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1

This invention relates to an amusement toy
and is particularly adapted to be used in con-
junction with a Christmas tree to give the effect
of Santa Claus and his reindeer traveling over a
miniature village to thereby enhance the enjoy-
ment of Christmas by the realistic picture thus
obtained.

An object of the invention is to provide means
that will enable the device o travel in upward
and downward motion, and at different vertical
levels while still remaining in upright position
at all times, thus simulating the undulating mo-
tion of reindeer drawing a sleigh.

A further object of the invention is to enable
the mechanical parts to be hidden so that the
movement of the device will be realistic in that
no means for actuating same is visible.

And another object of the invention is to en-
able the device to be placed below a Christmas
tree and within the confines of a toy village, with
jts mechanical parts hidden so that the move-
ment of the sleigh and reindeer appears more
realistic while permitting other objects and items
to be added and yet not interfering with the nor-
mal use of the tree and display but enhancing
the Christmas illusion.

And yet another object of the invention is to
provide means for obtaining an undulating mo-
tion in an amusement device which is simple to
manufacture, economical in cost, readily oper-
able, and durable in construction.

Other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent during the course of the following de-
seription.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of this specification, and wherein like charac-
ters of reference denote like parts throughout,

Figure 1 is a plan view of the amusement toy;

Figure 2 is a partial side elevation of the toy;

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view taken on
lines 3—38 of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view as taken
substantially on the line 4—4 of Figure 3;

Pigure 5 is a vertical view of the end sprocket
wheel and the means for mounting same; and

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the conveyor
used to ecarry the toy.

Referring to the figures, the present invention
is indicated generally by numeral {8 and con-
sists of Santa Claus {2 seated in a sleigh {4 and
driven by reindeer (6. Reindeer {6 are eight in
number, as is usual with pictures depicting Santa
Claus being drawn in his sleigh and delivering
his toys 18. Reindeer (6 and sleigh 14 are sus-
pended from the conveyor means 20 by suitable
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2 N
transparent wires or strands 22 which are very
fine in construction so that they are barely vis-
ible when in use.

In order to obtain the undulating motion de-
sired, the conveyor 2@ is trained abouf a pair of
large end sprocket wheels 24 and 26 which are
spaced a distance equivalent to that the sleigh
and reindeer are to travel. Sprocket gear wheel
24 is mounted on an end stand 28 which in-
cludes a base 36 supporting integrally therewith
a bottom section of a vertical support 32 to
which is attached by suitable clamping means 34
the sprocket gear 24. Support 32 is made in
two sections, in telescopic arrangement, and in-
cludes a retaining collar 36 in which a clamping
wing nut screw 38 is threadedly engaged for re-
tention of the standard in a selected position.
An adjustable end standard 3¢ of similar struc-
ture is provided as is a centrally located, verti-
cally adjustable standard 49. The frame 42 is
welded at its opposite ends fo the end standards
30 and 39 and is additionally supported by cen-
tral standard 60. 'The frame 42 comprises a pair
of spaced rails forming a semi-circular mounting
for sprocket mounting rods or carriers 44 which
are welded or otherwise secured to the frame ab
various different levels of both horizontal and
vertical positions in staggered relationship.
sprocket wheels 46 of somewhat smaller diameter
than sprocket wheels 24 and 26 are retained on
the ends of the carriers 44. Tt is to be noted that
rods 44 are placed at various angles of elevation
so that in the travel of sleigh 14 and the rein-
deer 16, they will assume a low position at ap-
proximately the center of the toy, rising to an
elevated height at either extremity and pro-
viding an undulating motion.

Conveyor 20 is formed from links of a ladder
type which are U-shaped in design, the lateral
arms 50 thereof terminating in vertically turned
rings 52 to receive the transverse connecting
arms 54 of the next succeeding link in the con-
veyor. A plurality of adapter rings 56, to which
strands 22 are secured, are attached to selected
1inks and provide the means for suspending the
sled and reindeer for travel with the conveyor.

A motor 58 of conventional design (Figures 3
and 4), in suitable connection with a gear re-
duction assembly 60, is enclosed in & housing 62
secured by means of locking bolts 64 to a sup-
porting plate 56 retained on frame 42 at one end
thereof by bolts 8. Secured to the end of the
drive shaft 18 of the motor 58 is the sprocket
wheel 26. Thus, sprocket wheel 26 is the drive
sprocket for the conveyor 20.
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Frame 82 1s sectional in construction and is
joined together by couplings 76 and are re-
tained in position by wing nuts 74, It is, there-
fore, apparent that the frame 42 may be laterally
adjusted to increase the tension of convevor 48
whenever necessary in order to insure efficient
operation of the device.

Framework 42 as well as the rest of the device
can be camouflaged with artificial pine branches
or a plastic canopy of such design and color as
will blend with the Christmas tree itself and the
arcuate shape thereof is such that it may readily
be placed beneath the Christmas tree branches
and within the confines of g village in miniature
that may have been set up under the tree. A
remarkable illusion of a driven team of reindeer
and guided by Santa Claus himself is thus
obtained.

While a preferred embodiment of the invention
has been shown and described, it is to be under-
stood that various changes in size, shape and
arrangement of parts may be made without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention or the
scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, what
claimed as new is:

1. A toy comprising a frame, driven means se-
cured to the ends of said frame, a conveyor
trained around said driven -means, conveyor
guide means secured to said frame and engaging

is

10

15

20

30

4
said conveyor, said conveyor guide means includ-
ing laterally spaced carrier rods bent at different
angles to vertically stagger the ends thereof, and
means to drive said conveyor.

2. A toy comprising a laterally adjustable
semi-circular frame, sprocket wheels secured to
the ends of said frame, said sprocket wheels being
vertically supported by adjustable standards,
said frame being supported by an intermediate
adjustable standard medial of said end sprockets,
other sprocket wheels mounted on the ends of
carrier rods secured to said frame, said carrier
rods being laterally spaced and bent at different
angles to vertically stagger the ends thereof, a
conveyor trained around said end sprockets and
said other sprockets and means engaging one of
said end sprockets for actuation of said toy.
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