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1. 
The present invention relates to new and use 

ful improvements in articles of furniture and 
more particularly to a portable table adapted pri 
marily for use in hospitals or by bedridden per 
Sons for the purpose of providing a table which 
will bridge the bed and provide a convenient slip 
port for food trays and other articles needed in 
the care and comfort of the sick as well as to pro 
vide a writing table. 
An important object of the present invention is 

to provide a bed table including means for ad 
justing the table longitudinally for conveniently 
straddling or bridging a bed or for collapsing into 
a compact form when not in use as a bed table 
and also embodying a construction whereby the 
device may be used as a desk or table. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device of this character of simple and practical 
construction, which is neat and attractive in ap 
pearance, strong and durable in use, and other 
wise well adapted for the purposes for which the 
same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings forming 
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the de 
vice in use as a bed table. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged transverse sectional 
view showing the table top supported in a slide 
position for use as a reading table. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view. 
Figure 4 is a plan view of one of the longitu 

dinal frame members of the table with the table 
top removed. 

Figure 5 is a longitudinal sectional view. 
Figure 6 is an enlarged sectional view of one of 

the adjustable legs taken on a line 6-6 of 
Figure 5. . 

Figure 7 is a view in elevation of the upper por 
tion of one of the adjustable legs. 

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken on a line 8-8 
of Figure 7, and 

Figure 9 is a view in elevation of the lower end 
of the legs at one side of the table. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, where 
in for the purpose of illustration I have disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of the invention the 
numeral 5 designates a pair of U-shaped leg 
members constructed of lightweight metal tubing 
and in the upper ends of which leg extensions 6 
are received for vertical adjustment and Secured 
in vertically adjusted positions by means of pins 
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7 inserted transversely through the upper ends of 
the legs 5 and through vertically spaced openings 
8 in the leg extensions 6. 
The upper ends of the extensions 6 are threaded 

into the lower downturncod ends 9 of longitudinal 
frame members which project inwardly at the 
front and rear of the table. The frames 8 are 
slidably received in the ends of front and rear 
tubes and 2 which are secured to the under 
side of a table top designated generally at 3 by 
means of collars 4 having flanges 5 secured to 
the underside of the table top. 
The front and rear sleeves and 2 are formed 

with longitudinally extending slots is through 
which set screws 7 project for sliding movement 
in the slots, the set screws being threaded in the 
frames 0, said Screws functioning as stops to 
limit the outward adjusting movement of the 
frames 0 in the sleeves. 
The table top S includes a lower plate 8 and 

an upper plate 9, the plate 9 being hingedly 
connected to the lower plate 8 along one longi 
tudinal edge by a conventional form of hinge 
structure 20 whereby the upper plate 9 may be 
swung vertically into an upwardly inclined posi 
tion as shown in Figure 2 of the drawings. The 
underside of the plate 9 is formed with a plural 
ity of notches 2 adapted for selectively receiv 
ing the free end of a prop 22 hinged at its other 
end as indicated at 23 to the rear edge of the 
bottom plate 3. The front edge of the plate f 9 
is formed with an upstanding flange 24 to pro 
vide a rest for articles when the upper plate 9 
is in its raised position. 
Front and rear longitudinal plates 25 and 26 

are Secured to the front and rear edges respec 
tively of the table top 3 to extend downwardly 
therefrom to form front and rear skirts for the 
table top and side plates 2 are Secured to the 
downturned ends 9 of the frames to likewise 
form skirts at the side edges of the table top 
when the legs 5 are moved inwardly as shown 
by the full lines in Figure 3 of the drawings. 
When the legs 5 are moved into their inward po 
sition the table may thus be used as an article of 
furniture in a room, such as a writing desk or 
table and when it is desired to use the table as an 
over-the-bed table the legs 5 are moved outward 
ly into a position to straddle or bridge a bed 28 
as shown in Figure 1. The side or end plates 27 
may then be used as a towel rack for the table. 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the 
construction, operation and advantages of the 
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device will be quite apparent to those skilled in 
this art. A more detailed description is accord 
ingly deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and the scope of the appended claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A bed table comprising a substantially flat 

elongated panel of a length less than the width 
of a bed, a pair of tubular guides fixed to the 
panel, a pair of substantially L-shaped members 
asSociated with each of the guides, the longer 
legs of said L-shaped members being slidably re 
ceived in said guides and Supporting laterally 
projecting fasteners, said guides having longitudi 
nal slots receiving said fasteners, tubular exten 
sions detachably secured to the shorter legs of 
said L-shaped members and having a plurality 
of longitudinally spaced apertures, a pair of U 
shaped supports having terminal Sockets slidably 
receiving the extensions, locking members re 
movably carried by said Supports and position 
able in selected of the apertures in Said ex 
tensions for vertical adjustment of the panel, 
forward and rear skirt forming memberS. Secured 
to, and depending from the panel, and side Skirt 
forming members fixed to the shorter legs of said 
L-shaped members abutting the ends of Said for 
ward and rear skirt forming members, when the 
l-shaped members are in contracted position and 
forming article racks. When the L-shaped men 
bers are in extended position. 

2. A bed table comprising a table top, a pair of 
guides secured to the undersurface of Said table 
top, a pair of L-shaped members carried by each 
of said guides, the longer legs of Said members be 
ing slidably received in said guides and the short 
er legs of said members depending from the 
guides, a pair of side walls. fixed to the shorter 
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4. 
legs of Said members, and a pair of U-shaped side 
members adjustably connected to the shorter legs 
of said L-shaped members. 

3. A bed table comprising a table top, a pair of 
guides secured to the undersurface of Said table 
top, a pair of L-shaped members carried by each 
of Said guides, the longer legs of Said members 
being slidably received in said guides and the 
shorter legs of said members depending from the 
guides, a pair of side walls fixed to, the shorter 
legs of said members, a pair of U-shaped side 
members, posts detachably secured to the shorter 
legs of said L-shaped members, Said side mem 
bers slidably supporting Said postS, and means 
adjustably securing said posts to said side mem 
bers for vertically adjusting the table top. 

HELEN. E. HEUSER. 
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