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This invention relates to handbags and more 
particularly that type of handbag which com 
prises an appropriate bag body exteriorly dec 
orated with pieces or strips of wood, piastic, or 
other suitable material. 
Bags of this general type have heretofore been 

widely used and in such prior bags the decorative 
elements have been almost uniformly secured 
in position on the exterior of the bag by means 
of cords or tapes which are threaded through 
the decorative elements and secured to the bag 
body by Sewing, staples, or the like. 
The primary object of the present invention 

is to provide a bag of this general type wherein 
the decorative elements may be interfitted with 
one another in such manner that they are, by 
Virtue of such interfitting, maintained in as 
sembled relation with respect to one another and 
also with respect to the frame of the bag, al 
though in Some cases, it is possible, as will here 
inafter be more fully described, to employ in 
terfitting groups of elements assembled as units 
and the units thereafter connected by tapes. In 
this Way certain of the advantages of this in 
vention may be obtained while still employing 
tapes although preferably the bag of this in 
Wention entirely eliminates the use of tapes. 
Another object is to eliminate insecure and un 

satisfactory tapes which must be laboriously at 
tached and which are usually either too tight 
Or too loose and a further object of the invention 
is the elimination of breakage of cords or tapes 
caused by the friction of the decorative parts 
against the connecting cords or tapes. 
Speaking generally, the decorative elements 

are preferably made of regular form and are 
provided along their edges with either or both 
male or female joints, the male joint being in the 
form of a tongue With a cylindrical head and a 
reduced shank and the female joint being of the 
form of a groove with a cylindrical base and a 
constricted mouth. The tongue and groove joints 
are complementary to one another, so that the 
joints of adjacent elements may be interfitted 
to secure the elements together without the use 
of tapes or any other eXtraneous means. Like 
Wise the frame of the bag may be provided with 
male or female joint elements of similar chair 
acter, so arranged as to cooperate With the con 
plementary joints of the assembled decorative 
elements and, by the interfitting of these parts, 
the complete decoration may be secured to the 
bag frame without necessitating any extraneous 
attaching devices, as will hereinafter be more 
fully explained, 
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Features of the invention, other than those 

adverted to, will be apparent from the herein 
after detailed description and claim, when read 
in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
igs, 

The accompanying drawings illustrate differ 
ent practical embodiments of the invention, but 
te COinStructions therein ShoWn i are to be Under 
stood as illustrative, only, and not as defining the 
limits of the invention. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bag em 
bodying the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a fragmental Section perspective 
view on an enlarged scale taken on the line 2-2 
of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 shows a modified form of joint, con 
nection between decorative elements. 

Figure 4 shows decorative elements of different 
Shape thair a those illustrated in Figuire 1. 

Figure 5 is a front elevation of One of the dec 
orative elements of the structure of Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a section on the line 6-6 of Fig 
Tre 5. 

Figure 7 is a section on the line --- of Fig 
ure 5. 
Figure 8 is a fragmental view of decorative 

elenerats Wherein the type of elements shown in 
both of Figures 1 and 4 are associated with one 
another in the assembly. 

Figures 9 and 10 are central Sections taken 
parallel to the plane of the outer Surface of the 
decoration, showing different Ways Of Securing 
the elements in interfitting relation. 

Figure 1. Shows a modified form of the in 
Vention. Wherein certain features of the inven 
tion aire employed to assemble a plurality of ele 
ments into units and the units thereafter con 
nected together by tapes or cords. 
Referring first to Figures 1 and 2, Í designates 

two border strips, which may, if desired, be 
frane pieces of the bag body. These strips are 
shown as provided with catch members 2 of any 
conventional kind, such as slide fasteners, throw 
OVer locks, snap fasteners, drawstrings, or the 
like, for the purpose of securing the bag in closed 
position. The border strips are secured to the 
bag body 3, shown as consisting of a lining, 
Which may be provided at its opposite ends with 
gussets 3a. The particular shape or design of 
the bag body is not important as any appropriate 
backing will suffice. 

Reference character 4 indicates a plurality of 
like decorative elements, shown as elongated 
strips of a substantially rectangular form, al 
though other shapes may be used. These strips 
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may be of any appropriate thickness and shape 
and each is provided along each of its opposite 
longitudinal edges With a joint. 
As shown in Figures 1 and 2, one edge of each 

Strip has formed therein a groove 5 having a 
cylindrical base and a constricted mouth. Along 
the opposite longitudinal edge of each strip is 
formed an elongated tongue 6 With a cylindrical 
head and a reduced shank. The cylindrical head 
of the tongue is substantially the same size as the 
cylindrical base of the groove, so that the tongue 
and groove of two adjacent strips may be slipped 
into interfittting relation by relative longitudinal 
movement between the strips, but the Shank of 
the tongue is made sufficiently long as to space 
the shoulders, laterally of the joints, slightly 
apart to permit of proper articulation between 
the Strips. - 
One of the border strips is provided with a 

tongue 6a corresponding to the tongues 6, while 
the other border strip is provided with a groove 
5 a corresponding to the grooves 5. By virtue of 
the tongues and grooves on the strips and 4, 
it is possible to assemble a succession of deco 
rative strips 4 in edge to edge interlocked rela 
tion by relative longitudinal movement between 
these Strips and to also secure the thus assembled 
Strips to the border strips , in such manner as 
to closely embrace the bag body 3 and form an 
exterior decoration thereover. 

If desired, the strips 4 may be provided with 
appropriate serforations through which 
Stitches, Staples, rivets, or the like locking means 
may be passed through the lining and thus pre 
clude relative longitudinal movement between 
the Strips which might result in their ends be 
Coning Out of allinement. In practice, however, 
these locking means are not necessary as the 
Strips may be formed with locking members, such, 
for example, as shown in Figs. 9 and 10 and here 
inafter more fully described, serving to lock the 
strips and the frame pieces against longitu 
dinal shifting, when once properly assembled 
With rSpect to one another. 
In the construction of Figures 1 and 2, the 

decorative elements 4 are shown as provided on 
their opposite edges with male and female inter 
fitting tongue and groove joints. It is within 
the purview of this invention, however, to make 
the joints of both edges of each strip either male 
or female. As shown in Figure 3, where both 
edges are female, it is necessary to introduce a 
dumb bell shaped key 6b between the edges of 
adjacent strips. If the joints of said strips were 
of male character, the key 66 would in such event 
Constitute, in effect, a duplex female member 
Serving to join contiguous edges of the strips to 
one another. 

In Figures 1, 2 and 3, the strips 4 are shown as 
extending the full length of the bag, but if de 
Sired, these strips may be divided longitudinally 
into Shorter lengths, such as the squares 4a, shown 
in Figures 4-7. In this showing each square 4a, 
is provided along two of its adjacent edges with 
tongues 6 and along the other two of its ad 
jacent edges with grooves 5, formed in exactly 
the same manner as described with respect to 
Figures 1 and 2, although in practice they may 
be constituted as explained with respect to Fig 
ure 3. 
With the form of the invention shown in Fig 

tres 4-6, appropriate lengths or rows of the sev 
eral decorative elements 4d are preferably assemi 
bled as units and thereafter each row, as a unit, 
is longitudinally slid into interfitting relation with 
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4. 
the next row to build up the complete surface 
decoration necessary for a bag, Such as shown 
in Figure 1. One of the advantages of the struc 
ture of Figure 4 over the structure of Figure 1 
is that a greater variation in color or design may 
be obtained for the decorative elements of any 
particular row which may be of different colors, 
interSpaced with appropriate colors in the other 
OWS. 
It is also possible, in carrying out this inven 

tion, to combine the arrangements of Figs. 1 and 
4 as shown, for example, in Figure 8, where the 
Uppern OSt and l'OWermost rOW Of decorative elle 
mentS 4a are assembled with an intermediate 
Strip 4 which extends for the full length of the 
bag or for a portion of the length of the bag 
and the general horizontal arrangement shown in 
Figure 8 can be carried out in an arrangement 
Wherein the strip 4 extends vertically of the bag 
for Substantially the whole or a part of the height 
of the latter. 
When decorative elements are assembled in the 

manner described, Suitable means should be pro 
Wided to maintain the elements in assembled re 
lation, for as these elements articulate, there may 
be a tendency in Some cases for them to shift 
longitudinally of the bag and thus get out of 
alinement. In describing Figure 1. We have re 
ferred to the use of stitches, staples or rivets to 
obviate this, but in Figures 9 and 10, we have 
ShCWn means incorporated in the structure of the 
decorative elements for accomplishing this re 
Sult. 

In the showing of Figure 9, at least one of the 
tongues of each element 4a, shown in this figure, 
is provided with a somewhat springy finger 8, 
While the base of the groove is transversely cut 
a Way or notched, as indicated at 9, so that when 
the elements are assembled, the fingers 8 Will 
Spring into the transverse cut away portions 9 
and lock the elements against edgewise shifting. 
The cut away portions 9 are, however, sufficiently 
broad, in a direction normal to the faces of the 
elementS, as to permit articulation of the tongues 
Within these cut away portions or depressions 
and thus not interfere with proper articulation 
between adjacent elements. In practice each of 
the elements may be provided with these locking 
means if desired, but ordinarily only those ele 
ments at the opposite ends of the bag are so 
formed, for if the end elements are locked, no 
appreciable longitudinal shifting of any of the 
elements of the assembly can result. 

In Figure 10 another form of locking means is 
shown. Here at least one tongue of each of the 
elements 4a is provided with a transverse notch 
or depression (), while in the base of the opposite 
groove is formed a pocket f in which is posi 
tioned a locking pin or plug f2 with a spring 
(3 in back of the plug. The plug may be retracted 
While the elements are shifted into assembled re 
lation, but when assembled, the spring will force 
it into the notch 0 and lock the parts together. 
In lieu of the Spring pressed plug or pin, shown 
in Figure 10, a Small yielding rubber cylinder 
might be used for the same purpose, for such a 
Cylinder could be compressed while the elements 
are being assembled, to spring out when it comes 
into register with the cut out and thus form a lock 
which is strong enough for all practical purposes. 
These structures of Figures 9 and 10 are illus 

trative of various locking devices which we may 
use Within the purview of this invention and 
these may be employed in connection with the 
decorative elements in strip or any other form. 
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In Figures 4-11, the decorative elements have 
been shown as substantially square, but they may 
be of other shapes without departing from this 
invention. 
There is quite an advantage in the use of the 

relatively Small decorative elements described 
and it is possible and thoroughly practical to use 
a plurality of these interfitting elements, as 
shown for example in Figure 11. In this figure 
a number of rows of Such elements are inde 
pendently assembled, each of such elements be 
ing provided with straight through holes 4 and, 
after the requisite number of rows of elements 
have been assembled in accordance with this 
invention, the several rows may be strung on 
tapes S and these tapes, in turn, secured to the 
border strips or to the top margins of the bag 
body by stitches or other appropriate securing 
means, Such as are commonly employed in the 
art. Thus, it is possible to obtain novel designs 
and improved structures by employing the novel 
features of the present invention in connection 
with other elements of bag construction which 
are old. 
The advantages of interlocking decorative elle 

ments, as hereinbefore described, are many. The 
designs obtainable are almost unlimited, While 
the assembly of the elements may be carried out 
by unskilled labor and with ease and facility. 
The parts are practically indestructible under or 
dinary Wear and tear, particularly if tapes are 
not employed and the individual elements are 
Such that they may be economically and readily 
manufactured. 
The foregoing detailed description sets forth 

the invention in its preferred practical form, but 
the invention is to be understood as fully com 
mensurate With the appended claim. 
Having thus described the invention, What we 

5 

10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

6 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent is: 
A handbag comprising: a bag body secured to 

border strips extending along the Opposite Sides 
of its open top, said body having a covering of 
decorative elements successively jointed in edge 
to edge relation to one another and to said border 
strips by interlocking tongues and grooves, each 
groove having a cylindrical base and a con 
stricted mouth and each tongue having a cylin 
drical head interfitted With the base of the groove 
and a reduced shank extending through the con 
stricted mouth of the groove, and a projection 
carried by one of each two adjacent elements and 
extending into a recess in the other of Such ele 
ments to preclude edgewise sliding movement be 
tWeen them. 

ROSE JACKLER. 
DAISY H. GOLDBERG. 
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