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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RoBERT H. BERK-
STRESSER, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at York, in the county of York and
State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements. in Trace-
Holders; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

"My invention relates to improvements in
trace-fasteners for securing the traces of
harness to the whiffletrees of vehicles; and
its object is to provide a simple and eco-
nomical fastener or hook which can be read-
ily secured to the ordinary whiffletrees now
in use. .

The invention consists, essentially, in a
metal plate, an oppositely-extending lug at
each énd projecting beyond the side of the
plate and provided with apertures for the
bassage of screws for securing it to a whif-
fletree, and said plate provided with aper-
tured lugs intermediate said lugs, the hook
journaled to said lugs, having its end bent at
a right angle and formed with a lug adapted
toengage with an aperture in the whiffletree,
and aspring secured to the hook and bearing
upon said plate,ashereinafter fully described
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a trace-fastener con-
structed according to my invention, showing
the same applied to a whiffletree. Fig.2isa
longitudinal sectional view of thesame, Fig.
3 is a plan view of the plate. "Fig. 4 is a de-
tail sectional view.

In thesaid drawings the reference-numeral
1 designates a whiffletree of any ordinary or
suitable construction provided with a rec-
tangular recess 2 near the end and an inter-
secting aperture 2°.

The numeral 3 designates the fastener, con-
sisting of the plate 4, having at opposite ends
a lateral lug 5, projecting outwardly in an
opposite direction beyond the sides of the
plate 4 and provided with holes or apertures

for the passage of screws 6, by which it is
secured to the whiffletree. These lugs pro-
ject beyond the plane of the plate, so that
the screws can be readily inserted in the
holes therein and secured into the whiffle-
tree. Said plate on the outer side, interme-
diate of said lugs, is provided with two lugs
7, to which is connected a hook 8, consisting
of a rectangular arm 9, having apertured
lugs 10, coinciding with the lugs 7 and
through which passes a pivot 12, by which
the arm ispivotally connected with the plate.
One end of this arm is formed with a finger-
hold 13, while the other end extends out-
wardly and is bent at a right angle, forming
a short arm 14, adapted to engage with the
recess 2 in the whiffletree, and is provided
with a lug 15, which engages with the aper-
ture or hole 2°. Secured to the under side
of arm 9 is a spring 16, passing between the
pivot12 and the arm and itsfree end abutting
against the plate 4.

The operation will be readily understood.
The trace to be connected to the whiffletree
is provided with a hole or slot and is slipped
over the end of the whiffletree, so as to come
between the plate 4 and the recess 2. The
curved spring will now cause the hook to be
depressed, so that the end of arm 14 will en-
gage with the recess 2 and the lug 15 enter
the hole 2* - By this means the trace will be
securely connected with the whiffletree with-
out liability of accidental disengagement,
yet ean be readily disconnected, when de-
sired, by depressing the finger-piece of the
hook, which will elevate the hook or arm 14
and allow the trace to be slipped off.

By the above construction the lug at the
bent end of the pivoted arm entering the re-
cess in the whiffletree in advance of -said
arm prevents the said bent end from strik-
ing and wearing away the walls of the recess.
- Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim is—

In a trace hook or fastener, the combina-
tion with the plate having a laterally-extend-
ing apertured lug at opposite ends projecting
beyond the side of the plate and formed with
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screw-holes, the apertured lugs on the outer | and central intersecting hole, substantially
face of said plate, the arm having coineiding | as described. 10
lugs, the pivot-pin, the spring secured to In testimony whereof I affix my signature
said arm, and the said arm having one end | in presence of two witnesses.

bent at right angles forming a short arm, the ROBERT H. BERKSTRESSER.
lug at the extremity thereof, and the finger- ‘Witnesses:

piece at the inner end of the pivoted arm, of W. E. GARTMAN,

the whiffletree having a rectangular recess RovaLl E. BURNHAM.



