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To all whom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, AUGUSTUs A. CARTER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
layette, in the county of Fayette and State 
of Iowa, have invented certain new and 
useful improvements in Adjustable Shely 
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ing; and I do declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same. 
My invention relates broadly to improve 

ments in supports and more particularly to adjustable shelving. 
The main object of the invention is to pro 

vide an extremely simple structure whereby 
a single shelf or a plurality of shelves may 
be Supported in Vertically adjustable posi 
tion. 
In carrying out the above end, a further 

object of the invention becomes to form the 
shelf of a single piece of sheet metal and to 
provide the same with a gripping yoke de 
signed to embrace a vertical standard where 
Uy to retain the shelf in adjusted position. 
A still further object is to so position the 

yoke as to allow the same to grip the stand 
ard when the shelf is in normal position and 
to release its grip upon said standard when 
the shelf is swung upwardly, thereby allow 
ing said shelf to be adjusted vertically. 
Yet another object is to form the shelf 

proper, its gripping yoke, and a depending 
bracing flange of a single piece of sheet 
metal, the flange being struck downwardly 
from a portion of the sheet metal plate 
whereby to simultaneously form the yoke. 

YYith the above and minor objects in view, 
the invention resides in certain novel fea 
tures of construction and combination here 
in described and claimed and shown in the 
drawings wherein: - 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a standard 
and a pair of shelves thereon, constructed in 
accordance with my invention; Fig. 2 is a 
front elevation with the parts as seen in 
iig. 1: Fig. 3 is a vertical section as seen 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2, one of the shelves 
being swung upwardly whereby to release its 
gripping yoke; Fig. 4 is a horizontal section 
as seen on the line 4-4 of Fig.1, looking in 
the direction of the arrows; Fig. 5 is a per 
spective view of one of the shelves illus 
trated in the previously described figures, 
and Fig. 6 is a plan view of a different form 
of shelf. - 

In the accompanying illustration, I have shown a single upright standard 1 which 
may be of any necessary height and dimen 
sions, Said standard being here shown as 
constructed of a single strip of metal bent 
to form an upright channel-shaped mem 
ber whose side flanges or strips 2 are pro 
vided With gripping teeth 3 on their free 
edges while their lower ends are bent lat 
erally to form attaching feet 4 through 
which screws 5 are passed into a suitable 
base 6, which latter may be the base of a ro 
tary ribbon cabinet, an ordinary shelf, a 
floor or other suitable support. By refer 
ence to the drawings, it will be seen that the 
front strip of the standard whose upright 
edges are integrally joined to the front edges 
of the side strips 2, is of less length than said 
side strips, this construction being prefer 
able although not essential. 
By constructing the standard as above 

described, it will be seen that the same may 
be easily and cheaply manufactured since 
but one sheet of metal plate is required for 
the standard and the operation of construct 
ing said standards is very simple. I may 
here explain that any number of straight or 
arcuate rows of standards 1 may be em 
ployed and that the shelves, to be described, 
which are adjustably mounted on said stand 
ards may be used for supporting any ar 
ticles whatever, the type of shelf shown in 
the present instance, being more particularly 
designed for supporting bolts of ribbon in 
dicated at R in Fig. 1 (see dotted lines.) 
The above mentioned shelves are desig 
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nated in the drawings by the reference nu 
meral 10 and are here shown as formed of 
single non-resilient substantially rectangu 
lar sheet metal plates whose rear edge por 
tions incline upwardly and rearwardly to 
form rigid flat substantially rectangular 
yoke plates, which latter are provided with 
rectangular openings 11 whereby to form 
inclined rigid gripping yokes 12. The open 
ings 11 are formed by slitting the side edge 
portions of each yoke plate rearwardly and 
longitudinally from its front edge to points 
near its rear edge, by then slitting the body 
of said plate transversely from a point be 
tween the ends of one longitudinal slit to 
such a point between the ends of the other 
longitudinal slit, and by striking the metal 
from the two sides of the transverse slit 
downwardly to provide bracing flanges 13 
which depend from the rear edge of the 
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Fig. 3, in which position the yoke 12 may be 

shelves and to likewise form reinforcing 
flanges 13 which are bent into contact with 
the cross bars 14 of the yokes 12. 
The shelves, as above described, are po 

sitioned upon the standards 1 by swinging 
said shelves to the position seen at the top of 

moved freely upon said standards. When, 
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however, the shelves are adjusted to the 
proper position, they may be swung down 
wardly as seen in Fig. 1 and at the lower 
end of Fig. 3, thereby causing the inner ad 
jacent edges of the flanges 18 and the bars 
14 to engage the teeth 3 on the standards 
while the depending bracing flanges 13 con 
tact with the forward sides of the standards 
thereby effectually retaining the shelves in 

: their adjusted position. : - 
In Fig. 6, have shown a top plan view of 

a different form of shelf 10' which is of 
greater length than the shelves 10 and which is provided with gripping yokes 12 on its 
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rear edge, one yoke being located at each end 
of the shelf. It will be understood that the 
yokes 12 are constructed in the same man 
ner as yokes previously described and that 
the same are designed to embrace standards 
identical with the standards 1 previously 
described. . . . . . . . . . 
Having thus described my invention, 

what I claim is: . x ' ' . 
1. A device of the class described formed 

of a single substantially rectangular non 
3 5 

resilient sheet metal plate, and comprising 
a flat substantially rectangular horizontal 
shelf plate, and a flat substantially rectan 
gular yoke plate inclined upwardly and 
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rearwardly from the rear edge of the shelf 
plate and having its front edge integrally 
joined thereto, the side edge portions of 
Said yoke plate being slit rearwardly and 
longitudinally from the front edge of said 
plate, to points near the rear edge thereof, 
and the body of said yoke plate being slit 
transversely from a point between the ends 
of one longitudinal slit to such a point be 
tween the ends of the other longitudinal slit, 
the metal in advance of the transverse slit 
being bent downwardly at right angles to 
the shelf plate to provide an upright brac 
ing flange, and the metal in rear of said slit 
being folded downwardly and rearwardly 
upon the rear edge portion of the yoke plate 
to reinforce the same. 

2. The combination with a vertically ad 
justable shelf having a laterally extending 
yoke, of a pair of upright parallel rigid 
side strips having their flat sides spaced from 
each other, attaching feet formed integrally 
with the lower ends of said plates and ex 
tending laterally therefrom, teeth on the 
rear edges of said strips, and an additional 
upright strip having its upright edges 
formed integrally with the front edges of 
the aforesaid strips, the three strips con 
stituting an upright standard to be em 
braced by the yoke. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

AUGUSTUS A. CARTER. 
Witnesses: 

C. R. CARPENTER, 
F. B. CLAXTON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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