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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH_SCHIOHVTL,. OF LE SUEUR,

MINNESOTA

FOLDING STOCK OR POULTRY RACK

. SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 627,535, dated June 27, 1899,

Apphcatmn filed December 19, 1898 Serial No. 699,746,

{No model.)

To all whom it may concern: .
Beitknown thatI, JOSEPH SCHICHTL, a citi-

_zen of the United States, residing at Le buem

in the county of Le Sueur and State of Min-

nesota, have invented a new and useful Im-
plovement in Folding Racks for Stock or

Poultry Tmnsportatlon of Whlch the fol]ow-
ing is a specification.
My invention relatesto that classof devices

adapted to be extended while the animalsare |.

stored or being shipped and to be folded or
collapsed into smaller compass when being
returned empty or when not in use; and my
objects are to produce a rack Whlch is cheap,
light, durable, and easily operated and in
w hlch the several parts are inseparable. T
attain these objects by the means shown in
the accompanying drawingsand described in
the annexed Qpemﬁcatlon to which reference
is made as being full and explicit enough to
enable one skllled in the art to make and use
my device.

Figure 11is a perspective view of the deV ice
in e‘ztended or operative position set up for
use, with theend by dotted lines shown folded
ouhwardly Fig. 21is a partial longitudinal
sectional viewon the linex xin Fw 3. Fig.

3 isan end view of the device When set up.

for use. Fig. 4isa transverse sectional view
upon the line y yof Fig. 1. Fig.5 is an end
view of the device when collapsed Fig. 6
is a longitudinal sectional view of the dev1ce
when collapsed taken upon the line z z of
Fig. 5.

lee numerals indicate corr espondlno'narts
in the several views.

The bottom board 1 has fastened across 1t
at suitable intervals the bands 2. Hinged to
the bands 2 at their ends by means of the
hinges 3 are the strips 4, which are provided

“at thelr middles with the hmO‘es 5,and at their
upper ends are hinged by hmves 6 to cross-

strips 7.of the top of the dev1ce

Tastened longitudinally upon the device
upon the strips 4 at right angles thereto are
the slats 8, arranged above and below the

hinges 3, so as to pass alternately by each

other when the device is folded, and upon
the strips 7 at right-angles thereto.are fas-
tened the slats 9. The bottom stripsor posts
and slats form a rectangular rack or crate
when extended. The ends are fastened to

Lhe bottom by means of the hinges 10, and
are composed of the upright membels 11 and

-the cross-strips 12.

-The hinges 10 are construcied so as to al-
low the ends to ‘fold inwardly, as shown in

‘Figs. 5 and 6, and also outwardly, as shown

by dotted lines in Fig.1. When folded out-
wardly, the end f01ms a 1unway or gangway
for animals entering the device.

Allof thehingesin my device are free from
play and capable of sustaining such weight

“as may be put upon them.

To fasten and hold the device in position,
I use the clasps 13, hinged upon the outer-
most bands 7 of the top, which clasps are pro-
vided with eyes 14, engaging staples 15, fas-
tened upon the ends in proper place. After
the clasps have engaged the staples the rod
16 is inserted, which securely locks the ends

‘in position when the rack isextended.

In the ends of the bottom of the device I
provide the staples 17, with which the clasps

.13 engage to lock the device in folded or col-
‘lapsed position, as shown in Fig. 5. The same
‘clasps and rod fasten the device both in ex-

tended and collapsed position.

If desirable, a lid 18 may be prov1ded as
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1.

The ends are so set upon the bottom that
when the device is extended for use the outer
edges of the upright strips 11 of the ends are

-flush with the outer edges of the outermost

bands 4 of the sides, whereby the ends pre-

vent the sides folding inwardly at the hinges

5 when the crate is in use. = This dlspos1t10n
of the ends preventsany swaymo' of the sides
and at the same time forces the bands or
strips 4 of the sides to support the entire
weight of the superstructure of the device
free from the ends. - Consequently the ends
can always easily be folded outwardly or in-
wardly, and one end can be folded in or out
without collapsing the device.

The strips or bands 4 are adapted to fold
inwardly at their middles. by means of the
hinges 5, and the several hinges are so con-

structed that the parts of the crate areinsepa-~

rable. Neither the ends nor top can become

detached.

My device may. ‘be made in various sizes
and adapted to theshipping of poultry, sheep,
hogs, calves, do«rs, &e

‘When used for am-
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mals of the heavier classes, the end may be
folded outwardly to rest upon the ground or
upon the platform of the stock-yard, and form
a runway or gangway for the animals into the
crate. When used for poultry, the lid pro-
vided upon the top may be used. Whileload-
ing animalsatone end the other end holds the
device in extended position and prevents its
collapsing. When used inshipping, the rack
is easily collapsed and returned at very slight
cost, whether it is sent in the weight or the
bulk class:. When used upon the farmer’s
wagon, it may be collapsed upon the trip home
from market, and feed, lumber, machinery,
or other property may be loaded thereupon
and hauled home with no trouble. The top
does not have to be removed before the de-
vice can be collapsed, and the convenience
as well as the novel construction of this rack,
with its parts all inseparably connected, is at
once apparent.

It is obvious that while the rack shown in
thedrawingsisrectangular, various modifica-
tions may be made in the form and propor-
tions of the device, as in the material of which
it is made, without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

T am aware that folding devices of this class
have been patented heretofore, and I do not
claim the folding rack broadly.

Having fully described my invention, what
I desire to secure Letters Patent upon and

what I claim is as follows:

1. A folding stock and poultry rack com-
prising a bottom and top, straight pieces or

strips secured to the bottom and top at their
endsandintermediate of their lengths, hinged
pieces or strips hinged to their corresponding
straight strips and connecting said strips to-
gether, sidesof the rack secured to the hinged
strips, ends hinged to the bottom of the rack
and adapted to fold inwardly and outwardly
without moving any other part of the rack,
and locking devices adapted to hold said rack
in both its extended and collapsed position.

2. A folding stock and poultry rack, com-
prising a bottom and top, straight pieces se-
cured to the under side of the top, similar
pieces secured to the upper side of the bottom,
hinged strips or pieces hinged to the ends of
said corresponding straight pieces, sides se-
cured to said hinged strips having slats that

clear alternately when folded and adapted to

fold inwardly simultaneously upon the bot-
tom of the rack and to carry the top down or
up as the rack is collapsed or opened, ends
adapted toswing inwardly upon the bottom or
outwardly to form arunway or gangway with-
out any other part of the rack being first
moved, said ends being so arranged that they
are within the device when the same is col-
lapsed, andlockingdevicesto hold the rack in
position when extended or collapsed.

Signed at Hastings, in the county of Dakota,

Minnesota, this 16th day of December, A. D.
1898.
JOSEPH SCHICIITI..
Witnesses:

GEO. BARBARAS,
Cr1AS. DOFFING.
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