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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HARRY E. CoATEs, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Sacramento, in the county of Sacramento 
and State of California, have invented a new 
and Improved Game Apparatus, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de Scription. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

a game apparatus neat in appearance, and 
having a casing with a number of pivoted 
arms, one end of the casing having an open 
ing through which a ball may be dropped to 
roll down against one of the pivoted arms, 
the said arms having signal plates secured 
to them, so that when an arm is struck by a 
ball its signal plate will be raised, thereby 
indicating the arm which has been struck. 
After having been moved by the ball, the 
arm is returned to its normal position by a 
frame which extends across the casing to en 
gage the arms, this frame being held yield 
ingly out of operative position by a spring, 
and being adapted to be operated against the 
resiliency of the spring by means provided. 
Additional objects of the invention will 

appear in the following specification, in 
which the preferred form of the invention is 
described. 
In the drawings similar reference char 

acters denote similar parts in all the views, 
in which- - 

Figure 1 is a plan view of my game appa 
ratus, a portion of the top being broken away 
to illustrate the construction; - 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 
of Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a perspective. view illustrating 
the manner in which the arms and signal 
apparatus are secured together. 
By referring to the drawings, it will be 

seen that a casing 5 is provided having a 
bottom 6, a table 7, and a top 8, the table 7 
being disposed between the bottom 6 and the 
top 8, and the casing being normally dis 
posed in an incline, as illustrated in Fig. 2 
of the drawings. The casing is adapted to 
be held at this incline by means of legs 9 
which are secured to a rod 10 adapted to 
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move down through an opening 11 in the 
casing bottom 6, this rod 10 being journaled 
in bearings 12 to the casing, and being 
adapted to be rotated by means of a handle 
13 at the outer side of the casing, as illus 

trated in Fig. 1 of the drawings. Two trans 
Verse rods 14 are secured to the top 8 of the 
casing, and to these rods 14 there are pivoted 
a plurality of signal plates 15, a depending 
arm 16 being secured to each signal plate, 
the said arms 16 being disposed downywardly 
through the opening 17 in the casing top 8, 
so that they may be struck by a ball which 
is rolled down the inclined table 7. At the 
lower end of the table 7 there are longitudi 
nally extending guideways 18 which pre 
vent lateral movement of the ball as it 
strikes one of the arms 16, so that the mo 
mentum of the ball will carry the arm 16 
which it strikes rearwardly, thereby serving 
to raise the signal plate 15 secured to the said 
arm. The ball is inserted in the casing 
through an opening 19 in the casing top 8, 
the ball when it strikes against the table 7, 
rolling down the table, the direction of move 
ment of the ball being changed by rounded 
obstructions 20. When the ball passes the 
obstructions 20, it will roll down one of the 
guideways 18 and against one of the arms 
16, to raise one of the signal plates 15 in the 
manner described. The said signal plates 15 
have numbers printed thereon, so that a 
count may be kept of the numbers on the 
signal plates which are raised during the 
play made by each player. In the drawings, 
I illustrate two rows of plates 15 with their 
arms 16; and in playing the game, it is my 
intention to use one of the rows of plates 15 
for addition and the other row of plates 15 
for subtraction, so that if a player's score 
should be 20, and he should strike an arm to 
raise a plate having the figure 9 in one row, 
his score would then be increased to 29; 
while, should he strike an arm to raise a 
signal plate having the figure 9 in the other 
row, his score would be reduced to 11. 
As a means to return the arms 16 and 

their plates 15 to normal position, I provide 
a frame 22 having transversely disposed 
members 21 which are disposed in the rear 
of the arms 16, the said frame 22 being 
adapted to slide in guideways 23 at the sides 
of the casing. Secured to the transverse 
members 21 of the frame 22, there is a rod 
24 which extends to the upper end of the 
casing, this rod 24 projecting through an 
opening 25 in the casing, and being secured 
to a handle 26 by which it may be conven 
iently operated, this handle 26 being pivoted 
to the casing at 27. The frame 22 and the 
rod 24 are held in normal position by a 
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spring 28 which is secured to the rod 24 at 
29, the said spring 28 being disposed trans 
versely, and having its ends 30 secured to a 
guideway 23. The rod 24 is bent at 31 under 
the opening 19, so that it will not interfere 
with the introduction of a ball through the 
opening 19. Beyond the arms 16 there is a 
transverse chute 32 for directing the ball 
after it has passed the arms 16 through an 
opening 33 in the casing. The rod 24 is 
supported adjacent the casing top 8 by a 
guideway. 34. There is a pocket 35 in the 
casing, in which the ball may be disposed 
when not in use, this pocket 35 being nor 
mally closed by a pivoted plate 36. 

It will be seen by referririg to the draw 
ings that the signal plates 15 may be con 
structed in two parts 15 and 15, which are 
disposed at an angle to each other, the num 
ber being indicated on the part 15 and the 
part 15 being pivoted to a rod. To the 
part 15 between the rod 14 and the apex 
of the angle formed by the parts 15 and 
15 the arm 16 is secured in substantially the 
same plane as the part 15°. With this con 
struction a signal plate 15 may be readily 
operated by a ball, and the final plate will 
rest on its part 15 when the part 15 is 
raised. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 1. In a game apparatus, a casing having 
an inclined table and a top with an opening 
through which a ball may be dropped to the 
table, a plurality of depending arms pivot 
ed above the lower end of the table on a 
transverse axis, signal plates Secured to the 
arms and disposed above the table, guide 
ways at the sides of the casing, a frame dis 
posed for moving in the guideways and 
having a transverse member for engaging 
the arms to return the latter to normal posi 
tion, and means to operate the frame. 

2. In a game apparatus, a casing having 

an inclined table, a plurality of depending 
arms pivoted above the lower end of the 
table on a transverse axis, signal plates Se 
cured to the arms and disposed above the 
table, guideways at the sides of the casing, 
a frame disposed for moving in the guide 
ways and having a transverse member free 
from the arms for engaging the arms to re 
turn the latter to normal position, and 
means to operate the frame. 

3. In a game apparatus, a casing having 
an inclined table, a plurality of depending 
arms pivoted to the lower end of the table 
on a transvei'se axis, signal plates secured 
to the arms and disposed above the table, 
guideways at the sides of the casing, a frame 
disposed for moving in the guideways and 
having a transverse member free from the 
arms for engaging the arms to return the 
latter to normal position, a spring for hold 
ing the frame in normal position, and an 
operating rod secured to the frame and ex 
tending to the other end of the table. 

4. In a game apparatus, a casing having 
an inclined table and a top with an opening 
through which a ball may be dropped to the 
table, a plurality of depending arms pivoted 
above the lower end of the table on a trans 
verse axis, signal plates secured to the arms 
and disposed above the table, and longitudi 
nally extending guideways spaced apart at 
the lower end of the table for guiding the 
ball at the arms. 

5. In a game apparatus, a table, a signal 
plate disposed above the table, the signal 
plate having two parts disposed at an angle 
to each other, there being a signal on one of 
the parts, pivoted means on which the other 
part is mounted, and an arm secured to the 
last mentioned part of the signal plate be 
tween the pivoted means and the angle 
formed by the said two parts, the arm nor 
mally depending from the signal plate for 
the purpose specified. 

HARRY EDWARD COATES. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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