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To all whom it may concern: m 
Beit known that I, Moses F. JoHNSON, of 

the city of Newark, in the county of Essex 
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer 
tain Improvements in the Construction of Siz 
ing-Planks for Hatters, of which the following 
is a specification: 
The object of the invention is obtaining a sub 

stantial, durable sizing-plank, the parts there 
of securely combined, affording better facil 
ities for repairs, and having the grain of the 
wood in the direction desirable, but not prac 
ticable in the present mode of construction. 
To obtain these advantages I provide metal 
lic frames, as light as consistent with strength, 
in shape corresponding with the angular sec 
tions of the plank, screwing one to each sec 
tion. Each frame, having flanged sides, is 
thereby made stable by being bolted together, 
nevertheless permitting the removal and re 
placing any one of the sections when it be 
comes defective. 
AS at present constructed, the Sections are 

held together by toe-nailing on their under 
sides, requiring about four inches of thickness 
of wood to give edge-bearing sufficient to give 
stiffness to the whole when combined, and 
to allow the use of long nails without the 
points of the nails being near the working 
face of the wood. The alternate and unequal 
wetting and drying of one side of the wood 
sections, with their great width at their outer 

ends, occasion annoyance from the certain 
splitting sooner or later, if the grain of the 
wood is placed lengthwise, as at the dotted 
line a in the accompanying drawings; hence, 
in practice, it has heretofore been found best 
to have the grain run crosswise, as at b. By 
the use of the metallic frames thinner plank 
lengthwise of the section, with the bars of the 
frames secured to their under sides by stout 
short screws, obviates all annoyance should 
the splitting occur. With the grain crosswise, 
in use the face becomes uneven and ribbed, 
as it does not with the grain lengthwise the 
section. 

. The drawings show an eight-man sizing 
plank with four of the wood sections removed . 
from the frames; C, the wood; D, the frames, 
E being an end view of the wood section and 
metallic frame, showing the ends of the flanges 
on the frame. 
What I claim is 
The Within-described hatters' sizing-plank, 

consisting of the metallic skeleton-frames D, 
united in sections, as shown, and provided 
with a wood surface attached to and arranged 
in sections, substantially as shown, and for 
the purpose set forth. 

MOSES F. JOEHNSON. 
Witnesses: 

W. M. GooDING, 
EDWARD COLLWER. 

  


