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SEAT-BACK SLIP COVER.

Application filed Aungust 5. 1927. Serial No. 210,804.

My invention relates to improvements in
detachable covers for seats, and more espe-
cially upholstered vehicle seats. The object
of my invention is to produce a strong, sim-
ple, and convenient cover and means of at-
tachment to enable the cover to be quickly
applied.to or removed from a seat back or
back rest. and in such a manner that the
cover will hang smoothly and handsomely,
the fastenings at the upper edge will be con-
cealed. and the cover will alwayvs lie smooth-
ly without reference to its shrinkage or dis-
tortion by the pressure of people against
it. This is not so simple as it seems. and
great difficulties have been met in producing
a cover and attachments which would have
the above results. The cover is likely to
shrink, and where it is fastened rigidly to
some part of the seat or adjacent part, the
fastenings are apt to show in an unsightly
way, or to come into injurious contact with
the clothing or person or of some extrane-
ous matter. Moreover, as generally applied
the strain on the cover is uneven, and the
cover does not lie as smoothly and hand-
somelv as is desirable. In carrying out my
invention I use a bar which is preferably
flat and therefore somewhat springy which
lies upon the upper edge of the seat back
and conforms to the shape of such edge, this
bar or stiffening rod being contained in a
‘keeper at the top edge of the cover, and the
cover has openings in the under side at this
edge by which fastening attachments se-
cured to the top part of the seat can engage
and support the stiffening bar or element.
Thus the cover is fastened at all points
along the line conforming to the outline of
the seat top, it has a flexible or sliding rela-
tion to the stiffening element, the stiffening
-element is engaged by the supports which
lie beneath it and the top edge of the cover,
and the walls of the car or similar parts
hold the bar against longitudinal movement.
Thus I get a simple structure, and one which
is reliable and easily applied. This will be
better understood from the :description
which fallows.

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective
view lookine toward the interior of an auto-
mobile, of the sedan type. showing fragmen-
tarily the removable seat back cover con-
structed in accordance with the invention

applied.

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional
view through the seat back showing the fas-
tener for the removable cover mounted
for the application of said cover. ‘

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 2
showing the initial engagement of the seat
cover with the fastener. :

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2
showing the removable seat cover complete-
1y applied to the seat back. '

Figure 5 is a detailed plan view of the
stiffening element removed from the cover.

Figure 6 is a sectional view on the line
6—6 of Figure 6 looking in the direction of
the arrows. _

Figure 7 is a fragmentary plan view of
the removable seat back cover looking to-
ward the outer side thereof. _

Figure 8 is a fragmentary perspective
view of the seat back cover showing in de-
tail the casement and the reinforcement
therein. ' )

Figure 9 is a fragmentary plan view of
the seat back cover looking toward the under
face or side thereof. -

Similar reference characters indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views in the drawings.

Referring to the drawings in detail. A
designates generally a seat. in this instance
the rear seat of an automobile. which in Fig-
ure 1 of the drawing being illustrative of
the sedan type. The seat A as usunal in-
cludes the seat cushion section B and the
back section C, the latter being permanently
built into the automobile body and extends
from side to side thereof. with the upper or
top edge 10 conforming to the shape of the
rear wall of the automobile bhody, effecting
with the inner surface of said wall a corner
11 coextensive with the upper or top edge
of the back C, as will be apparent from Fig-
ures 2 to 4 inclusive of the drawings. The
present day types of automobile bodies vary
In the arrangement of the rear seats and the
invention herein set forth contemplates ap-
plication and use with all tvpes of seat
structure present in the varying styles of
automobile bodies.

The removable seat back cover constitut-
ing the present invention comprises a sec-
tion 12 made from any suitable material and
of a size and shape to conform to the seat
back C for entirely covering that part of the
seat A, and to render it of the slip type the
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section 12 has formed at one edge a casement
13, the edge and said casement being shaped
to conform identically with the contour of
the top edge of the seat back C, an example
of this contour being illustrated in Figures
7 and 9 of the drawings.

The casement 13 extends entirely across
the top edge of the cover, and receives a re-
inforcing or stiffening bar 14 which as illus-
trated 1s flat and therefore somewhat
springy, so that it can be more easily ap-
plied, It conforms to the top edge portion
of the seat and lies flat and snug thereon as
shown in Figure4. Itcan beslipped into the
casement 13, and as the stiffening bar extends
entirely across the seat. it is prevented from
moving lengthwise by the car walls, but of
course where the walls do not come into
close contact with the seat back, other means
can be substituted for preventing the lon-
gitudinal displacement of the stiffening

bar. It will be noted from the description

below that the bar is engaged by supports
on the seat edge, and thus the cover is not
fastened rigidly at definite points, but is
held all along the reinforcing or stiffening
bar, and therefore lies smoothly, does not
strain the fastenings, and moreover it is
easily secured. '

Adapted to be engaged in the top edge 10

_ of the seat back C are several fasteners 15,
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the number thereof varying as the occasion
may require or to meet the demand in the
application of the cover section 12 to the
seat back. Each fastener 15 preferably in-
cludes a threaded shank having a right an-
gular head or bill end 16, the threaded shank
being screwed into the top edge 10 of the
seat back C at a point slightly removed
from the juncture of the top edge 10 with
the inner wall of the automobile body, as is
clearly illustrated in Figures 2 to 4 inclu-
sive of the drawings, with the bill or head
16 which is at right angles to the shank of
the fastener 15 directed rearwardly or in
confronting relation to the said rear wall
of the automobile body. :

The -cover section 12 at the casement
13 thereof has formed in the under side of
said casement, at the points of location of
the fasteners 15 when engaged in the top
edge 10 of the seat back C, reinforced slits
17, the reinforcement of each slit 17 being
effected preferably by button hole stitch-
ing so that the edges” of the slits will not
ravel or break throughout their extent.
These slits 17 each are disposed in substan-
tially parallel relation to the opposite side
edges  of the section 12 to enable the easy
application of the cover section 12 to the
seat back C and the fastening of said cover
in place. ' :

In the application' of the cover section
12 it is of course understood that the fasten-
ers 15 have been placed and secured in the
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top edge 10 of the seat back C at the proper
points of location. The said section 12 is
placed over the seat back C to bring the
casement 13 in juxtaposition to the top edge
10 of the seat back. This positioning
brings the slit 17 in substantial alignment
with the heads or bill ends 16 of the fas-
teners ‘15, whereupon the casement 13 is
manually manipulated to have the heads or
bill ends 16 of the fasteners pass through
the slits 17 so that the stiffening bar 14 can
be slipped beneath the heads or hills 16
and engaged therewith so as to lie upon the
top edee 10 of the seat back C in the posi-
tion shown in Figure 4 of the drawings.
When the bar 14 rests upon the top edee
10 of the seat back C it will be disposed in
abutting relation to the inner wall of the
automobile body next to the seat back C
to have the casement 13 confined within the
corner 11 between the top edge 10 of the
seat back C and the wall of the automobile
body adjacent thereto.

In the fastening of the section 12 as here-

_inbefore explained, it will be apparent that

the head or bill end 16 of each fastener 15
will be concealed in the casement 13 when
said fastener is engaged with the reinforcing
bar 14 with the head or bill end 16 of
said fastener overhanging the bar, thus pre-
senting to the top edge of the seat back
when the cover 12 is applied a smooth ap-
pearance to the latter without the fasteners
therefor exposed to view.

By the presence of the reinforcing bar 14
in the'casement 13 of the cover section 12,
when the latter is fastened upon the seat
back C any strains or pulling action upon
the section 12 will be distributed through-
out the extent of the reinforcing bar 14 and
the section 12 relieved from puckering or
wrinkling along its attached edge at the top

-or upper edge 10 of the seat back C. Ad-

ditionally, the cover section 12 will at all
times overlie completely the back C of the
seat A and be maintained smooth without
liability of disarrangement resultant from

occupancy of the seat A. :

It is to be understood, of course, that the
cross sectional shape of the reinforcing bar
14 may be varied and likewise the style or
kind of fasteners illustrated in the drawings
may be changed to meet the demand in the
fitting of ‘the removable seat cover to the
seat back C and the fastening of said cover
in place. v

From the foregoing description it will be

seen that I have devised a very strong and

simple means of attaching a cover to a seat
back or back rest, that by means of the rein-
forcing element and the supports on the back
rest the cover can be quickly applied or
removed, that the strain is applied at all
points along the seat top, and that for this
reasor there are no special stresses or strains
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at any particular points, and the cover
therefore is not likely to become wrinkled or
strained or distorted. S

What is claimed is: - :

1. As an article of manufacture, a cover
for automobile seat backs comprising a sheet
of fabric adapted to cover the said back,
and a reinforcing bar curved at its ends and
associated with the said cover and shaped
to conform to and lie on and extend entirely
across the upper edge of the said back.’

2. As an article of manufacture, a cover

" for the back rest of an automobile seat com-

16

~ to and lie entirely on the upper

20

prising a sheet of flexible fabric, a stiffening-
bar or element slidably associated with the
top edge of the cover and shaped to conform
edge of the
said back, and means extending around said
bar for slidably holding the same in place.

3. A cover for the back rest of an auto-

" mobile seat comprising a sheet of fabric

25

30

having a casement at its upper edge, a stif-
fening element extending through the case-
ment and shaped to conform to and lie en-
tirely on the upper edge of the back rest of
the seat, and means extending into the under
side of the casement and loosely engaging
around the stiffening element for fastening
the latter and cover to the said upper edge
of the sea’. :

4. A cover for the back rest of an auto-
mobile seat comprising a sheet of fabric to
cover the said back rest, a stiffening element
shaped to conform to and lie entirely on the
upper edge of the seat back, a slidable con-

nection between the upper edge of the cover

. per seat back edge,

and the said stiffening element, and -means
extending around said element for slidably
holding the stiffening element upon the up-

said means together with
the stiffening element being concealed by
the said upper edge of the cover.

5. A cover for tghe back rest of an auto-
mobile seat comprising a sheet of flexible
material to cover the said seat back, having
a casement at its upper edge, a stiffening
element held in the casement and shaped to
extend entirely across and lie on and con-

form to the shape of the upper edge of the °

the automobile wall pre-

seat back, whereby
displacement of said stiff-

vents longitudinal
ening element, and
stiffening element
seat back, said means together with the stiff-
ening element being concealed by the outer
part of the casement.

6. The combination
an automobile seat, of a stiffening bar or
clement shaped to conform to the upper
edge of the seat back and adapted to lie
entirely upon and extend across said upper
edge, a cover for the seat back having its
upper edge lying over the stiffening element,
and fastening devices secured to the top

edge of the seat back extending through the

back part of the cover and loosely engaging
around the stiffening element.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification this 3rd day of
August, 1927.

WALTER L. FRY.
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