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To all 'hort, f m(ty conce?', 
le it know that I, Joi N. W. SWANSON. 

a citizen of the inited States, and a resiet 
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and 
('on 1 onwealt of Massachusetts, have ill 
ventec certain new and useful ?niprove 
(its in I)rawer-Locks, of which the fol 

lowing is a fill and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

in proved means for locking a set of drawer's 
against Lil Warranted opening, by locking 
() ) e l'awei' alone; the improvements relat 
ing to means wherely the drawei's can at 
will be rendered incapable of being affected 
by the said one drawer alone, so that any 
cle or all the drawei's can be withdrawn 
with entire in lependence of the controlling 
(raw (1. 
The improvenents relate to certain de 

tails of construction hereinafter set forth. 
In the drawings forming part of this 

specification, Figure 1 is a side sectional 
elevation of a set of drawers embodying my 
improvements, the same being shown as 
locked in position. Fig. 2 is a similar view, 
but showing the top drawer partly open and 
the other drawers unlocked. Fig. 3 is a sec 
tional detail view on a larger scale, , of the 
drawer locking device. Fig. 4 is a face view 
of parts thereof. Fig. 5 is a side view of 
the member carried by the top drawer for 
actitating the locking device. Fig. 6 is a 
face view of the same. 
The case 1 carrying the drawers 2, which 

: '(' shown as three in number, has fastened 
fi the inter surface of its back three stir 
'i: 3 carrying friction rolls 4. Retween 
s: il rolls an stirrip-fronts is slidably lo 
cated a locking a 5 having at arm 6 at its 
type l' etc., an two slots 7 at intermediate 
tifs. (Fig. 3.) In to said slots the hooks 

:) re: ching from the backs of the two lower 
(fra vers are adapted to enter and to be 
locked therein by the engagement of the 
hooks with the upper ends of the slots, each 
hook being pivotally held by a drawer at 
10, and resintly pressed upward by a leaf 
spring i. When a drawer is plished in to 
its limit, its hook is depressed by the meet 
ing of its rounded end with the rounded 
edge of the slot, until the hook is snapped 
upward by its spring into engagement with 
the real' s : face of the bar. Each hook is 
held from rising above its normal horizon 
tal positi in by means of a lig 12 contacting 
with the inner face of the plate 13, as shown 

in Fig. ii. Shi Jil it be lesi e i to : ye : y 
lie (; the trawei's capable of ring Ishti: 
it () : lice witl II its locking. its ok ir 
latch :) is Jr.'sses low Yard to it lo; it in 
sli (W1) ill clotteti lit's in Fig. 3.; see tre, 
there by the let ent : ['ig. I showing (). 
noi'inal ...sition of sail let ent in ?till lites, 
and its lockiig position in clotte lines. 
This fastenet down, the look is incapable. 
of eligilging the upper end of its slot : 
its associate drawer is entirely free 
shut all opened. This is especially val 
liable where one (rawei' alone of the two 
lower onc's is to be freely no valle, whi). 
permitting the other to be inder the locking 
control of the top drawer. k . 
For the control of the lower drawer by 

the topmost one, the latter is provide with 
all antifriction roll 16 rotatably supported 
by the plate 17 pivoted at 19 to swing lat. 
erally, as shown in Ifigs. 5 and G. When this 
drawer is pushed in to its limit, said roll 
rides up on the arm 6 and depresses the lock 
ing bar 5, the latter being resiliently su). 
ported by a helical spring 20 surrounding 
its lower extremity. By unfastening the 
thumb screw 21, and swinging the plate 1, 
to one side, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 
6, the roll 16 will escape the artn (3 and the 
locking bar will remain elevated and its 
slots too high for the hooks 9 to engage the 
tipper ends thereof. The thumb screw 2. 
being entered into a hole 22 at the proper 
place to hold the Swinging plate and its rol 
this laterally displaced, all three of the 
dra wei's are as free as those of an ordinary 
case of drawers. With the roll 16 in its no. 
Ilal position, the closing of the topmost 
rawer (depresses the locking bar so that the 

() lie!' (Ira wers will be automatically locket 
with they also are closed, and will be re 
leilseo! When the top drawer is opened more 
or less. If either of the lower drawer's his 
its (?k fastened down as above descriled, 
then it will be unaffected by the action of 
the top drawer, while the other drawer 
whose ()' k is normal will be atton);itically 
locked all released by the novenients of 
the top drawer. The spring 20 abilis le. 
tween the shoulder or collar 23 ?ix or oil it. 
lor:king bar 5, and the seat, 24 through which 
the extrennity of said bar freely slides. 

It is, of oil'se, evident that each drawer 
Intist be entirely withdrawn before its hooks 
or its roll can be altered as above set fort. 

It is a great bother to have the da wers 
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same when the topmost drawer is pushed 30 always automatically locked whenever the 's 
back into place, and means for locking said, top draw is closed, as in all the other self 

locking cases with which I am acquainted, 
as it, so often happens that it is desirable 
this to shut the drawers to keep out dust 
and chips-when used in a shop for which 
I have especially designed it, and yet any 
one of them must be free to be opened on 
the instant in order to get at Some tool con 
tained therein. My arrangement is conse 
quently of considerable value, both in hav 
ing all the drawers free of control at a time, 
and also in having any one of then free and 
the other's adapted to be automatically 
locked. . 
y What I claim as my invention and for 
Whiels I desire Letters Patent is as follows, 
to wit:- 

1. A case having a plurality of diawers 
slidable therein, in combination with a lock 
ing device carried by each of the lower 
drawers, a vertically slidable locking bar 
adapted when depressed to engage said lock 
ing devices, a plate pivoted to the rear of 
the topmost drawer to swing in a transverse 
vertical plane, an anti-friction roll carried 
by said plate and adapted, when the plate is 
hanging in its normal position, to engage 
the upper end of said bar and depress the 

plate both in the herein described position 
and also in a position wherein it has been 
swung to one side for avoiding said bar 
and thereby leaving the lower drawers un 
locked. 

2. A case having a plurality of drawers. 
slidable therein, in combination with a ver tical slidable bar resiliently supported and 
having vertical slots corresponding to said 
drawers, hooks pivotally carried by said 
drawers and resiliently pressed upward 
into engagement with the upper ends of said 
slots, a slotted plate being provided for 
each hook, and each hook having a lu adapted iy engagement with its Nociate 
plate to keep the hook from rising too high 
to enter its slot, and a detent pivoted to 
each plate above its hook for locking the 
latter out of engagement with its slot. 

in testimony that I claim the foregoing 
invention, I have hereunto set my hand this 
20th day of May, 1912. 

JOHN V. SWANSON. 
Witnesses: 

A. B. UPHAM, 
. ... WHITTLESEY. 


