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(57) Abstract: A backlight unit according to an embodiment is for irradiating a back surtace side of a liquid crystal display panel by
passing output light from a light source through a light guide plate. The backlight unit is provided with a light intensity control
means that sets the amount of light with which a part corresponding to the center part of an image display screen within the liquid
crystal display panel is irradiated to be greater than the intensity of light with which parts corresponding to peripheral edge parts of
the image display screen is irradiated. The light guide plate is provided with: a lens part that prevents diffusion of light output by the
light source and incident to parts other than parts corresponding to the proximity of the boundary between the center part and peri -
pheral edge parts of the image display screen; and a light diffusing part that diffuses the light output by the light source and incident
to the parts corresponding to the proximity of the boundary between the center part and peripheral edge parts of the image display
screen.
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