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Botanical designation: Pittosporum tobira. 
Cultivar denomination: “CNI Three. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
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The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar 
of Pittosporum, botanically known as Pittosporum tobira, 
and hereinafter referred to by the name CNI Three. 
The new Pittosporum is a naturally-occurring branch 

mutation of Pittosporum tobira cultivar Wheeler's Dwarf, 10 
not patented. The new Pittosporum was discovered and 
selected by the Inventor in a controlled environment in 
Lumberton, N.C. in October, 1994 within a population of 
plants of the cultivar Wheeler's Dwarf. The selection of this 
branch mutation was based on its variegated leaves. 15 

ASexual reproducation of the new Pittosporum by cut 
tings in a controlled environment in Lumberton, N.C., Since 
the spring of 1998, has shown that the unique features of this 
new Pittosporum are Stable and reproduced true to type in 

2O 
SUCCCSSVC generations 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The cultivar CNI Three has not been observed under all 
possible environment conditions. The phenotype may vary 
Somewhat with variations in environment and cultural prac 
tices Such as temperature and light intensity without, 
however, any variance in genotype. 
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The following traits have been repeatedly observed and 
are determined to be the unique characteristic of CNI 
Three. These characteristics in combination distinguish 
CNI Three as a new and distinct cultivar of Pittosporum : 

1. Compact and roughly hemispherical plant form. 
2. Freely branching habit; dense and bushy plant habit. 35 
3. Relatively Small green and pale yellow variegated 

leaves. 

4. Tolerant to full Sun and partial Shade conditions. 
5. Tolerant to low temperatures. 

Plants of the new Pittosporum differ from plants of the 
parent, the cultivar Wheeler's Dwarf, in the following char 
acteristics: 

1. Plants of the new Pittosporum are more compact than 
plants of the cultivar Wheeler's Dwarf. 

2. Plants of the new Pittosporum have smaller leaves than 
plants of the cultivar Wheeler's Dwarf. 

3. Plants of the new Pittosporum and the cultivar Wheel 
er's Dwarf differ in leaf coloration as plants of the 
cultivar Wheeler Dwarf have solid green-colored 
leaves. 

Plants of the new Pittosporum can be compared to plants 
of the Pittosporum cultivar Lauralee, disclosed in U.S. Plant 
Pat. No. 5,893. In side-by-side comparisons conducted in 
Moncks Corner, S.C., plants of the new Pittosporum differed 
from plants of the cultivar Lauralee in the following char 
acteristics: 

1. Plants of the new Pittosporum were more compact than 
plants of the cultivar Lauralee. 

2. Plants of the new Pittosporum had smaller leaves than 
plants of the cultivar Lauralee. 

3. Plants of the new Pittosporum and the cultivar Lauralee 
differed in leaf variegation pattern. 

Plants of the new Pittosporum can be compared to plants 
of the Pittosporum cultivar Turner's Variegated Dwarf, 
disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No. 4,919. In side-by-side 
comparisons conducted in MonckS Corner, S.C., plants of 
the new Pittosporum differed from plants of the cultivar 
Turner's Variegated Dwarf in the following characteristics: 

1. Plants of the new Pittosporum were more compact than 
plants of the cultivar Turner's Variegated Dwarf. 

2. Plants of the new Pittosporum had smaller leaves than 
plants of the cultivar Turner's Variegated Dwarf. 

3. Plants of the new Pittosporum were more cold hardy 
than plants of the cultivar Turner's Variegated Dwarf. 

4. Plants of the new Pittosporum were not susceptible to 
Leaf Spot whereas plants of the cultivar Turner's 
Variegated Dwarf were susceptible to Leaf Spot. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS 

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the 
overall appearance of the new Pittosporum, showing the 
colors as true as it is reasonably possible to obtain in colored 
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may 
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed 
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of 
the new Pittosporum . 

The photograph on the first sheet is a close-up view of 
typical leaves of CNI Three. 

The photograph on the Second sheet comprises a side 
perspective view of typical plants of CNI Three grown in 
an outdoor nursery. 

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION 

The aforementioned photographs and following observa 
tions and measurements describe plants grown in Moncks 
Corner, S.C., grown in five-gallon containers in an outdoor 
nursery during the Spring and Summer and under conditions 
which closely approximate commercial production. During 
the production of the plants, day temperatures ranged from 
21 to 32 C. and night temperatures ranged from 12 to 26 
C. Plants were about two years old when the photographs 
and the description were taken. Plants were pruned to 
maintain the plant's Symmetry. In the description color 
references are made to The Royal Horticultural Society 
Colour Chart, 1995 Edition, except where general terms of 
ordinary dictionary Significance are used. 

Botanical classification: Pittosporum tobira cultivar CNI 
Three. 

Parentage: Naturally-occuring branch mutation of 
Pittosporum tobira cultivar Wheeler's Dwarf, not pat 
ented. 

Propagation: 
Type.- By cuttings. 
Time to initiate roots, Summer:- About 20 days at 29 

C. 
Time to initiate roots, winter:- About 41 days at 18 C. 
Time to produce a rooted young plant, Summer:- About 

four months at 29 C. 
Time to produce a rooted young plant, winter-About 

six months at 18 C. 
Root description.-Fine; light brown in color. 
ROOting habit.-Freely branching, moderately dense. 

Plant description: 
Plant type.-Perennial evergreen subshrub. 
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Plant form and growth habit.-Compact and roughly 
hemispherical plant form. Upright and outwardly 
Spreading growth habit. Low to moderate vigor. 

Branching habit.-Freely branching; dense and bushy 
plant habit; usually about four main branches each 
with about six lateral branches. 

Plant height. About 27 cm. 
Plant diameter (area of spread).-About 55 cm. 
Lateral branch description.-Length, primary 

branches: About 12 cm. Length, lateral branches: 
About 11 cm. Diameter, primary branches: About 1.1 
cm. Diameter, lateral branches: About 5 mm. Inter 
node lenghth: About 7 mm. Aspect: Upright and 
outwardly spreading. Texture, immature: Pubescent. 
Texture, mature: Woody, rough. Color, immature: 
Close to 145A with brownish tinge. Color mature: 
Closest to 199A. 

Foliage description.-Arrangement: Whorled, simple. 
Length: About 5.75 cm. Width: About 2.6 cm. Shape: 
Oblanceolate. Apex: Acute to obtuse. Base: Cuneate. 
Margin: Entire. Texture, upper and lower Surfaces: 
Smooth, glabrous; leathery. Venation pattern: Pin 
nate. Color: Developing leaves, upper Surface: 
Centers, between 144A and 146A, towards the 
margins, 151A to 151C. Developing leaves, lower 
Surface: Centers, between 146B and 146D; towards 
the margins, close to 160A. Fully expanded leaves, 
upper Surface: Centers, more green than 191A, 
towards the margins, 160C to 158A. Fully expanded 
leaves, lower Surface: Centers, more green than 
191A; towards the margins, 160D to 158A. Venation, 
upper and lower surfaces: Close to 145C. Petiole: 
Length: About 8 mm. Diameter: About 2 mm. 
Texture, upper and lower Surfaces: Smooth, gla 
brous, leathery. Color, upper and lower Surfaces: 
Close to 145C. 

Flower description: Flower development has not been 
observed on plants of the new Pittosporum. 

Disease/pest resistance: Plants of the new Pittosporum have 
been observed to be relatively resistant to root rot 
pathogens, such as Phytophthora. Plants of the new 
Pittosporum have not been observed to be resistant to 
other pathogens and pests common to Pittosporum. 

Garden performance: Plants of the new Pittosporum have 
been observed to have excellent tolerance to wind, rain 
and temperatures from -13 C. to 39 C. 
It is claimed: 
1. A new and distinct Pittosporum plant named CNI 

Three, as illustrated and described. 
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