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1. Claim. 

This invention relates to improvements in har 
nesses to be worn by workers, in orchards and 
elsewhere, for supporting pails or other recep 
tacles into which the fruit may be deposited as 
it is picked. 
One object of the invention is to provide a har 

neSS Which fits the wearer comfortably and leaves 
the arms perfectly free for the purpose of picking 
fruit. 
Another object is to provide a harness which 

Supports a receptacle at a convenient height so 
that the picker will not have to lower his or her 
hands unnecessarily when picking fruit which 
hangs as high as the head or higher. 
A further object is to provide a harness which 

is adjustable to different figures and which may 
Support the receptacle at different relative 
heights at the option of the user, such adjust 
ment both of the length and girth of said harness 
being accomplished readily by manipulation of a 
single buckle. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

from the description hereinafter given of the pre 
ferred form of the invention. 

Fig. is a front elevation of the harness as it 
appears when being worn by one engaged in 
picking fruit, as for example in a cherry orchard; 

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the harness on a some 
What larger Scale; 

Fig. 3 is an elevation of a modified form of me 
chanical fastening device for detachably holding 
a pail or other receptacle; and 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation on a larger scale of 
the lower end of one of the straps of Fig. 3 and of 
the fastening device. 
In Fig. 1, a pail O is shown, which in case 

cherries are being picked, is of moderate size and 
has the usual bail f f and bead 2 around the 
top. The pail may be detachably Secured to the 
harness in various ways. In the particular ar 
rangement shown, a pair of hooks f3, 3, depend 
from the harness in front of the Wearer and pass 
through punched openings in the pail, the bail 

hanging down as shown in Fig. 1 where it is 
Out of the Way, leaving the top of the pail com 
paratively unobstructed. 
The harness comprises essentially a pair of 

straps 4, 4', which may be made of any suitable 
material as for example heavy, woven fabric, 
called webbing. The lower front end of the straps 
are folded back on themselves and stitched at 5, 
5', at 6, 6' and at 7, 7. This provides two 

fairly large loops near the lower end of each strap 
and a smaller loop below the lowest line of stitch 
ing. The latter loop may receive a flat or sub 

(C. 224 5) 
stantially rectangular wire ring 8 of conventional 
form which supports the hook 3. 
The Straps pass over the shoulders of the 

Wearer, as for example in the Fig. 1 arrangement 
in which the harness is worn by a woman 
picker, and may cross in front of the wearer, be 
ing Stitched together at 9, whereby the weight 
of the pail and contents is supported by the 
shoulders and whereby the pressure of the front 
of the harness against the wearer is applied about 
the middle of the chest. The straps extend back 
Over the shoulders and downwardly and are 
Crossed behind the wearer's back, being stitched 
together at 20 and secured by a cross strap 2, 
Stitched at its ends to straps 4, 4 to keep them 
from pulling too far apart and to be sure that 
they Will lie flat against the wearer's back. 
The end of the strap 4 is much longer than 

the end of the strap 4, as will be apparent from 
Fig. 2. The longer end comprises a belt 22 and 
is brought down and around to the front of the 
Wearer, passing through the loops between the 
Stitchings 6, 7 in one strap and between the 
Stitchings f6, f1 in the other strap. The end of 
the strap is then passed through any suitable 
form of buckle 23, which is secured to the end of 
the strap 4' and the harness is thus adjustably 
Secured to the wearer. The belt, as shown in Fig. 
1, extends across the abdomen of the wearer in 
a fairly high position, i.e. as it passes around the 
body from front to rear, it is fairly high, under 
the arms, particularly in back, but the belt por 
tion in front cannot slide up too high on the 
Wearer because it passes through the loops pre 
viously referred to, which latter tend to be pulled 
downwardly by the bucket. With the arrange 
ment described, the pressure against the body due 
to the weight of the bucket's contents, is quite 
evenly distributed across the chest, around up 
under the arms, across the back and over the 
shoulders and is therefore very comfortable as 
Compared With other devices heretofore used. 
The buckle, as shown in Fig. 1, is arranged at 

One side although its location may be varied, 
preferably between a point at the side under the 
arm and a point near the strap 4'. In other 
Words, there is a latitude of Several inches al 
lowed. 
A convenient elevation for the pail has been 

found to be near the waistline rather than much 
IoWer. This position may be varied somewhat 
by adjusting the belt 22 and the buckle 23 and 
Such adjustment permits a change in the ef 
fective length of the shoulder straps as Well 
as providing for variations in girth in different, 
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Wearers. The pail can also be IOWered by run 
ning the belt 22 through the upper loop in each 
strap instead of through the middle one of the 
three loops, which latter is the arrangement 
shown in Fig. 2. The upper loop may be omitted, 
if desired. 
As will appear from Fig. 1, the strap fits the 

wearer in such a Way as to leave the arms en 
tirely free for picking. 
Instead of hooks passing through Openings 

punched in the pail, the harness may, if desired, 
be equipped with detachable devices to engage 
the bead at the upper end of the pail, thereby 
avoiding the necessity of providing perforations. 
In Fig. 3 the straps 25 are shown crossing each 
other in front, in the manner previously de 
scribed, and the lower end of each strap is folded 
over as shown in Fig. 4 and Stitched at 26, 27 
and 28, thereby forming three loops. Such as de 
scribed above. A belt 29 is shown passing 
through one of Said loops. Said belt may con 
stitute the lower, rear end of One of the straps 
Where the harness is of the type shown in FigS. 
1 and 2, or it may be a separate belt if such is 
permissible. In any case, the lowest loop re 
ceives the ring 30 which has swiveled to it an 
other ring 3 through which ring pass inclined 
extensions on the upper ends of Spring clamping 
arms 32, pivoted to each other at 33 and pro 

2,169,080 
vided with a spring 34 which normally holds the 
lower ends 35 together. By Squeezing the upper 
end of the device the jaws 35 at the Iower end are 
separated and Snapped over the bead 2 on the 
pail f. 
As previously stated, the harneSS as a Whole 

provides a conveniently adjustable and comfort 
able means of Supporting a pail, bucket or other 
receptacle in a position to receive the fruit which 
is being picked, without unnecessary movement 
of the arms, and it is readily adjustable for use 
either by men or Women pickerS. 

I claim: 
A supporting harness for a receptacle, Com 

prising two straps arranged to pass over the 
shoulders of the wearer, the lower front ends 
each having a fastening device loop and a strap 
carying loop therein, a mechanical fastening de 
vice secured to the fastening device loop of each 
strap, said straps crossing at the back of the 
Wearer and being brought down forwardly under 
the arms, one passing through the Strap-carrying 
loop in each of said ends and adjustably Secured 
to the other to permit lengthening or shortening 
of the harness as a whole, to vary the height of 
said receptacle with respect to the wearer, and 
a transverse strap secured to Said tWO straps be 
low the rear intersection thereof. 

ROBERT K. CLAREX. 
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