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3 Claims. (C. 135-1) 

This invention relates to sun bath enclosures or cabinets 
especially for use on the sand at a beach by one or two 
persons. 
The principal object of the invention is to provide a 

portable, one piece collapsible enclosure that is supported 
only by flexible, inflatable means and does not require 
any rigid framework, guy ropes or guy wires. 
Another object of the invention is to form such an 

enclosure entirely of translucent or transparent sheet ma 
terial panels, except for the floor panel, thereby permitting 
the occupant to see and be seen while being protected 
from the wind, sand and rain. 

Still another object of the invention is to form said 
translucent panels of material capable of transmitting the 
rays of the sun, either tinted or untinted, thereby enabling 
the occupant to become tanned. 
A further object of the invention is to form the inflat 

able tube or cell means of the self supporting panels of 
the enclosure of similar translucent sheet material to that 
of the panels whereby no tubular or cellular bracing is 
evident or blocks the view. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide 

novel means for simultaneously inflating all inflatable Sup 
ports of the enclosure from a single air valve. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a pair of 
elongated pockets in the floor panel of the enclosure, each 
capable of accommodating the adjacent roof and end 
panels when not inflated. 
Another object of the invention is to incorporate an 

choring means therein, in the form of corner grommets 
in the floor panel whereby the enclosure may be staked 
down on the sand. 

In the drawing, Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a sun bath 
enclosure constructed according to the preferred form of 
the invention. 

Fig. 2 is an end elevation, in section, on line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view, on a much reduced scale of the 
device shown in Fig. 1 spread out flat prior to folding 
into a compact bundle. 

Fig. 4 is an isometric view of a modified form of the 
invention. 

In Figs. 1-3 a preferred form of the invention is illus 
trated, the collapsible enclosure A being formed from the 
one piece member 10 shown spread out flat in Fig. 3. 
Member 0 includes a flat rectangular floor panel 11, 
which may be of the same material as the remainder of 
the enclosure plus a backing of any suitable sheet mate 
rial such as blanketing, a pair of rectangular panels 2 
and 13, called roof panels herein, but each forming a 
side wall as well as a portion of the roof and a pair of 
triangular end panels 14 and 15. 
The roof panels 12 and 13 and the end panels 14 and 

5 are each preferably formed of translucent and prefer 
ably transparent sheet material which may be tinted any 
desired color and may be of flexible sheet plastic such as 
“Vinylite' or the like. Each end panel 14 and 15 is 
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hingedly connected at 16 or 17 to an opposite end of a 
roof panel such as 12 or 13 and preferably is integral 
therewith. Each roof panel 12 and 13 is hingedly con 
nected at 18 or 19, proximate its lower longitudinal 
edge, just inside and opposite overfolded longitudinal side 
edge portion offloor panel 11. 

Preferably floor panel 11 extends beyond the longitu 
dinal lines 8 and 19, on each side thereof and is then 
bent back upon itself to form a pair of elongated, nar 
row strips 20 and 21 extending longitudinally on each 
opposite side of floor panel 11. A pair of narrow elon 
gated pockets 22 and 23 are thus formed by Strips 20 and 
21 into each of which the adjacent roof and end panel 
may be tucked, if the enclosure is not to be erected. 

Preferably grommets 25, 26, 27 and 28 are provided 
in or near each of the four corners of floor panel 11, not 
only serving to join the ends of strips 20 and 21 to form 
pockets 22 and 23 but also accommodating stakes such as 
S by which the enclosure is anchored in the sand. 
The flexible translucent sheet material of roof panels 

12 and 3 may be integral with, or attached to floor panel 
and secured thereto in any conveinent manner, the 

essential point being that they form one piece therewith 
and are not separable therefrom. 

Each roof panel 12 and 13 includes inflatable air tight 
means of the same flexible, transparent or translucent 
sheet material as the roof panel. As shown in Figs. 1-3 
the inflatable means is preferably a pair of tubes 30 and 
3 on roof panel 2 and a pair of tubes 32 and 33 on 
roof panel 13. Each tube, such as 30, extends diagonally 
from one opposite corner of a roof panel to the opposite 
corner and intersects the other tube of the panel, such as 
3, at the central portion thereof. An enlarged air tight 
chamber 34 or 35 may be provided at the tube intersec 
tion to give added support and in any case, air entering 
one end of a tube on a roof panel will pass to all of the 
tubes, chambers or cells thereof, inflate the same and 
make the panel self supporting. An air valve may be 
provided on a tube of each roof panel, but preferably as 
best shown in Fig. 3 a tube or conduit 36 connects the 
tubes of each panel 2 and 13, across floor panel 11 and 
an air valve 37 is mounted therein. 
Tube 36 is at one end of floor panel 1 where it may 

serve as an air pillow for the occupant. By providing 
only a somewhat skeletonized, inflatable, tubular support 
such as the diagonal tubes 32 and 33, for entirely sup 
porting each roof panel, only a minor surface area of each 
roof panel is occupied by the supporting means, thus 
avoiding the blocking of the view of the occupant even if 
the tubes are of non transparent material. 

Flaps such as 46 are spaced along the upper longitudinal 
edge 4 of a roof panel 12, each preferably having a snap 
fastener 42 which cooperates with corresponding snap 
fasteners such as 43 spaced along the upper longitudinal 
edge of a roof panel 13. Similarly each end flap 14 and 
15 is provided with flaps 50 along an upper edge 5, each 
preferably having a Snap fastener 52 which cooperates 
with corresponding Snap fasteners such as 53 on the end 
edge of the appropriate roof panel 2 or 3. 
The enclosure A is carried in a compact bundle with all 

of the panels deflated and folded, and the bundle prefer 
ably includes the four stakes S. Preferably also the roof 
and end panels on each opposite side of floor panel it 
are folded into the adjacent pocket 22 or 23, for pro 
tection, while bundled. They may remain in such pockets 
after the floor panel ii is spread out if the device is to 
be used only as a beach blanket, and the stakes S may be 
conveniently placed in pockets 22 and 23. 

If the enclosure is to be erected, stakes S are passed 
through the grommets 25, 25, 27 and 28 in each of the 
four corners of floor panel 12, thereby anchoring the 
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same against the wind. Air is then supplied to air valve 
37 in any convenient manner thereby inflating the tubes 
30, 31, 32 and 33 of roof panels 12 and 13. Panels 2 
and 13 are thus made self supporting and are hinged 
toward each other to form an inclined roof such as in 
Figs. 1 and 2. 

Flaps 40 are then fastened along the peak of the en 
closure to secure the two inclined roof panels 2 and 13 
along their meeting edges. The end flaps may be left 
open or one or both may be closed by means of flaps 
50 to completely enclose the occupant. 

It will be apparent that the one piece Sun bath en 
closure of this invention, by reason of the inflatable means 
incorporated into its roof panels, is self supporting when 
inflated and completely independent of rigid frame work, 
rigid tent poles or flexible guy wires or ropes. An in 
flatable shelter tent of the A type is thus formed with 
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the roof and ends made of sheet material, whereby the 
occupant is protected from the elements. By using 
transparent or translucent sheet material, capable of 
transmitting the rays of the Sun for such roof panels and 
for the inflatable portions thereof, a sun bath enclosure 
is formed which may be folded and carried in a compact 
package or bundle. 

I claim: 
1. A unitary collapsible sun bath enclosure comprising 

a rectangulalr floor panel of flexible, blanket like, sheet 
material, said floor panel being overfolded along each 
opposite longitudinal edge to form a pair of integral, 
inwardly opening, longitudinal pockets and a pair of 
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4. 
inflatable rectangular side wall panels of flexible, trans 
parent sheet material, each side wall panel having one 
longitudinal edge attached to said floor panel just inside 
the opening of the adjacent pocket and having fastening 
means along the other longitudinal edge thereof for 
forming an enclosure of triangular cross section when said 
panels are inflated and erected, said pockets being adapted 
to receive said panels in longitudinally folded, deflated 
condition. 

2. A combination as specified in claim 1 wherein said 
inflatable rectangular side panels, each include an integral 
triangular end flap of transparent material, adapted to 
be folded therewith into the adjacent longitudinal pocket 
in said floor panel. 

3. A combination as specified in claim 1 plus a single 
air tube extending laterally across one end of Said floor 
panel and forming an air conduit between said inflatable 
side wall panels, said tube having an air valve for in 
flating and deflating said panels simultaneously and being 
adapted to serve as an air pillow. 
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