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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
RALPH. FOLSOM, OF PENDLETON, OREGON 

ABE ASSEBS 

Application filed August 2, 1926. Serial No. 126,534. 

This invention, relates to improvements in 
tables, and it consists of the constructions, 
combinations and arrangements herein de 
scribed and claimed. 
An object of the invention is to provide.a. 

table assembly which, as its name implies con 
sists of several table units capable of use 
either singly or in combination, the arrange 
ment being well adapted as a means for as 
sisting in relieving crowded conditions in 
apartments and the like, in which use the 
assembly can be made to serve as several in 
dependent, pieces of furniture. 
Other objects and advantages will appear 

in the following specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure.1 is a perspective view of the table 
assembly. - - v 

Figure 2 is across section taken on the line 
2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Figure 3 is an inverted perspective view 
of the table assembly. 

Figure.4 is a detailperspective view show 
ing the central or card table disassembled. 

Figure 5 is an inverted perspective view, 
showing the end tables combined into a single 
round table. 
Figure 6 is a section, taken substantially on 

the line 6-6 of Figure 3, illustrating the 
locking device. 

Figure 7 is a section taken on the line 7-7 
of Fig. 6. 

Figure 8 is an inverted perspective view of 
a modified form of table. 

Figure 9 is a detail perspective view of one 
of the Small tables of the modification. 
Modern crowded living conditions have: 

led to the development of articles of furniture 
especially for apartments and the like, it 
often becoming quite necessary to either em 
ploy articles of furniture of diminutive size 
or to do without altogether when such condi 
tions are encountered. Anticipating the need 
for a variety of tables as well as recognizing 
more or less, crowded apartment conditions 
the invention comprises a plurality of units 
which can be connected in a complete table 
assembly, or used independently in the par 
lor, dining room, etc. as a separate article. 
In the drawings, 1 designates the general 

table assembly (Figs. 1. and 3). It is.com 
posed of a pair of...endtable units 2 and 3 
and a central unit, or card-table. 4. Each of 
the end table units, has a plurality of legs. 5. 
and 6 these, preferably, being four in num 
ber. They are appropriately secured in per 
manently rigid pendent, positions. . . . 
The tops of the units. 2...and 3 are semi 

circular, the straight edges 7 being grooved 
as at 8 to receive.the tongues 9 on the longi 
tudinal: edges of the rectangular top of the 
table 4, when all of the units are assembled 
as in Figures. 1. and 3. Those of the legs of 
the end table units. coming adjacent to the 
straight edges 7 are additionally braced as 
at 10 and 11 not only to compensate in a 
measure for the grooving out...of portions of 
such legs to meet the needs of the locking 
device but also: to insure ample strength at. 
the points inquestion. 

Reinforcing plates 12 and 13 add thickness 
to the tops of the end table units, assist in 
bracing the legs and provide a necessary 
foundation for the application of pairs of 
studs 14. and 15; and spring clips 16 and 17 
which serve to hold the side extensions 18 
and 19 when not in use (Eig. 5). In respect. 
to assisting in the bracing of the legs the re 
inforcing plates. 12; and 13 are cut at ap 
propriate places as: at 20 in Figure 3 and 21 
in Figure 2 to fit around the various legs. 
The plates usually are composed of wood, 
and they are: recessed at 22 and 23 to make. 
room for certain centering elements. (Figs. 
3 and 5) which come into use only when the 
end units 2 and 3 are:assembled into around. 
table as in Figure 5. 
The central unit or card table 4 has legs. 

24: rigidly connected together in pairs, by 
cross pieces, or bridges 25. These bridges. 
are hinged at 26 beneath the table top so that 
the pairs of legs may be swung into collapsed 
or extended positions to meet the conditions: 
When the unit 4 is combined in the general 
assembly as in Figure 3 or used as an inde 
pendent table as in Figure. 4. A block 27 
(Figs. 3 and 4) supports a suitable spring 
strip. 28.in the center, the free ends of the 
strip engaging the bridges to hold the pairs 
of legs in either of two positions. 
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For the purpose of holding the legs in the 
extended positions the bridges are grooved 
at 29 to produce outer and inner walls 30 
and 31. The inner walls are cut out at 32, 
producing recesses into which the ends can 
enter to assume abutting positions against 
the outer walls 30. The reader can see that 
the arrangement (Fig. 4) locks the legs 24 
in the extended position, it only being neces 
sary to reach under the table and pull the 
ends of the strip 28 down when the legs can 
be swung under out of the way. The so 
called spring strip 28 is composed of a 
length of suitable wood, although a metal 
lic piece may be employed if desired. 
The side extensions 18 and 19, mentioned 

before, are separate pieces, being used to 
complete the table when the units are as 
sembled as in Figures 1 and 3. They are as 
deep as the drops 33 and 34 of the end tables 
2 and 3, but are a little thicker. Each side 
extension, 19 for example, pivotally car 
ries a lever 35 as at 36. The lever has a 
finger piece 37 by which it is rocked on the 
pivot. A portion of the lever is bent out at 
38 to form a shoulder. Locking rods 39 are 
pivoted to the lever 35 at equal distances 
from the lever pivot 36, the pivotal points of 
the rods being at diametrically opposite sides 
so that proper action of the lever may be 
had as presently appears. 

Heads 40 and 41 (Figs. 6 and 7) on the 
locking rods are intended to enter the grooved 
places 42 and 43 of adjacent ones of the legs 
5 and 6 of the end tables. These grooves or 
recesses are faced or covered by plates 44. 
These are secured by screws or other means 
45. Each of the plates has a key hole 46 
(Figs. 2, 6 and 7) into the large or round 
part of which the heads 40 and 41 may be 
introduced prior to moving the lever 35 into 
the locking position (Fig. 3) at which time 
the heads bind against the face plates be 
hind the narrow parts of the key holes. 
Dowel pins 47 on the side extensions enter appropriate openings 48 immediately be 
neath the face plates. 
In case the end units 2 and 3 are assembled 

into a round table as in Figure 5 use is made 
of the centering unit, previously mentioned, 
in order to keep the end tables together and in 
properly centered position. These are com 
posed of pairs of flanged lugs 49 and 50, piv 
oted at 51 (Fig. 3) so that they may be swung 
around into positions of engagement of the 
flanges (Fig. 5). One of the end table units 
fixedly carries a plate 52 (Fig. 3) with a 
pendent and rounded flange 53. The opposite 
table unit pivotally carries a latch 54 which 
may be swung by means of the finger piece 
55 until the head of the latch binds upon the 
rounded flange 53 (Fig. 5) to hold the parts 
together. 

Attention is directed to Figures 8 and 9 
which illustrate a modification to the extent 

l,854,129 

that a plurality of central units or card tables 
are incorporated in the assembly between the 
end tables. The arrangement is that of a 
rectangular table. The end tables 55 and 56 
can be assembled to make a square table when 
disconnected from the assembly shown. 
These end tables have a plurality of legs 57 
and 58, the form and arrangement being some 
what different from that disclosed for ex 
ample in Figures 3 and 5. A plurality of cen 
tral units 59 and 60 are of rectangular shape, 
either one or both of the units shown being 
capable of use depending upon the size of 
table desired. These units like the unit 4 
(Fig. 4) have tongues 61 on each of the longi 
tudinal edges to fit either in grooves 62 in the 
end tables or in grooves 63 of a connecting 
strip 64. The connecting strip provides a 
flush joint when two central units are used in 
the assembly as shown, and on the same prin 
ciple, more than two central units and more 
than a single connecting strip may be em 
ployed. 

Relatively long side extensions 65 and 66 
are required to fill in the space between the 
drops 67 and 68 of the end tables when the two 
central units 59 and 60 are used. Relatively 
short side extensions 69 are used for the same 
purpose when but one of the central units is 
used. On the same principle even longer side 
extensions will have to be used if it is pro 
posed to add more than the two central units. 
The relatively short side extensions 69 may 

be stored in a concealed position by spring 
clips 70 which are so arranged beneath the 
end tables as to press against the side ex 
tensions and hold them in place as shown. 
The relatively long side extensions 65 and 66 
have pivoted levers 71 for operating locking 
rods 72 in the manner clearly brought out be 
fore in connection with the first form as not 
to warrant a repetition of the description. 
The legs 73 of the central units 59 and 60 may 
be swung down to the extended position 
(Figs. 8 and 9) where they are held by a 
spring strip 74 entering recesses 75 in a man 
ner easily understood. 

Reverting to the connecting strip 64 it is 
observed in Figure 8that it has a slidable cleat 
76 provided with a slot 77 which receives 
screws or the like 78. There will be a similar 
cleat on the opposite end shown. The cleat 
has a bent part 79 which serves as a handle, 
and a second bent part 80 that serves as a latch. 
The latter enters the recess 81 in the adjacent 
side extension 66, the purpose of the two cleats 
being to hold the connecting strip centralized 
between the tables 59 and 60 when the as 
sembly is completed. 
The operation is readily understood. 

Should it be desired to employ the device as 
a dining table the various units 2, 3 and 4 are 
assembled as in Figure 1. The side exten 
sions 18 and 19 are put in place and locked as 
in Figures 3, 6 and 7. The locking device l 

70 

5 

80 

85 

90 

C) 

li) 



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

1,854;129 

holds the end tables 2 and 3 in place against 
the central table 4. 
The locking device comprises the lever 35 

(Fig. 7) which is swung upon its pivot 36 
into the dotted line position in order to ex 
tend the locking rods 39 and permit the in 
troduction of the heads 40 and 41 into the key 
holes 46 of the adjacent end tables. The 
lever 35 is then moved upwardly into the full 
line position whereupon the shoulder 38 
forcibly displaces the adjacent locking rod 
39. The locking rod is of resilient nature, 
and by virtue of springing back in place be 
neath the shoulder 38 serves to hold the lever 
35 in the locked position. The pivotal points 
of the locking rods 39 come diametrically 
opposite each other, and when the lever 35 
is in the locked position they fall substan 
tially upon a line drawn through the main 
pivot 36. There is therefore a direct pull 
straight across. Upon desiring to release the 
locking device the lever 35 is moved down 
into the dotted line position whereupon the 
heads 40 and 41 are loosened and can readily 
be taken out of the key holes 46. 
When used as described the pairs of legs 24 

of the center table 4 are folded up and under 
out of the way. But should it be desired to 
use the table 4 independently as a card table, 
sewing table or the like the foregoing lock 
ing devices are released and the table 4 taken 
out. The legs 24 are then extended as in Figure 4, being held in place by the spring 
strip 28. 
Each of the end tables 2 and 3 may be used 

separately, the straight edges (Fig. 1) being 
placed against a wall or the like. Again, the 
two semi-circular end tables may be com 
bined into a small round table as in Figure 5. 
It is then that the centering units 49, 50, 52 
and 54 come into play. The latch 54 is 
swung over upon the rounded flange 53 in 
order to hold the two table units together. 
Inasmuch as the side extensions 18 and 19 

must be taken care of, the provision of the 
studs 14 and 15 and the spring clips 16 and 17 
(Fig. 3) permits placing said extensions 
underneath the end tables as shown in Fig 
ure 5. The studs serve as rests, and the 
spring clips press the side extensions against 
the studs or rests holding them in position as 
long as desired. 
The foregoing description applies to the 

modification in Figures 8 and 9 as well, it 
having been brought out that the modifica 
tion employs a plurality of central units or 
card tables 59 and 60 instead of the single 
central unit 4 in the first form of the inven 
tion. By omitting both central units and 
bringing the end tables 55 and 56 together 
it becomes possible to make a square table. 
By using one of the central units 59 the table 
may be made slightly longer, and by using 
both units the table will be made still longer. 
In the latter instance it is necessary to em 

3. 

ploy the connecting strip 64 which is latched. 
or held in place by the cleats 76 (only one 
being shown) illustrated in Figure 8. Also, 
in the latter instance the side extensions 65. 
and 66 must be made relatively long, the 70 
shorter side extensions 69 being stored in a 
concealed extension beneath. the end tables 
for the time being. 
While the construction and arrangement: 

of the improved table assembly is that of a 
generally preferred form, obviously modi 

departing from the spirit of the invention: 
or the scope of the claims. 
I claim :- - 
1. A plurality of table units comprising a 

rectangular table and a pair of semi-circular 
end tables each being complete for inde 
pendent use, said end tables having plates. 

5 

fications and changes may be made without 

30 

85 with holes, locking means to secure the table 8. 
units together to form a complete table. 
assembly, said locking means comprising rods 
with heads insertible in the holes, and a mov 
abie: lever by which the rods are pivotally 
carried and by which the rods are actuated 
to bind or release the heads in respect to said: 
plates, and means by which the locking levers: 
are pivotally carried being held in place be 
tween the end table units when assembled and 
being separable when said units are dis 
assembled. 

2. A device of the character described com 
prising a pair of semi-circular end table units 
having straight edges, legs on each of said 
units, certain ones of the legs being situated 
at the straight edges to assume confronting 
positions, saidlegs being grooved out at places 
and having cover plates with key holes, a rec 
tangular central table unit insertible in posi 
tion between said end table units to form a 
complete assembly, parallel edges of the rec 
tangular table engaging the straight edges 
of the end tables, drops underlying the Outer 
edges of the central table and extending be 
tween the end tables in abutting positions 
with said certain legs, and locking means car 
ried by said drops including headed locking 
rods engaging said plates behind the key 
holes to secure the units together. 

3. A sectional table comprising opposite 
individually supported end table units hav 
ing fixed drops thereon and an intermediate 
individually supported table unit, detachable 
drops for said intermediate table units alin 
ing with the drops of said end table units, and 
latching means carried by said detachable 
drops movable to engage and lock said end 
table units to said detachable drops with said 
end units in assembled relation to the inter 
mediate unit as a unified table structure. 

4. A sectional table comprising opposed 
substantially semi-circular units having indi 
vidual supporting means and arranged with 
their rectilinear edges in abutment, and means 
for securing said units together as a substan 
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tially circular unitary table structure with 
said rectilinear edges abutting, said means 
including pairs of cooperating centering lugs 
mounted in alinement on the under sides of 
the table units at their abutting edges, a mov 
able latching member on one unit, and an op 
posed lug fixed on the other unit having an 
abutment flange engageable by said latching 
member. 

5. A sectional table comprising a central 
rectangular table unit having individual sup 
porting means and a pair of substantially 
semi-circular end table units having fixed 
drops extending around their curved outer 
edges and pendent supporting legs positioned 
inwardly of said drops at the rectilinear in 
ner edges of the semi-circular units, said end 
units being arranged with their inner recti 
linear edges abutting opposite rectilinear 
edges of the central unit, separate drops be 
low the outer sides of said central unitalined 
with and forming a central continuation of 
the drops of the end units, and locking means 
on the inner sides of said drops movable to 
engage and interlock with said pendent sup 
porting legs at the abutting rectilinear inner 
edges of said end units. 

6. A sectional table comprising opposite 
end units and an intermediate table unit, each 
having individual supporting means, oppo 
sitely directed rodsheaded at the remote ends, 
rockable means to which the near ends of the 
rods are pivoted, means to mount the rockable 
means on said intermediate unit, and means 
on each of the opposite units to be gripped 
by the heads. 
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