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This invention relates to foldable head coverings, and
is directed particularly to the provision of a foldable
hedd covering for use By Womén which has the dis-
tinguishing charactéristic of protecting the heéad of the
wearer from rdin, wind and $now withoiit disturbiig her
coiffui.

One of the piobléiis of modefii lifs is that ercountered
by women in thé face of an uiexpécted rain. If 4 man
is hatless, not much damage is done; but 2 woman without
a head-covering often ends up with the problem of re-
doing her hair. As a result, many women carry in their
handbags foldable head-coverings, which are generally
scarves of waterproof material which fit over the head
and tie under the chin. These protect the hair against
rain to a great extent, but they often do not completely
cover the hair, and rain may seep in. Furthermore, they
tend fo loosen in a wind. Their most serious disadvan-
tage, however, is that they push the hair downward
against the head. Where a2 woman has an elaborate coif-
fure, or where she had just come from a beauty parlor
and her coiffure is fresh, this pushing down of the hair
often damages the coiffure and spoils the desired effect.

It is the principal object of the present invention to
provide an inexpensive head-covering for women which
can be folded so that it can be carried in a lady’s hand-
bag, and which will protect the head of the wearer from
rain, wind and snow without damaging her coiffure. A
further object of the invention is the provision of optional
means for protecting the face of the wearer as well
against the elements.

According to the present invention, these and other
advantages are achieved by the use of a head-covering
comprising a substantially stiff support—preferably a
rod—wider than the head of the wearer, attached to
which is a flexible crown portion, preferably flat, the
support and crown portion having attached thereto a
hood covering the sides and back of the head, and means
for securing the hood about the neck of the wearer.
Preferably a transparent visor is attached to the device,
either detachably or by a hinged connection at or below
the support, to protect the face of the wearer.

The invention can be best understood by reference to
the drawings, in which a preferred form of the device is
disclosed. It will be obvious that the invention as shown
in the drawings can be modified, and that it is not limited
to the specific embodiments herein disclosed, but only by
the claims herein.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred form of the
invention, showing one way of attaching the visor;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a device similar to
that of Figure 1 (except for the means of attaching the
visor) in position on the head of a wearer, with the
visor retracted;

Figure 3 is a vertical section from the side in the di-
rection shown by the arrow in Figure 2;

Figure 4 is a vertical section along the line 4—4 in
Figure 2;
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Figure 5 is a top view of the device; and .

, Figure 6 is a perspective view of the device, folded
about the stiff support. )

According to the invention, the device is built about a
rigid support (10) which is wider than the head of the
wearer. ‘The support is preferably a thin relatively stiff
rod as shown. It may, however, be of any convenient
cross-sectional configuration—round, square, triangular,
etc. It may be straight as shown; it may be curved for
reasons of styling; or it may be U-shaped with arms ex-
tending backwards to get more rigidity for the unit.
Furthermore, it may be jointed to permit folding the head-
covering into a more compact unit; in such event, the joint
must be capable of being stiffened so that in use, the
element acts like a unitary rod wider than the head of the
wearer.

A piece of thin water-resistant fabric 12 is cut a bit
wider than the rod 10 and the rod is sewn into it
adjacent the front end of the fabric by a row of stitch-
ing 12, to provide a depending portion 14, a rod en-
casing portion 16, and a crown portion 18. The back
of the crown portion is cut into an arc 20, A hocd 22
of material similar to the fabric 12 is sewn to a skirt 24
formed all about the sides and back of the crown 18 by
pushing down the outside rim thereof. Slots 26 ¢ut into
the base of the hood carry a strap 28 which can be tied
about the neck of the wearer under the chin to hold the
hood in place. This manner of securing the hood can
obviously be replaced by other forms of fasteners, e. g.,
snap fasteners, slide fasteners or buttons and button-
holes, on the matching front bottom portions of the

- hoods.
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The hood 22 is also preferably sewn to the dependent
piece 14 along its edges to give the top front of the hood
slightly more rigidity. A binding 30 about the free ex-
tremities of the hood is preferably used to prevent raw
edges from showing, and may be chosen to provide color
contrast.

A transparent visor 32, of some thin clear plastic mate-
rial, is provided to protect the face of the wearer. It
may be secured to the piece 14 at its base by a row of
stitches 34 as shown in Figure 3 of the drawings; or it
may be removably attached, as shown in Figure 1, with a
slide fastemer 36,- or with snap fastemers or buttons.
Preferably a binding 38 is provided about the visor which
carries studs 40 matching the female elements 42 of
snap fasteners carried on the binding 38 of the hood, to
prevent the visor from blowing in and out with the wind.
The visor may be swung back along the line of connection
with the piece 14, as shown in Figures 2 and 3; or it may
be worn down, as shown in Figure 1; or it may be re-
moved entirely, if the form shown in Figure 1 is used.

When the head covering is put on, it sits loosely on
the head, with the crown portion 18 sitting on the hair
on the very top of the skull. If now the strap 28 is
drawn about the neck, and tied under the chin, the rear
of the crown portion 18 is drawn downwardly a bit, and
the back portion of the hoed 22 will lay against the hair-
line in back. However, no pressure is developed un-
less the wearer pulls the strap 28 too tightly; normally
the back of the hood merely lays loosely against the hair
without pressing down on it. In front and on the sides,
however, the hood 22 can exert no pressure whatsoever
on the coiffure no matter how tightly the strap 28 is
drawn. The triangle formed by the support 10, and the
top of the skull, holds the hood out from the head as
shown in Figures 4 and 5, so that the hood stands away
from the front of the coiffure, and has no tendency to dis-
rupt it. As a result, the front and sides of the hair in
front of the ears, where women’s coiffures are most
sensitive to disarrangement, are completely protected
both from the elements and from the head covering,
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The device is preferably made of fabric with a plastic
visor, most preferably of water-resistant but breathable
fabric, but it may be made of rubberized fabric, or of
transparent plastic throughout except for the bindings. It
is obviously foldable or rollable about the support 10,
as shown in Fig. 6, to form a small unit, only as long as
the support 19, which is slightly wider than a woman’s
head. The folded or rolled rain hat will fit into most
women’s handbags, but preferably is supplied with an en-
velope into which the folded hat can be placed. If desired,
the support 10 can be made in sections, so that the hat
can be folded into a shorter thicker unit.

As suggested above, the device of the invention is
particularly useful to women with elaborate or fresh
coiffures, but it is generally useful in protecting against
rain, wind and snow while minimizing disturbance of
any sort of hair-do.

Obviously, the specific embodiments of the invention
disclosed can be extensively modified without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention, which is defined in
the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A foldable water-resistant head covering for women
comprising a flexible flat crown section with a substan-
tially straight front portion which, when in wearing
position, is adapted to be wider than the head of the
wearer, a flexible hood section depending from the sides
and back of the crown section of sufficient length to
be adapted to be tied about the neck of the wearer, a
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rigid support disposed along substantially the length of
the front portion of the crown section, and means for
tieing the hood section about the neck of the wearer,
the rigid support being the only rigid element in the head
covering, whereby the head covering can be folded about
it, the support acting to prevent the hood section from
exerting pressure on the coiffure of the wearer on the
front portion of the head when the hood section is tied
about the neck of the wearer. ’

9. The head covering of claim 1, in which a forehead
engaging rectangular piece is dependent from and secured
to the front portion of the crown section, and is also
secured to the hood section.

3. The head covering of claim 2, in which a trans-
parent visor is attached to the rectangular piece.

4. The head covering of claim 1, in which the rigid
support is a rod of rigid material.
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