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1

This invention relates to garment supports, and
more particularly tc a support for carrying gar-
ments inside an automoebhile body.

It is among the objects of the invention to
provide a garment support which will fit into the
rear portion of an automobile body and occupy
a minimum amount of space so that at least one-
haif cof the automobile rear seat will be avail-
able for passenger cccupancy, which is fully ad-
justable to fit automobile bodies of different sizes
and. shapes, which can be easily installed in and
removed from an automobile body without any
material medification of the body structure,
which will support a large number of garments
in suspended condition, so that the garments will
not be crushed or wrinkled, and which is of sim-
ple and light weight construction, durable in
use and economical to manufacture, and may be
locked to hold garment hangers thereon against
rattling or vibration and to prevent unauthor-
ized removal of the hangers and the garments
thereon.

Other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent from a consideration of the following de-
scription and the appended claims in conjunction
with the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is'an elevation of a fragmentary por-
tion of the interior of an automobile body show-
ing a garment support illustrative of the in-
vention operatively mounted therein;

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the garment sup-
port illustrated in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a longitudinal cross-section on an
enlarged scale of a fragmentary portion of the
garment support and is taken substantially on
the line 3—38 of Figure 2;

Figure ‘4 is a front elevation of the garment
support;

Figure 5 is a side elevation on an-enlarged scale
of a fragmentary portion of the garment support;

Figure 6 is a transverse cross-section on an
enlarged scale on the line 6—6 of Figure 1; and

Figure 7 is an elevation of the rear portion
of the garment support.

With continued reference to the drawing, the
garment support comprises, in general, a front
stand {8 for disposition in.-the automobile body
in substantially vertical position immediately to
the rear of the front seat tf of the body, and
with its bottom end resting on the body floor 12,
a rear stand 13 for disposition in substantially
vertical position in the body immediately to.the
rear of the rear seat {4 with its bottom end sup-
ported on the platform (5 at the rear of the
automobile rear seat, a pair of adjustable rods
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18.and : 1T extending in spaced-apart, substan-
tially parallel relationship between the upper end
of the front stand 18 and the upper end of the
rear stand I3, a series of garment hanger sup-
porting -hooks I8 on each of the rods i6 and
i1, and-a locking bar 18 pivotally connected at
one end to the rear-stand I8 at the top end of
such rear stand and bearing ‘at its opposite end
on the top end of the front stand 10, and a plu-
rality of garment hangers 28 carried by the hooks
18.

‘The front stand 18 comprises a pair of spaced-
apart, substantially parallel legs, one of which
comprises an upper,-tubular member 2i and a
lower,-tubular member 22 telescopically received
in -the lower end of the member 2i, and the
other of which comprises an upper, tubular mem-
ber 23 similar to-the member 24, and a lower,
tubular member 24 similar to-the member 22 and
telescopically received in the lower end of the
member 23, A foot 25 is provided on the lower
end of member 22 and a similar foot 26 is pro-
vided on the lower end of the member 24. The
feet 2§ and-26 rest upen the floor {2 of the auto-
mobile body immediately to the rear of the front
seat Il of the body and, if desired, may be
weighted so that-they will firmly engage the sur-
face of the body floor. The tubular member 21
is provided with a screw-threaded aperture re-
ceiving a set screw 27, and the tubular member
23 is provided with a similar aperture receiving
a set screw- 28, the set screws 27 and 28 being
located -near the lower ends of the members 21
and 23, respectively,-and operative to clamp the
upper and lower, tubular members in adjusted
position, so that the height of the front stand
10 can be adjusted to the size and shape of the
automobile body, and particularly to the height
of the platform 15 above the floor §2 of the body.

At their upper ends the tubular members 21 .
and 23 are bent inwardly and flattened, as indi-
cated at 29 and 28, respectively, and a flat bar
31 extends between the upper ends of the mem-
bers 21 and 23. .This bar has perpendicularly-
disposed end portions which contact-the inner
sides of the flattened upper end portions of the
members 24 and 22 and suitable fastening means,
such as the rivéts 32, are inserted through the
members 2f and 23 nedr their upper ends and
through the perpendicularly-disposed end por-
tions ‘of the bar -3t to rigidly secure the bar to
the tubular meémbers 2t and 28 at the upper ends
of -the latter. -A transverse brace 33 extends be-
tween the members 21 and 23 substantially par-
allel to-and spaced downwardly from the bar-3i.
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and this brace is rigidly connected at its oppo-
site ends to the members 21 and 23, respectively.

The rear stand 18, particularly illustrated in
Figure '7, may conveniently comprise a length of
tubing bent to substantially rectangular form.
The tubing is flattened at the bottom end of the
stand and provided with a centrally-located aper-
ture and a flat plate 24 is disposed between the
bottom end of the stand i3 and the platform or
deck 15 and is secured to the stand by suitable
means, such as the rotatable button 3% which
extends from the plate through an elongated
aperture in the bottom end of the stand and is
rotatable o releasably lock the stand to the plate.
The plate 34 may be permanently attached to
the platform or deck 15 of the automobile at the
rear of the rear seat 14, and the stand {3 may be
secured thereon or removed therefrom, as may
be desired.

The two ends of the length of tubing come
together substantially at the center of the top
end of the rear stand 13, and the tubing is flat-
tened at its ends and these flattened end portions
are turned downwardly in spaced-apart, substan-
tially parallel relationship to each other, as indi-
cated at 36, and are provided with registering
apertures to receive a pivot pin or rivet 37 which
pivotally connects the locking bar 19 at one end
to the rear stand [3.

The rod structure (6 comprises an outer, tubu-
lar member 38 which is flattened adjacent its
front end and bears upon the upper surface of
the bar 31 near the upper end of the tubular
member 21 of the front stand. This outer rod
member 38 is rigidly connected at its front end to
the top end of the front stand 10 by suitable
means, such as the rivet 39. A rear tubular
member 40 is telescopically received in the rear
end of the front or outer tubular member 38 and
this rear tubular member 40 is flattened near its
rear end and secured to the upper end of the
rear stand 13 by a suitable fastener, such as the
rivet 41.

The rod structure 17 comprises a front, outer
tubular member 42 similar to the member 28,
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which member 42 is flattened near its front end -

and secured to the bar 31 near the upper end of
the tubular member 23 of the front stand by a
suitable fastener, such as the rivet 43. The rod
structure 11 further comprises the inner, rear
tubular member 48 telescopically received in the
rear end of the outer tubular member 42 and
flattened near its rearward end. The flattened
rearward end of the member 42 rests upon the
upper end of the rear stand (3, and is sscured
thereto by a suitable fastener, such as the
rivet 45.

The hooks I8 are arranged in transversely-
aligned pairs, each pair including a hook on the
rod structure 16 and a complementary hook on
the rod structure 171 and the pairs of hooks are
uniformly spaced apart longitudinally of the
front tubular members 38 and 42 of the rod
structures 16 and 17, respectively. Each of the
hooks 18, as particularly illustrated in Figures 5
and 6, may conveniently comprise an annular or
ring portion 46 surrounding and secured to the
corresponding tubular member 38 or 42, and 2
curved hook portion 47 disposed at the lower side
of the corresponding tubular member 33 or 42,
and having its free end spaced from the tubular
member a distance only sufficient to permit a
garment hanger 20 to be engaged with the hooks.

Each of the garment hangers 20 comprises a
wire or rod structure including a substantially
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straight top bar 48 having at its mid-length loca-
tion an arcuately-curved depression 49, a pair of
garment shoulder bars 56 and 5§, and diagonal
portions 52 and 53 connecting the inner ends of
the shoulder bars 58 and 51, respectively, with
the adjacent outer ends of the top bar 48. If
desired, a trouser or skirt support structure 54
may be secured to the shoulder bars £ and 5l
to depend therefrom, and the hanger may carry
a suitable garment-enclosing bag made of flex-
ible, dust and moisture-impervious material.

The locking bar 18 comprizes a rear, inner
tubular member 55 having at one end a flattened
portion received between the flattened, down-
turned ends 36 of the rear stand 13 and pivotally
secured to the rear stand by the pin or rivet 37,
and a front or outer, tubular member 56 which
telescopically receives, at its rear end, the inner,
tubular member 55. At its forward end the
member 55 is flattened and provided with an
elongated aperture 57 and bears upon the top
surface of the bar 3! between the fronf ends of
the rod structures i and {71. A rotatable button
58 is secured to the bar 31 to extend through the
slot 57 at the front end of the locking bar 19, and
this button may be rotated to releasably lock the
front end of the locking bar to the ftop end of
the front stand 18. If desired, the buttons 35 and
58 may be provided with apertures to receive
padlocks, so that the garment support can he
locked in the automobile and the locking bar {8
can be locked in position, engaging the garment
hangers 20 to prevent unauthorized removal of
the hangers from the support. At its front end
the front, outer member 55 of the locking bar is
curved upwardly to the fiattened portion 59, so
that when the front end of the locking bar is held
in contact with the cross-bar 2i by the button 8,
the locking bar will seat in the depressions 49 in
tiic top bars 48 of the garment hangers and {irmly
support the hangers against rattling and vibra-
tion. The adjustable construction of the rod
structures 6 and 17 and the locking bar {9 per-
mits longitudinal adjustment of the support to
compensate for difierences in the distances be-
tween the rear of the front seat and the rear of
the back seat in different automobile bodies, and
to facilitate installation and removal of the
support.

Relative movement between the front stand 10
and the rear stand 13 is precluded by a set screw
60 which extends through an elongated slot 6f in
the outer, tubular member 56 of the locking bar,
and is threaded into the inner member 55 of the
locking bar near the forward end of such inner
member. This set screw 84 bears upon the outer,
tubular memper 36 at opposite sides of the slot
61, and thus locks the members 55 and 56 to-
gether in adjusted, longitudinal position and,
when the forward end of the locking bar is se-
cured to the top bar 31 of the front irame (G,
precludes relative movement between the front
and rear frames.

The invention may be embodied in other spe-

cific forms without departing from the spirit or

essential characteristics thereof. The present
embodiment is, therefore, to be considered in all
respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the
scope of the invention being indicated by the
appended claims rather than by the foregoing
description, and all changes which come within
the meaning and range of equivalency of the
claims are, therefore, intended to be embraced
therein,
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What is-claimed is:

‘1. ‘A-garment support for mounting in an auto-
mobile body comprising an adjustable front stand
for substantially vertical disposition in an auto-
mobile body with its bottom end resting on the
floor -of such body, a rear stand for disposition in
substantially -vertical position in an automobile
body with its bottom-end resting upon the plat-
form-at.the rear of the rear seat of such body, a
pair -of -adjustable rod structures exterding in
spaced-apart, substantially parallel relationship
between the top ends of said front and rear
stands, a series of spaced-apart, hanger-suppors-
ing hooks on each rod structure, a locking bar
disposed between said rod structures and pivotally
connected at one end te the top end of said rear
stand, and means carried py .said front stand at
the top end thereof and engageable with said
locking bar.at the opposite end of the latter to
releasably lock .said locking har in position to
engage. garment hangers.carried by said hanger-
supporting hooks.

2. A garment support for mounting in an au-
tomobkile bedy comprising an adjustable  front
stand for substantially vertical dispesition in an
automobile body with its bottom end resting on
the floor of such body, a rear stand for disposi-
tion in substantially vertical position in an auto-
moebile: body with its bettom end resting upon
the platform at the rear of the rear seat of such
bedy, a pair-.of .adjustable rod structures ex-
tending in spaced-apart, substantially .parallel
relaticnship between the top ends of said front
and rear stands, a series of spaced-apart, hang-
er-supporting hooks on each rod structure, said
hooks peing arranged in spaced-apart pairs of
transversely-aligned hooks with one hook of each
pair carried by each of said rod structures, a plu-
rality of garment hangei's supported by said hooks
and each including a ton. bhar engaged by the hocks
of a corresponding pair of hooks and having an
arcuate depression at its mid-length location, a
locking bar disposed hetween said rod structures
and pivotally connected at one end to the top end
of said rear stand, said locking bar being engage-
able in the arcuate depressions in the top bars of
said garment hangers to secure said hangers
against rattling or vibration, and means carried
by said front stand at the top end thereof and
engageable with said locking bar at the front end
of the latter to releasably lock said locking bar in
hanger-engaging position.

3. A garment support for mounting in an au-
tomobile body comprising an adjustable front
stand for substantially vertical disposition in an
automobile body with its bottom end resting on
the floor of such body, a rear stand for disposi~-
tion in substantially vertical position in an auto-
mobile body with its boftom end resting upon
the platform at the rear of the rear seat of such
body, a pair of adjustable rod structures extend-
ing in spaced-apart, substantially parallel rela-
tionship between the top ends of said front and
rear stands, a series of spaced-apart, hanger-
supporting hooks on each rod structure, a lock-
ing bar disposed between said rod structures and
pivotally connected at one end to the top end of
said rear stand. and means carried by said front
stand at the top end thereof and engageable with
said locking bar at the opnosite end of the latier
to releasably lock said locking bar in position to
engage garment hangers carried by said hanger-
supporting hooks, said front stand comprising a
pair of spaced-apart, substantially parallel legs
each including an upper tubular member and a

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

56

60

65

70

7%

6

lower member telescopically received in the lower
end -of the upper tubular member, means carried
by each upper-member and-engaging the respee-
tive lower members to secure the two members of
each leg in-various positions of longitudinal ad-
justment, a foot on-the lower end of -each lower
member, a bar-connecting the upper ends of said
upper members, and .a brace extending between
and secured to-said upper members at-a location
spaced from-said bar. .

4. A garment support for mounting: in an- au-
tomobile body comprising -an sdjustable front
stand for substantially vertical disposition in
an-automebile hody ‘with its bhottom end resting
on. the floor of such body, a rear stand for dispo-
sition in substantially vertical positicn in an au-
tomobile body with its hottom end vesting upon
the platform:at the rear of the rear seat of -such
kody, a pair of adjustable rod structures extend-
ing in spaced-apart, substantially parallel rela-
tionship between the top ends of said front and
rear stands, a series-of spaced-apari, hanger-
supporting hooks on each rod structure, a lock-
ing bar disposed hetween said rod structures and
pivotally connected at one end to the top end
of said rear stand, and means. carried by said
front stand at the top end thereof and engage-
able with said locking bar at the cpposite end
of the latter to releasably lock .said locking har
in position to: engage garment hangers carvied
by said hanger-supporting hooks, said rear stand
comprising a -generally rectangular strueture
having a flattened bottom end provided-with an
elongated aperture and flattened, ‘down-turned
portions adjacent the mid-length location of its
upper end, said down-turned portions being dis-
posed at respectively opposite sides of and piv-
otally secured to said locking bar at the rear end
of the latter, a plate disposed below said fiattened
bottom -erid, -and a rotatable button extending
from said plate through the elongated aperture
in the flattened bottom: end of said -generally rec-
tangular structure.’

5. A garment support for mounting in an au-
tomobile body comprising an adjustable front
stand for substantially vertical disposition in an
automobile body with its bottom end resting on
the floor cf such hody, a rear stand for disposi-
tion in substantially vertical position in an auto-
mobile body with its bottom end resting upon the
platform at the rear of the rear seat of such
body, a pair of adjustable rod structures extend-
ing in spaced-apart, substantially parallel rela-
tionship between the top ends of said front and
rear stands, a series of spaced-apart, hanger-
supporting hooks on each rod structure, 2 lock-
ing bar disposed between said rod structures and
pivotally connected at one end to the top end
of said rear stand, and means carried by said
front stand at the top end thereof and engage-
able with said locking bar at the opposite end
of the latter to releasably lock said locking bar
in position to engage garment hangers carried
by said hanger-supporting hooks, each of said
rod structures comprising a tubular front mem-
ber, and a rear member telescopically received
in the rear end of the respective front member.

6. A garment support for mounting in an auto-
mobile body comprising an adjustable front stand
for substantially vertical disposition in an auto-
mobile body with its bottom end resting on the
floor of such body, & rear stand for disposition
in substantially vertical position in an automobile
body with its bottom end resting upon the plat-
form ab the rear of the rear seat of such hody,
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4 pair of adjustable rod structures extending in
spaced-apart, substantially parallel relationship
between the top ends of said front and rear
stands, a series of spaced-apart, hanger-support-
ing hooks on each rod structure, a locking bar
disposed between said rod structures and pivotally
connected at one end to the top end of said rear
stand, and means carried by said front stand at
the top end thereof and engageable with said
locking bar at the opposite end of the latter to
releasably lock said locking bar in position to en-
gage garment hangers carried by said hanger-
supporting hooks, said front stand comprising a
pair of spaced-apart, substantially parallel legs
each including an upper tubular member and a
lower member telescopically received in the lower
end of the upper member, means carried by each
upper member and engaging the respective lower
member to sscure the two members of each leg
in various positions of longitudinal adjustment,
a foot on the lower end of each lower member, a
bay connecting the upper ends of said uppsr mem-
bers, and a brace extending between and secured
to said upper members at a location spaced from
said bar, said rear stand comprising a generally
rectangular structure having a flattened bottom
end provided with an elongated aperture and flat-
tened, down-turned portions adjacent the mid-
length location of its upper end, said down-turned
portions being disposed at respectively opposite
sides of and pivotally secured to said locking bar
at the rear end of the latter, a plate disposed be-
low said flattened bottom end, and a rotatable but-
ton extending from said plate through the elon-
gated aperture in the flattened bottom end of said
generally rectangular structure, and each of said
rod structures comprising a tubular front mem-
ber, and a rear member telescopically received in
the rear end of each front member.

7. A garment support for disposition in an
automobile comprising stands adapted to be sup-
ported in upright position and at spaced apart

ot

10

30

40

locations on the structure of the automobile, &
pair of rods extending in spaced apart and sub-
stantially parallel relationship between the top
ends of said stands and secured at their opposite
ends to said stands, a series of spaced apart
hanger supporting hooks on each rod, a locking
bar pivotally connected at one end to one of said
stands and disposable between said rods to lock
hangers on said hanger hooks, and locking means
engageable between the other of said stands and
said locking bar at the other end of the latter to
releasably lock said locking bar in position be-
tween said rods.

8. A garment support comprising series of
spaced apart hooks, a supporting structure sup-
porting said series of hooks in spaced apart and
substantially parallel relationship to each other,
hangers supported by said hooks each by hooks
disposed one in each series of hooks, a locking
bar connected at one end to the supporting struc-
ture at one end of the series of hooks and engage-
able with said hangers in opposition to said hooks
to lock said hangers on said hooks against un-
authorized removal, and locking means engage-
able between the other end of said locking bar
and said supporting structure for releasably lock-
ing said locking bar in engagement with said
hangers.

WILLIAM S. ROBINSON.
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