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(87) Abstract: Provided is an absorbent article which has superior
breathability compared to the prior art. This absorbent article compris-
es a first contracting portion which stretches the waist opening around
the waist. The first contracting portion includes first elastic members
which are provided in a direction around the waist, and is provided to a
first region from among the front body region and the rear body region,
the first region being proximal to a waist opening edge which forms
a waist opening through which the waist of the wearer can be passed.
The first contracting portion has a plurality of first elastic members
provided thereto at a constant interval, and the interval between said
first elastic members falls within the range of 6.5 mm to 20 mm, in-
clusive.
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Claims are classified into the following two inventions.
(Invention 1) Claims 1-22

Claims 1-22 have the special technical feature in which “a plurality of
first stretchable members are disposed at a constant interval in a first
contraction part, wherein the interval between the first stretchable members
is 6.5-20 mm,” and are thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 23-28

It cannot be said that claims 23-28 have a special technical feature
identical or corresponding to that of claim 1 classified as invention 1.

Also, «claims 23-28 are not dependent on c¢laim 1, and are not
substantially identical or equivalent to any of the claims classified as
invention 1.

Thus, claims 23-28 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Also, claims 23-28 have the special technical feature in which “the
interval between a plurality of stretchable members included in a lower
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