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To all whom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, HENRY M. RosE, of 

Waterman, in the county of De Kalb and 
State of Illinois, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Barbed-Wire Fence, 
of which the following is a full and complete 
description, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, making a part of this speci 
fication, in which-- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the 
wire with barbs attached. Fig.2 is a cross 
section of the wire. 
The object of my invention consists in com 

bining With a polygonal-shaped wire a barb, 
Constructed in such a manner that it will not 
be liable to change its position on the wire, 
and less liable to fracture than if the spirals 
were wound close together when being put 
upon the main wire. It is also less liable to 
retain moisture between the barb and wire, thereby increasing its durability, as will be 
hereinafter more fully described. 
A is a polygonal wire, having four or more 

sides, preferably made so as to have four flat 
and four curved sides, the flat and curved 
sides alternating with each other, so that it 
has the appearance of having been a round 
Wire, of which a portion of its surface has 
been compressed or flattened, producing the 
alternate flat sides. 
The Wire may be made in the form above 

described, either by drawing it through a die 
of the polygonal form, or bypassing a round 
wire between two or more rollers, so adjusted 
as to produce the desired form. 

B is a wire barb, wound spirally around the 
wire A, and made to conform thereto, so as to 
prevent the barb from turning or twisting 
upon the Wire A. 
In winding the barb upon the wire A, as 

above set forth, each turn of the spiral is 
placed at a distance of one-fourth of an inch, 
more or less, from the one which precedes or 
succeeds it, in order to give the barb a greater. 
lateral bearing, thus preventing any swaying 
or swinging motion that the barb would have 
if the spirals were made without any space be-, 
tween the threads, and likewise diminishing . 
the liability of the barb to turn or shift its po 
Sition in any manner on the Wire A. 
The barb B is also well adapted to be used 

on a round Wire, the length of its bearing giv 
ing it a greater stability on the wire than if 
the spirals were Wound close together. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and useful, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent 

1. The combination of barbs with a wire of 
a polygonal form, for the purposes set forth. 

2. In combination with a fence-wire, the 
barbs B, wound spirally thereon, each turn or 
coil of the spiral being separated from the 
one which precedes or succeeds it, substan 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

HENRY M. ROSE. 
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