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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a cardboard
box and to a method for producing it.
[0002] It is known that boxes intended particularly but
not exclusively for cosmetic products are currently com-
mercially available which have a mirror applied to the
surface of the lid that is designed to face the inside of the
box.
[0003] In this way, when the user opens the lid in order
to access the contents of the box, he can use the mirror.
[0004] Currently known boxes provided with a mirror
are produced by using fine materials, and the cost of the
application of the mirror is absorbed without problems
within the total cost of the product, but in a box made of
cardboard the presence of an applied mirror would entail
an unacceptable cost increase.
[0005] The aim of the present invention is to devise a
cardboard box and a method for obtaining it which have
a low cost though allowing the user to view himself in the
mirror after opening the lid.
[0006] The proposed aim is achieved by a cardboard
box, according to the invention, characterized in that it is
made of cardboard in which the surface that lies inside
the box is reflective.
[0007] A method for obtaining the box according to the
invention is characterized in that it comprises the steps of:

- transferring onto a smooth surface of a cardboard
sheet from a lacquered film;

- transferring onto said surface from a metallized film;
- die-cutting and folding the sheet prepared in the pre-

ceding steps.

[0008] Further characteristics and advantages of the
invention will become better apparent from the descrip-
tion of a preferred but not exclusive embodiment of the
invention, illustrated by way of non-limiting example in
the accompanying drawings, wherein the only figure is a
view of box in the open condition.
[0009] With reference to the figure, the reference nu-
merals 1 and 2 designate respectively the container and
the lid of the box according to the invention, which is
provided by working on a sheet of cardboard in which
the surface that is intended to form the inside 1a of the
container and 2a of the lid is reflective, while the other
surface is opaque.
[0010] At the internal surface of the lid there is also a
colored border 2b, which can assume for example the
same coloring as the outer surface of the thin card and
frames the surface 2a so as to give the feeling of a true
applied mirror.
[0011] A method for obtaining the described box com-
prises a first step, which is provided in a per se known
manner by working with a normally- used machine, for
transfer onto a surface of a sheet of cardboard, treated
so as to be particularly smooth, from a lacquered plastic
film.

[0012] The extremely thin layer of lacquering that is
deposited from the film onto the surface of the cardboard
constitutes the optimum preparation for performing the
second step, which consists in a transfer, again obtained
in a known manner, onto the previously treated surface,
from a metallized plastic film; the film thus deposited is
the film that provides the sought reflective effect.
[0013] The presence of the border 2b is obtained with
a third step of the method, which consists in transferring,
again in a known manner, said border from a colored
plastic film so as to superimpose it on the previously pro-
vided reflective surface.
[0014] Conventional steps for die-cutting and folding
the sheet obtained in the preceding steps lead to the
obtainment of the box.
[0015] Obviously the box can have any shape and di-
mensions, and it is noted that the invention has charac-
teristics of very low cost and is suitable for obtaining dec-
orations of any kind on the reflective surface.
[0016] The described invention is susceptible of nu-
merous modifications and variations, all of which are
within the scope of the appended claims: thus, for exam-
ple, the box can have any kind of decorations, or even
have no decorations, on its reflective internal surface.
[0017] In turn, the method might not comprise the first
step of transfer from a lacquered film, starting directly
with the step for transfer from a metallized film.
[0018] A per se known printing step can be introduced
in the method if the outer surface of the box provides for
the presence of lettering or pictures.
[0019] The disclosures in Italian Patent Application No.
MN2004A000018 from which this application claims pri-
ority are incorporated herein by reference.
[0020] Where technical features mentioned in any
claim are followed by reference signs, those reference
signs have been included for the sole purpose of increas-
ing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly, such
reference signs do not have any limiting effect on the
interpretation of each element identified by way of exam-
ple by such reference signs.

Claims

1. A cardboard box (1), characterized in that it is
formed by means of cardboard in which the surface
(1a,2a) that lies inside the box (1) is reflective.

2. The box according to claim 1, characterized in that
it comprises colored decorations on the reflective in-
ternal surface.

3. A method for obtaining a cardboard box according
to one or more of the preceding claims, character-
ized in that it comprises the steps of:

- transferring onto a smooth surface of a card-
board sheet from a metallized film;
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- die-cutting and folding the sheet prepared in
the preceding step.

4. A method for obtaining a box according to claims 1
and 2, characterized in that it further comprises the
steps of:

- transferring onto a smooth surface of a sheet
of cardboard from a lacquered film;
- transferring onto said surface from a metallized
film;
- die-cutting and folding the sheet prepared in
the preceding steps.

5. A method for obtaining a box according to claims 1
and 2, characterized in that it further comprises the
steps of:

- transferring onto a smooth surface of a sheet
of cardboard from a lacquered film;
- transferring onto said surface from a metallized
film;
- transferring onto said surface from a colored
film of decorations that cover said surface only
partially;
- die-cutting and folding the sheet prepared in
the preceding steps.
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