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Patented Oct. 5, 1937 

UNITED STATES 

2,094,884 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,094,884 

MANSUALLY CONTROLLED MEANS FOR 
PLATTENS 

Max Garbell, Chicago, Ill., assignor to Victor 
Adding Machine Company, Chicago, E., a cor 
poration of Delaware 

Application April 19, 1937, Serial No. 137,691 
8. Claims. 

This invention relates to a platen control means 
and is more particularly directed to means for 
manually controlling the platen, 

Heretofore, the platen of an adding machine 
has been exposed to render the platen accessible 
to manually rotate the same for adjusting the 
paper or record strip therearound, and, in some 
instances, in order to beautify the machine, a 
COver was arranged over the platen. In Order to 
manually feed or adjust the paper, this cover 
had to be removed or, when hinged to the ma 
chine. it was swung to open position to render 
the platen accessible. 

It is an object of the present invention to over 
COme the above pointed-out objections, and to 
manually turn the platen while a cover is posi 
tioned over the same. 
A further object is the provision of a cover 

enclosing the platen and record strip of an adding 
machine, and which cover is provided With rotat 
able manually manipulative means thereon en 
gageable with the platen for effecting its adjust 
ment independently of its movement under the 
control of the machine. 
A still further object is the provision of engage 

able means on the platen and manually manipu 
lative means coacting With the engageable means 
to adjust the platen and which manipulative 
means is carried by the cover, so that when the 
cover is removed, the platen may be manually 
adjusted by the engageable means independently 
of Said manually manipulative means. 
And a still further object of the present inven 

tion is the provision of manually manipulative 
means operable to engage and turn a platen that 
is arranged to be moved independently of the 
manipulative means for impacting the type bars 
of the machine, and which manipulative means 
remains in Spaced relation and readily engageable 
with the platen to turn the same when the platen 
is in its normal at-rest position, 

Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a partial top plan view of the rear 

portion of the machine illustrating a cover en 
closing the platen and record strip and with my 
in proved manipulative means carried thereon. 
Figure 2 is a view in cross-section taken sub 

stantially on the line 2-2 of Figure 3. 
Figure 3 is a longitudinal detail Sectional view 

taken substantially on the line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of the cover 

enclosing the platen and record strip with my 
manipulative means attached thereto. 

Figure 5 is a detail cross-sectional view of a 
modified form of the manipulative means; and 

(C. 197-121) 
Figure 6 is a sectional view taken Substantially 

On the line 6-6 of Figure 5. 
The adding machine illustrated has a platen 

fo movable to impact the type bars that are set 
up in printing position, and a cover plate f is 
arranged to enclose the platen of the machine. 
This cover plate is arranged to fit relatively 
flush with the casing of the machine and to be 
secured thereto by a latch means 2. It is to this 
cover that my improved means for manually 
controlling the platen 0 is attached and bodily 
carried thereon. 
Where this type of movable platen is employed, 

the cover plate is constructed and formed in 
a manner to permit of movement of the platen 
for impacting the type bars and the means for 
manually controlling the platen is arranged to 
be aligned axially therewith while the platen is 
in its normal at-rest position prior to an impact. 
The platen 0 has an engageable member 3 fixed 
axially thereof and this member is adapted to 
be engaged by an engaging member 4 which is 
carried axially of the platen in the cover plate 

. This engaging member 4 is preferably of 
cup-shape and secured to a shaft fs that is jour 
naled in a bushing 6 secured in the cover plate 
f, and this shaft S extends outwardly of the 
bushing 6 and carries a coil spring 7 there 
around and a twirler knob f8 fixed at the free 
end thereof. The twirler knob 8 is provided 
with an annular recess 9 to receive the spring 7 
therein, and which spring has its other end en 
gaging the bushing 6 to yieldingly retain the 
manually manipulative means readily engageable 
with the platen. - 
When the platen is in its normal at-rest posi 

tion, the shaft f S is aligned axially thereof and 
the spring 7 serves to retain the shaft outwardly 
so that a shoulder 20 thereon is in engagement 
with the inner edge of the bushing 6. The 
spring also serves to retain the engaging mem 
ber 4 in spaced relation with the engageable 
member f3, so as to permit of a free rocking 
movement of the platen to impact the type bars 
of the adding machine. 
A paper strip or record sheet A is fed from a 

roll B over the platen, and when the machine 
is operated and the platen is carried for an im 
pact against the type bars, the paper strip or 
record sheet A is fed for a step-by-step movement 
with the platen in the usual manner so as to line 
space the impressions made thereon, but when it 
is desired to manually adjust the position of the 
paper strip or record sheet, then the manually 
manipulative means is employed. In Order to 
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2 
manually adjust the record sheet, it is only neces 
sary to grip the twirler knob 8 and force the 
same inwardly against the tension of the spring 
T, and this inward movement carries the en 
gaging member 4 into engagement with the en 
gageable member 3 and at which time the 
twirler knob 8 may be turned to turn the platen 
f0. The platen may then be manually adjusted 
while the engaging member is retained in en 
gagement with the engageable member. As the 
pressure against the twirler knob is released, the 
spring 7 will then restore the shaft 5 with the 
engaging member 4 out of engagement with 
the engageable member 3 and render the platen. 

15 free to be moved for an impact against the type 
bars, when the machine is operated. 
When inserting a new record roll within th 

machine, the cover plate f is removed in order 
to thread the free end of the record strip A 
around the platen ?o; the engageable member 3 
may then be gripped, and at which time, it will 
Serve as a twirler knob to manually rotate the 
platen. After the paper has been threaded 
around the platen, the cover plate f may then 
be set in position and the latch f2 locked to re 
tain the same. When the cover is thus set, the 
engaging member 4 is then again aligned, but 
in spaced relation with the engageable member 
f3 and may be manually manipulated for adjust 
ing the paper in the manner as above described. 

In Figures 6 and 7, I have shown a modified 
form of manipulative means which is also car 
ried on a cover plate la as that shown in my 
preferred embodiment, but in this instance, an 
engageable member 2 is fixed to rotate with the 
platen Oa and an engaging member 22 is ar 
ranged to coact therewith and is large enough 
in diameter to extend through an opening 23 pro 
vided in the cover plate a. This member 22 

40 is carried on a shaft 24 that is supported in a 
bushing 25 carried in the cover plate fa. The 
bushing 25 is provided with an annular recess 26 
in which a tension spring 27 is positioned, and 
which spring has one end engaging the bushing 

45 and its other end engaging a shoulder 28 of the 
Shaft 24. The Outer end of the shaft 24 has a 
knob. 29 formed thereon and this knob is for the 
purpose of forcing the shaft 24 against the ten 
sion of the spring 27 to cause the engaging men 

50 ber 22 to engage the engageable member 2. 
When thus engaged, the engaging member 22 
may be manually rotated to rotate the platen 
therewith and this member 22 is disengaged from 
the member 2 by releasing the knob. 29 and per 

55 mitting the spring 27 to restore the same. 
With either of the forms above illustrated, it 

Will be noted that the manually manipulative 
means is carried by the cover plate and nor 
mally free of the platen, but engageable there 

60 with by exerting a pressure thereagainst, and ro 
tating the same for its adjustments. 

claim: 
1. In an adding machine having a platen mov 

able for impacting the type bars thereof and a 
65 record strip fed by said platen, a cover means 

enclosing the platen and record strip, means on 
said cover means engageable to turn said platen 
manually, said last-mentioned means being free 
from said platen during its movements for im 

70 pacting the type bars. 
2. In an adding machine having a platen ar 
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ranged to impact the type bars thereof, a cover 
enclosing the platen, turnable means on said 
cover aligned axially with the platen when said 
platen is in its normal position, said turnable 
means being arranged to be moved longitudinally 
for engagement with the platen and rotatably 
to turn the same while said platen is in its nor 
mal position. 

3. A manually manipulative control means for 
turning the platen of an adding machine inde 
pendently of its turning movements under the 
control of the machine comprising, an engage 
able member carried axially of the platen, an 
engaging member aligned with said engageable 
member, spring means normally retaining the 
engaging member out of engagement with said 
engageable member, and a hand-grip associated 
with said engaging member for manually con 
necting the engaging member with said engage 
able member and for rotating the same to rotate 
the platen. 

4. In an adding machine having a platen rotat 
able for feeding a record strip and movable for 
impacting the type bars, of a manually manipula 
tive means arranged to engage to rotate said plat 
en and normally in spaced relation therewith, said 
manually manipulative means being aligned aX 
ially with said platen when said platen is in its 
at-rest position. 

5. A manually manipulative means for turning 
the platen of an adding machine independently 
of its movements under the control of the ma 
chine comprising, an engageable member carried 
axially of the platen, an engaging member rotat 
ably aligned with said engageable member, spring 
means normally retaining the engaging member 
disengaged from said engageable member, said 
engaging member being manually urged against 
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its spring for engagement with said engageable 
member and rotated to rotate the platen. 

6. In combination with a cover plate encloS 
ing the platen and record strip of an adding ma 
chine, of means carried on the cover plate en 
gageable with to turn the platen manually, said 
means comprising connectable means spaced 
from and aligned axially with said platen and 
arranged to be moved inwardly for engagement 
therewith to rotate the platen. 

7. In combination with a cover enclosing a 
platen, and record strip of an adding rachine 
or the like, of a connectable means for manually 
feeding the platen to feed the record strip com 
prising a rotatable and slidable member ex 
tending outwardly of the COver, an engaging 
member on the inner end thereof, a spring nor 
mally urging said members outwardly, and an 
engageable member fixed axially of the platen 
arranged to be engaged by sai? engaging mem 
ber when the connectable means is moved in 
Wardly against its Spring. 

8. In combination with a cover plate enclosing 
the platen and record strip of an adding machine, 
of manually manipulative means carried on the 
cover plate axially of and in spaced relation 
with the platen, said manually manipulative 
means being arranged to engage to turn the 
platen, and spring means coacting with the man 
ually manipulative means normally holding the 
same disengaged from the platen. 
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