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This invention relates generally to play pen structures
for infants and young children and more particularly to
a novel construction for devices of the foregoing char-
acter whereby the entire play pen may be rolled into
compact form and conventionally carried, and readily
erected for use at the beach or elsewhere whenever a
temporary confining area for the child is required.

Whereas play pens have heretofore been fabricated
with the inclusion of collapsible features, relatively com-
plex configurations have, however, been utilized to effectu-
ate the desideratum of portability, with the atfendant dis-
advantages of high cost and involved assembly and dis-
assembly procedures.

To the end of obviating the inherent shortcomings of
devices known to the prior art, the primary object of the
instant invention resides in the provision of a collapsible
play pen essentially comprised of a fiexible confining
member and a plurality of support posis cooperatively
associated therewith.

Anocther object of the present invention is to provide
a device of the instant character wherein the corner posts
include extensible stake sections adapted for retraction
thus minimizing the length of the posts for convenience
of storage. :

A further object of this invention is the provision of a
novel corner post which is telescopically extensible, and
means for retaining the corner post in extended or retract-
ed position, said means being further adapted to facili-
tate driving the post into the ground.

A still further object of the instant invention is the
provision of a device of the foregoing character which
includes a floor member which is held in alignment with
respect to the peripheral confining member by the exten-
sible stake sections of the corner posts.

QOther objects and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in part hereinafier and in part will be obvious
herefrom, or may be learned by practice of the invention,
the same being realized and attained by means of the
structure defined and pointed out in the appended claims.

The invention consists in the novel parts, constructions,
arrangements, combinations and improvemenfs herein
shown and described. The accompanying drawings re-
ferred to herein and constituting a part hereof, illustrate
one embodiment of the invention, and together with the
description, serve to explain the principles of the inven-
tion.

FIGURE 1 is an exploded perspective view of the col-
lapsible play pen, the utility of the step portion being
shown as facilitating the operation of driving the post
into the ground;

FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the assembled
collapsible play pen;

FIGURE 3 is a top plan view thereof;

FIGURE 4 is a vertical cross-sectional view of a cor-
ner post taken along line 4—4 of FIGURE 5, the upper
tubular and stake sections thereof being shown in coact-
ing relation with respect to the L-shaped angle plate;

FIGURE 5 is a top plan view of a typical corner post;

FIGURE 6 is a top plan view of the L-shaped angle
plate; and

FIGURE 7 illustrates a carrying bag having the rolled
up peripheral confining member, the floor member and
the corner posts contained therewithin.

It will be understood that the foregoing general cbjec-
tives and the following detailed description as well are
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exemplary and explanatory but are not restrictive of the
invention.

eferring now in detail to the present preferred em-
bodiment of the invention illusirated in the accompanying
drawings, FIGURE 1 shows the collapsible play pen in
exploded disassembled form, said play pen being com-
prised of a peripheral confining member designated gen-
erally by numeral 1, support or corner posts 2 and floor
member 4, said elements as assembled being disclosed
in FIGURES 2 and 3 of the drawings.

The peripheral confining member 1 is formed of flex-
ible fabric 6, preferably nylon mesh or other suitable
material, and when supporied by corner posts 2, will
assume a substantially rectangular position as shown in
FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 having corners § and open top and
bottom regions 10 and 12, respectively. Eyeletted dowl-
receiving-openings 14 are provided to function as post-
fastening means arranged to cooperate with correspond-
ing confining-member-fastening means to be described
hereinbelow, their purpose being to support said con-
fining member I with respect to said posts 2.

It will be appreciated that the confining member may
be designed to assume a circular or other suitable shape
where corner posts are suitably provided to permit such
other configurations.

Referring now to the detail shown in FIGURES 4, 5
and 6, it will be seen that the corner posts include upper
tubular section 16 and lower stake section 18, said sec-
tions being telescopically related. That is, lower stake
section 18 being of slightly smaller diameter than the in-
side diameter of upper tubular section 16, is coaxially
slidable therein and is outwardly extensible with re-
spect to the upper section through open end 29 thereof.

Said upper tubular section 16 is preferably closed at
the upper end 22 thereof and is provided with a plurality
of dowls 24 extending normally of the outside surface
thereof, said dowls being provided to function as confin-
ing member-fastening means arranged to cooperate with
corresponding aforesaid dowl-receiving openings 14 to
support said confining member as shown in FIGURES 2
and 3 of the drawings. A passage 26 is disposed through
the wall of said tubular section 16 adjacent said lower
end 20 thereof, said passage being purposeful in coacting
with the retention means to be described hereinbelow fol-
lowing, whereby said upper and lower sections may be
selectively secured in extended or retracted relation.

Retention means 28, illustrated operatively in cross-
section and in plan elevation in FIGURES 4 and 5, re-
spectively, and in isolated plan elevation in FIGURE 6,
is seen comprised of an L-shaped angle plate having one
leg 30 thereof, pivotally attacheéd to said tubular section
16 by elongate hinge 32, said hinge being secured to said
tubular section 16 by welding as shown or by any suitable
attaching means. The other leg 34, thereof, provides a
step portion exiending outwardly with respect to said
tubular section, a peg member 36 extending integrally and
rearwardly thereof, said peg member being aligned with
said passage 26 disposed through the wall of said tubular
section and removably receivable therewithin.

Upper and lower detents 38 and 48, respectively, dis-
posed in linear, spaced relation within the surface of said
lower stake section 18 may be selectively aligned with said
passage 26 to thus register therewith; detent 38 being in
registry when said stake section is in the extended posi-
tion shown in broken line designation 18’, detent 46 be-
ing in registry therewith when said stake section 18 is in
the retracted position as shown in solid line designation.

Thus it will be appreciated that when section 18 is ex-
tended or retracted in the direction of arrow 42, retention
means 28 will function to secure said lower stake section
18 in the desired telescoping pesition with respect to the
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upper tubular section 16. Accordingly, peg meniber 36
which accomplishes such securement may be removed or
received within passage 26 depending upon the pesition
of hinged retenticn means 28 Thus, release of said
lower stake section will be effectuated by swinging said
retention means to the broken line position designated
by numeral 28’, or securement of said lower section in
either of the aforedescribed alternate positions will be
realized by swinging said retention means to the down-
ward solid line position. Once in the downward position,
said step portion 34, which extends perpendicularly to the
tubular section may be depressed as shown in FIGURE 1
by the foot of the user, thereby facilitating driving the
stake section into the ground, while simultaneously main-
taining said stake section in extended relation with respect
to the upper tubular section.

Floor member 4, formed of flexible fabric 44, is of
substantially rectangular configuration, although other
suitable configurations may be employed. Said floor
member is slightly larger of length and width than is the
projected area of the erected peripheral confining mem-
ber 1 to thereby overlap the bottom edge of said confin-
ing member as shown in FIGURE 3. Eyeletted openings
46 provided at each corner of floor member 4 are adapted
to receive the lower stake sections 18 of corner posts 2,
said post-fastening means 14 and said confining member-
fastening means being cooperative to retain said peripheral
confining member about said corner posts in upright reia-
tion with respect to said floor member.

As shown in FIGURE 7, the confining and floor memi-
bers may be rolled up and casried within carrying bag 48,
the corner posts being telescopically collapsible and also
carryable therewithin.

In assembling the play pen after removal of the com-
ponent parts thereof from the carrying bag, the floor
member 4 is spread upon the ground, e.g., sand if at a
beach area, and the stake sections, after being extended
as aforedescribed, are then driven into the sand by utiliza-
tion of the step portion integral with the retention means.
The péripheral confining member is then simply placed
about the upright corner posts, the dowls 24 of said posts
being inserted through the eyeletied openings 14 provided
at the corners of said confining peripheral members to
thus secure said member with respect to said upright
corner posts. Cut away portions 59 are provided at the
corners of the confining member adjacently of the bottom
edge thereof to preclude interference of the fabric with
the step portion of the retention member 28.

Although the preferred embodiment of the device has
been described, it will be understood that within the pur-
view of this invention various changes may be made in
the forms, details, proportion ard arrangement of paris,
the combination thereof and mode of operation, which,
generally stated, consists in a device capable of carrying
out the objects set forth, as disclosed and defined in the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A collapsible playpen, comprising in combination,
a peripheral confining member, four corner posts and a
floor member, said peripheral confining member being
formed of flexible fabric adapted to assume a substantially
rectangular configuration when supported by said posts,
said confining member having four corners and open top
and bottom regions, a plurality of spaced dowl-receiving-
openings provided through the corners thereof, portions
of said corners being cut away adjacent the bottom edges
thereof, said corner posts including an upper tubular sec-
tion and a lower stake section, said tubular and stake sec-
tions being telescopically related, said stake section hav-
ing a plurality of linearly spaced detents disposed within
the surface thereof, said tubular section being closed at
one end and open at the other end, a passage being dis-
posed through the wall of said tubular section adjacent
said other end therecf, an L-shaped angle plate one leg
thereof being pivotally attached to said tubular section,

10

20

25

30

40

60

70

4

the other leg thereof providing a step portion extending
outwardly with respect to said tubular section and a peg
member extending rearwardly of said other leg, said peg
member being removably receivable within said passage
disposed through the wall of said tubular section, said
peg member being arranged for removable registry with
respect to the detents provided within said stake section,
a plurality of dowls extending normally of said tubular
section, said dowls being receivable within said spaced
dowl-receiving-openings provided through the corners of
said confining member, said floor member being formed
of flexible fabric of substantially rectangular configura-
tion, an eyeletted opening provided at each corner of said
floor member, said stake sections being removably receiv-
able through said openings to thereby retain said periph-
eral confining member in upright relation with respect to
said floor member,

2. A collapsible playpen, comprising in combination, a
peripheral confining member, four corner posts and a
ficor member, said peripheral confining member being
formed of flexible fabric adapted to assume a substan-
tially rectangular configuration when supported by said
posts, said confining member having four cormers and
open top and bottom regions, post-fastening means pro-
vided at the respective corners of said confining member,
portions of said corners being cut away adjacent the bot-
tom edges thereof, said corner posts including an upper
tubular section and a lower stake section, said tubular
and stake sections being telescopically related, said stake
section having a plurality of linearly spaced detents dis-
posed within the surface thereof, the wall of said tubular
section having a passage disposed therethrough, said pas-
sage being positioned adjacent one end of said tubular sec-
tion, confining member-fastening means provided sur-
facedly of said tubular sections, an L-shaped angle plate
one leg thereof being hingedly attached to said tubular
section, the other leg thereof providing a step portion
extending outwardly with respect to said tubular section
and a peg member extending rearwardly of said other
leg, said peg member being removably receivable within
said passage disposed through the wall of said tubular
section, said peg member being arranged in removable
registry with respect to the detents provided within said
stake section, said floor member being formed of flexible
fabric of substantially rectangular configuration, said
fioor member being of greater area than the area con-
fined by said confining member, an eyeleited opening pro-
vided at each corner of said fioor member, said stake
sections being removably receivable through said open-
ings, said post-fastening means. and said confining mem-
ber-fastening means being cooperative to retain said pe-
ripheral confining member about said coraer posts in up-
right relation with respect to said floor member.

3. A collapsible playpen, comprising in combination,
a peripheral confining member, four corner posts and a
ficor member, said peripheral confining member being
formed of flexible fabric adapted to assume a substan-
tially rectangular configuration when supporied by said
posts, said confining member having four corners and
open top and bottom regions, post-fastening means pro-
vided at the respective corners of said confining member,
said corner posts including an upper tubular section and
a lower stake section, said tubular and stake sections being
telescopically related, confining member-fastening means
provided surfacedly of said tubular sections, retention
means adapted to selectively secure said secticns in ex-
tended or retracted relation, said retention means includ-
ing a step portion upon which external force may be

exerted in a direction parallel to the longitudinal axes of -

said posts, said floor member being formed of a flexible
fabric having an area greater than the area confined by
said confining member, an eyeletted opening provided
at each corner of said floor member, said stake sections
being receivable through said openings, said post-fasten-
ing means and said confining member-fastening means

——
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being cooperative to retain said peripheral confining mem-
ber about said corner posts in upright relation with re-
spect to said fioor member.

4. A collapsibie playpen, comprising in combination,
a peripheral confining member, four corner posts and a
ficor member, said peripheral confining member being
formed of flexible fabric adapted to assume a substantially
rectangular configuration when supported by said posts,
said confining member having four corners and top and
bottom regions, posi-fastening means provided at the re-
spective corners of said confining member, said corner
posts including an upper tubular section and a lower stake
section, said tubular and stake sections being telescopical-
Iy related, confining member-fasiening means provided
serfacedly of said tubular sections, retention means
adapted to selectively gecure said sections in extended
or retracted relation, said floer member being formed of
a fiexible fabric having an area greater than the area con-
fined by said confining member, an eyeletted opening
provided at each corner of said floor member, said staks
sections being receivable through said openings, said posi-
fastening and confining member-fastening means being
cooperative to retain said peripheral confining member
about said corner posts in upright relation with respect
to said floor member.

5. In a collapsibie playpen inciuding corner posts for
supporting a peripheral confining member, said corner
posts each being comprised of an upper tubular section
and a lower stake section, said tubular and stake sections
being telescopicaly related, said stake section having a
plurality of linearly spaced detents disposed within the
surface thereof, said tubular section being closed at one
end and open at the cther end, a passage being disposed
through the wall of said tubular section adjacent said
other end thereof, an L-shaped angle plate one leg there-
of being pivotally attached to said tubular section, the
other leg thereof providing a step portion extending out-
wardly with respect toc said tubular section, and a peg
member extending rearwardly of said other leg, said peg
member being removably receivable within said passage
disposed through the wall of said tubular section, said
peg member being arranged for removable registry with
respect to the detents provided within said stake section.

6. In a collapsible piaypen inciuding cormer posts for
supporting a peripheral confining member, each said
corner posts being comprised of an upper tubular section
and a lower stake section, said tubular and stake sections
being telescopically related, said stake section having a
plurality of linearly spaced detents disposed within the
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surface therecf, the wall of said tubular section having a
passage disposed therethrough, said passage being posi-
tioned adjacent an end of said tubular section, fastening
means provided surfacedly of said tubular section, said
fastening means being adapted for connecting said corner
posts to said confining member, an L-shaped angle plate,
one leg thereof being hingedly attached to said tubular
section, the other leg thercof providing a step portion ex-
tending outwardly with respect to said tubular section and
a peg member extending rearwardly of said other leg, said
peg member being removably receivable within said pas-
sage disposed through the wall of said tubuiar section,
said peg member being arranged in removable registry
with respect to the detents provided within said stake sec-
tion.

7. A collapsible playpen, comprising a peripheral in-
tegral confining member, four corner posts and a floor
member, said peripheral confining member being formed
of flexible fabric adapted to assume a substantially rec-
tangular configuration when supported by said posts, said
confining member having four corners and open top and
bottom regions, a plurality of spaced dowel-receiving-
openings provided through the corners thereof, said corner
posts including an upper tubular section and a lower stake
section, said tubular and stake sections being telescopical-
ly related, a plurality of dowels exiending normally of
said tubular section, said dowels being receivable within
said spaced dowel-receiving-openings provided through the
corners of said confining member, said floor member be-
ing formed of flexible fabric of substantially rectangular
configuration, an eyeletted opening provided at each corner
of said floor member, said stake sections being removably
receivable through said openings to thereby retain said
periphéral confining member in upright relation with re-
spect to said floor member.
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