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To all, whom, it mility concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES P. FEGAN, of 

Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Line 
or Cord Fasteners, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in cord-fasteners; and it con 
sists in the novel features of construction 
and relative arrangement of parts hereinafter 
fully described in the specification, clearly 
illustrated in the drawings, and particularly 
pointed out in the claim. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
sheet of drawings, forming a part of this ap 
plication, in which like characters indicate 
like parts wherever they occur. 

Figure 1 represents in side elevation a cord 
fasteller constructed in accordance with my 
invention. Fig. 2 represents a front elevation 
of the same. Fig. 3 represents a view similar 
to Fig. 1 with the grip shown in a different 
position. Fig. 4 represents a vertical sec 
tional view on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 
represents a top plan view of the construc 
tion shown in Fig. 1, the parts in dottedline 
showing the positions in which the fastener 
may be strung upon its pivot. 

Referring now to the drawings, in the em 
bodiment of my invention therein shown and 
selected by me for the purpose of illustrating 
my invention, Cl, represents a bed-plate se 
cured by screws a' to any desired support. 
This bed-plate is provided with two aper 
tured ears a, arranged in line. 

b represents a casting provided with aper 
tured ears b', adapted to be placed upon the 
ears Ct and pivoted to said ears by means of 
a bolt b°. These ears form a continuation of 
a web-shaped portion b, which at the side 
opposite the ears b' is formed with an angul 
lar extension b, arranged to carry a bolt or 
pivot-pin b, on which is pivoted the lever 
or grip f, preferably at such a point as to 
give the arms of the grip a ratio of two to 
one, respectively, the longer armf' being at 
the top and the shorter arm f' being at the 
bottom. The end of the long arm f is fork 
shaped, provided with two fingers f, between 
which a cord or rope ac is adapted to rest. 

brepresents a downwardly-projecting part 
of the casting b, constructed to form an anvil 
or jaw, against which the cord a is forced by 
the jaw if on the arm f°, and between which 
jaws the said cord is held, the cord lying on 
the inside of the grip f. The end of the arm 
f*I may form in several Ways, depending on 
the use to which the holder is to be put. 

In Figs. 1 to 5 the lower extremity of the 
arm f° is shown as hook-shaped, the portion 
of the arm comprising the hook.f. extending 
inward toward the jaw b, then outward from 
the plane of the casting b, thence rearwardly, 
away from the jaw b°, and upwardly, thus 
forming a space f", having a relatively con 
tracted mouth f on the same side of the 
holder as the web portion b of the casting b. 

Referring to Figs. 2 and 4 it will be seen 
that the cord a lying in this space f cannot 
be accidentally drawn out of the jaws f by 
a lateral pull, since the hook.f. prevents its 
coming out of the open side of the jaw, while 
if pulled to the right in Fig. 2 it would 
strike the web-shaped portion b of the cast 
ing b, thus making it impossible to release 
the cord from the jaw unless it is first lifted 
out of the hook through the openingf. This 
feature of my holder makes it especially de 
sirable for hammocks, since it prevents any 
liability of the dropping of the hammock by 
reason of the cord being accidentally dis 
placed from the jaw. 
As illustrated, the end ac' of the rope or cord 

is presumed to be the part of the cord to which 
the load is connected, while the end ac' is the 
free end thereof. In Fig. 1 the cord is shown 
in its inoperative position while the end of 
the cordais being drawn downward. When, 
however, the cord is sufficiently adjusted, the 
end ac of the cord is released and the weight 
upon the end ac' will draw the long armf of the 
lever outward, thus gripping the cord a be 
tween the jaws f b or if a., according to 
the construction used. The pressure of the 
jaws upon the rope or cord will depend upon 
the length of the lever-arms, which may be 
varied as desired; but, as above stated, I 
have found for all practical purposes the ratio 
of 2 to 1 the most advantageous. As long as 
the parts remain in the position shown in Fig. 
4, it is impossible for the end a' of the rope 
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to be pulled from the end ac', since the greater 
the load at this end the greater will be the 
pressure exerted upon the cord by the jaws. 
If it is desired to shorten the end a: of the 
rope or cord, all that is necessary is to pull 
upon the end ac'. The cord sliding between 
the fingers f and through the hook.f. is pre 
vented from slipping from said hook by the 
side of said hook, and also by the web b”. 
After the end a' of the cord has been adjust 
ed and the cord gripped, as shown in Fig. 4, 
the loose end of the rope as may be passed 
outward, then upward and outward between 
the fingel's f', and then continued off in an 
other direction. After the second tulla of the 
cord has passed out of the finger f' as much 
strain can be put upon it as desired, since it, 
Will then effect the grip in the same manner 
as the first cord. I am thus enabled to suc 
cessfully string the line from one hook to 
anothel'. 

IIaving thus explained the nature of my in 
vention and described a Way of constructing 
and using the same, though without attempt 
ing to set forth all of the forms in which it 
may be made or all of the modes of its use, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letter's 
Patent, is 
A cord, or line fastene]', comprising in its 

construction a bed-plate formed with ears, a 
casting pivotally secured to said ears, said 
casting at its free end being formed with an 
--shaped extension b, and also formed with 

a jaw l) below said extension, and adjacent 
the pivotal support of the casting, a lever 
pivoted in said L-shaped extension, and pro 
vided on one arm. With a jaw adapted to coöp 
erate with the jaw b, the upper arm of said 
lever being formed with a fork, the lower arm 
of said lever being formed with a corkscrew 
shaped finger, the opening to which is toward 
the casting, whereby the accidental removal of 
the cord from between the jaws is prevented. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses, this 7th day of 
January, A. D. 1896. 

JAMES P. FEGAN. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM QUIN BY, 
A. D. IIARRISON. 
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