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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGE B. FRENCE, of 

Ivoryton, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and 

5 useful Improvements in the Manufacture of 
Key-Board Coverings for Pianos and other 
Musical Instruments, of which the following 
is a specification. 
The invention consists in so punching or cut 

Io ting the spaces for the short keys in a sheet of 
covering material-as, for instance, celluloid 
before the same is glued to its base-board that 
the punched or cut-out pieces may be utilized 
by being glued to the narrow portions of the 

I5 long keys of a Second base. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a plan view of a set of keys, showing the man 
ner in which they have been cut heretofore. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of a set of keys cut and 

2O made according to my improved method. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts. 
In making keys for pianos and organs it has 

been customary heretofore to glue a sheet of 
25 celluloid or other like material of which the 

covering is to be composed upon the base-board 
upon which the spaces A-that is to say, the 
spaces for the sharp and flat keys-are sawed 
out of the celluloid or other plate by means of 

3o a band or circular saw. By sawing the cellu 
loid plates saw-kerfs B are produced, and a 

considerable quantity of the material is thus 
wasted and the celluloid occupying the spaces 
A is lost, as this part of the celluloid is glued 
on the wooden base which is cut out with it, 
and thus cannot be utilized. I cut or punch 
the spaces A out of the celluloid plate, and then 
glue this punched or cut plate upon the base 
board, and then separate the keys in the ordi 
nary manner by sawing. As the piece of cel 
luloid or other material cut from the space A 
is not glued on the base, it can be utilized again 
to make a new plate for a key-board, for this 
strip of celluloid is glued upon another base, 
to form a piece extending from a to b. 
Having thus fully described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
The herein-described method of making key 

boards, which consists in punching or cutting 
out the spaces for the short keys from a sheet 
of covering material before the same is applied 
to the base-board, then gluing said punched 
plate to one base-board and the punched or 
cut-out pieces to the narrow portion of the 
long keys of a second base, substantially as de 
scribed. 

GEORGE BANCROET FRENCE, 
Witnesses: 

THEO. F. ROSE, 
FRANK M, ROSE. 

35 

40 

45 

SO 

55 

  


