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(57) Abstract: Absorption of light passing
through an object to be measured is examined. A
pulse laser beam is emitted from a laser light
source, and the pulse laser beam passing through
the object is received to generate a light-reception
signal. A rectangular pulse is generated at the
timing when the level of the light-reception signal
crosses a predetermined threshold level and sup-
plied to the laser light source as a drive pulse to
emit a pulse laser beam. Thus, emission of a

(e pulse laser beam is repeated. The timings at
which the rectangular pulses are generated are de-
layed because of the decrease of the intensity of
the pulse laser beam due to the absorption, and
the total delay time of the timings is determined.
By using the total delay time, the absorption of
light is examined.
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