. UrHAYM,
RoBERT EVERETT.



