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1

This invention relates to a post structure for
a clothesline support.

It is now a common practice to have posts dis-
posed in a yard of a residence or other building,
which posts usually have a cross arm adjacent
the top thereof with a plurality of spaced hooks
or other means for holding a clothesline secured
in said cross arm. There are usually two or
more posts with such cross arm. Such struc-
tures while useful for supporting the clothesline
and clothes are unsightly and mar the appear-
ance of the yard, especially when it is desired to
have a lawn or flower beds in the yard or to have
a landscaped yard giving a pleasing appearance.

It is an object of this invention to provide a
structure of clothesline support or post which
will appear as a simple post, to the top of which
may be applied a bird house, bell or other orna-
mental structure.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a structure of clothesline support or post
comprising a post and a member carried thereby
swingable or movable to horizontal position and
having means to be engaged by a clothesline for
supporting the latter, which member and means
is swingable to vertical position within the pe-
riphery of said post so that when not in use it
can be swung to said latter position and appears
as just part of the post.

It is another object of the invention to pro-
vide a clothesline support comprising a post, a
member carried thereby swingable to horizontal
position and swingable to vertical position with-
in the periphery of said post, said member having
therein one or more reels rotatably mounted
therein for carrying clotheslines, together with
means for holding said reels in stationary posi-
tion, said member and reels being movable to
vertical position within the periphery of said
post.

It is further an object. of the invention to pro-
vide a clothesline support comprising a post, a
member pivoted intermediate the ends thereof
and swingable to substantially horizontal posi-
tion, said member carrying a plurality of means
for engaging a clothesline, said member being
swingable to substantially vertical position with-
in the periphery of said post and having outer
surfaces which are flush with and form in effect
part of the periphery of said post.

These and other objects and advantages of the
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invention will be fully set forth in the following
description made in connection with the accom-
panying drawings in which like reference char-
acters refer to similar parts throughout the sev-
eral views and in which:

Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation of the de-
vice, a portion being broken away;

Fig. 2 is a partial view in side elevation as
seen from the right of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing some
parts in different positions;

Pig. 4 is a horizontal section taken on line
A—A of Fig. 2, as indicated by the arrows:

Pig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4 showing a
modified form of the device;

Fig. 6 is a partial diagonal view of a portion
of the device showing a modified form;

Fig. 7 is a view in front elevation of the de-
vice shown in Fig. 6 with the operating crank
removed;

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of an operating
crank used;

Fig. 9 is a partial longitudinal section;

Fig. 10 is a view similar to Fig. 9 showing the
parts in different positions;

Fig. 11 is a view similar to Fig. 9 showing the
parts in different positions, other positions being
indicated in dotted lines;

Pig. 12 is a partial view in front elevation of
one form of the invention;

Fig. 13 is a partial vertical section taken on
line B—B of Fig. 11, as indicated by the arrows;

Fig. 14 is a partial view in side elevation of one
form of the device, some parts being broken
away;

Fig. 15 is a partial vertical section taken sub-

' stantially on line 15—i5 of Fig. 19, as indicated
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by the arrows;

Fig. 16 is a partial view in front elevation
showing a modified form of the device;

Pig. 17 is a partial top plan view of a portion
of the device shown in Fig. 14 showing an ar-
rangement of clotheslines;

Fig. 18 is a perspective view of a crank used;

Fig. 19 is a horizontal section itaken on- line
C—C of Fig. 15 as indicated by the arrows;

Fig. 20 is a partial view in side elevation show-
ing a modification;

Fig. 21 is a view in end elevation as seen from
the left of Fig. 20;
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Fig. 22 is a partial view in side elevation show-
ing a further modification;

Fig. 23 is a view in end elevation as seen from
the left of Fig. 22;

Fig. 24 is a view in front elevation showing a
modified form of the device, some parts being
indicated in different positions in dotted lines,
some parts being broken away;

Fig. 25 is a view in side elevation as seen from
the right of Pig. 24;

Fig. 26 is a horizontal section taken on line
D—D of Fig. 24, as indicated by the arrows;

Fig. 27 is a partial view in side elevation show-
ing a modification; and

Fig. 28 is a view in front elevation as seen from
the right of Fig. 27.

Referring to the drawings, particularly igs. 1
to 4, a device is shown comprising a post 30.
Post 30 extends vertically and while it eould be
variously supported, in the embodiment of the
invention illustrated it is shown as being secured
in a body of material §{, such as concrete, dis-
posed in the ground. While post 38 could take
various shapes, in Figs. 1 to 4 it is illustrated as
of cylindrical form. Post 30 has a reduced por-
tion 30¢ at its upper part and has a cap 31 se~
cured to the top of reduced portion 3%e which
forms the support for an ornamental or utili-
tarian device, such as the bird house &2 shown.
Post 3¢ intermediate its ends is provided with
hubs 300 in which is disposed a pivot member
33. While pivot 33 could take various forms, it
is shown as a headed rivet. A member 34 is pro-
vided having a hub 34c¢ supported on pivet 83
and swingable about the axis of pivot 33. Mem-
ber 34 extends equal distances above and below
pivot 83 so that the hub 84¢ is at the longitudinal
center of member 34. It will be noted that post
30 has slots 30c at opposite sides thereof forming
an opening through said post and that member
34 is disposed in said opening. Member 34 is gen-
erally in the form of a channel having a botiom
or web 34b and sides or flanges 34c. Flanges 34c
are curved in accordance with the periphery of
post 35 so that the outer sides of flanges 34c are
disposed substantially in the same circle as the
periphery of post 30. As shown, the inner sides
of flanges 34c are disposed substantially in the
same circle as the inneyr sides of post 30 although
this is not essential. Member 34 hag secured
thereto in spaced relation along one side or flange
34c a plurality of members 35 adapted to be en~
gaged by a clothesline and while these might take
different forms, in the embodiment of the inven-
tion illustrated they are shown as hooks disposed
in planes at right angles to the web 34D. One
side of post 386 and web 34b are provided with
aligned holes 30d and 34f respectively adapted
to receive a headed pin 36 when member 34 is
in vertical position as shown in Figs. 1 and 4.
Member 34 is provided with another hole 34f
adapted to be brought into alisnment with hale
30d to receive pin 36 when member 34 is in hori-
zontal position, as shown in Fig. 3.

In Fig. 5 a post 40 is shown, the same being
rectangular in cross section and illustrated as
substantially square in cross section. Post 40
has hubs 40c¢ intermediate its. ends which are
bored to receive a pivot member 4f. While mem-
ber 41 could take various forms, it is shown as
a headed rivet or bolt. A member 42 has a hub
42q at its longitudinal center which is bored to
receive member 41 and member 42 is rotatable
about the axis of member 41.
have a length substantially the same as member
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34 and post 40 will have slots at opposite sides
to accommodate the swinging movement of mein-
ber 42. Member 42 is in the form of a channel
and the exterior surfaces of its sides are sub-
stantially flush with the outer surfaces of the
sides of post 40. Member 42 can be swung to
vertical and horizontal positions just as can
member 34 and when in vertical position does not
project beyond the sides of post 40 and in effect
forms part of the prost. Member 42 will be pro-
vided with a plurality of spaced members 43
similar to members 35 and shown in the form
of hooks, the same being adapted to be engaged
by a clothesline.

In Figs. 6 and 7 a member 46 is shown which
will be similar to and mounted in the same man-
ner as member 42. A stud 47 is secured in the
side or web 464 of member 46 substantially mid-
way between the sides or fianges 48b, the same
projecting into the member 46 and having jour-
naled thereon a reel 48. Reel 48 has a flange
at each side and the flange adjacent web 48a
is provided with teeth to form a ratchet. A
pawl 49 is mounted on a pivot §6 secured in web
46a and adapted to engage the teeth of said
ratchet. A tensile coiled spring 51 is secured at
one end to a pin 52 secured in pawl 48 and is con-
nected at its other end to a pin %3 secured in
web 46a¢. A stop pin 54 for pawl 49 is also se-
cured in web 46c. Spring 5¢ thus moves pawl 49
in position to engage the teeth of the ratechet
on reel 48. The outer flange of reel 48 is provided
with a square hole adapted to receive a projec-
tion 55a of square cross section extending from
one end of a crank 55 having a handle 55b. A
spring 56 of plate form is reversely bent to en-
gage the clothesline wound on reel 48, said spring
being secured at one end to one of the flanges
46b by rivets 51. Member 46 is provided with
a plurality of hooks 58 similar to hooks 35 and
43, the same being spaced longitudinally thereof
and secured to the lower flange 46b.

The member 45 will be swung to horizontal
position and will be held in horizontal position
by pin 36 in the same manner as is member
34. The operator can then take hold of the end
of the clothesline §0 and place it around one of
the hooks 58 and take it to the member on the
other post or support. At this time pawl 48
would be released from the ratchet. Crank 55
can be used to tighten the line, and the ratchet
and pawl will hold it in tightened condition.
After the clothes are dried and removed the
clothesline can again be wound up on reel 48,
crank 55 removed and member 46 swung to ver-
tical position in the post in which it is carried.
Crank 55 could e conveniently placed in member
46 above reel 48 and spring B86.

In Figs. 9 and 10 a post 62 is shown which is
traversed by a pivot member 63 on which is car-
ried and swingable a member 64. Post 62 has
slots 62a at opposite sides thereof and above
and below pivot 83 respectively. It will be noted
that member 64 has offset portions at opposite
sides of pivot 63. Member €4 is swingable to
vertical position, as shown in Fig. 9. When in
vertical position the surface which is not offsef
is substantially flush with the outer surface of
the post, as shown in Fig. 9. The offset surface
enables the member 62 to swing to such position.
Post 62 is provided with a hole 62b and member
64 is provided with a plurality of spaced holes
64c and with another hole 54b. A headed pin
§5. can be placed through hole 62b and through
one of the holes 64a or through holes 64b to hold
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member 64 in the desired position. A hook 66
is provided at the inner side of post 52 adjacent
the lower end of the slot 62a. A small lever 67
is pivoted to member 64 to a small lug 64c and has
a slot at its lower end in which the upper end
of hook 66 is disposed. Should member 64 be
inclined to stick in its vertical position the op-
erator can place his finger over the top of lever
67 and pull it outwardly which will swing the
lower end of member 64 outwardly and start its
swinging movement. In Figs. 9 and 10 members
62 and 64 are shown as of angular cross section.
Member 64 is provided at its lower side with a
plurality of spaced clothesline engaging mem-
bers 68 which may take the form of hooks.

In Figs. 11 and 12 a structure is shown sub-
stantially identical with that shown in Figs. 9
and 10 except that the posts 72 are of cylindrical
form or in the form of pipes. The member 14
corresponding to member 64 will have the outer
surfaces of its sides 74a curved so as to be sub-
stantially flush with the periphery of posts 12
when member 74 is in vertical position. Member
14 is mounted upon a pivot 73 similar to pivot 63
and is provided with holes 74b adapted to re-
ceive a pin 75 similar to pin 65. If a heavy rug
or other extra long piece of material or an extra
long garment is hung at one side of pivet 13,
pin 75 could be placed in the outer hole T4b at
that side. Post 72 has a2 hook 75 and a lever 17
pivoted to a lug 72¢, said lever and hook having
a structure and function similar to those of
lever 67 and hooks 68. Member 14 has a plurality
of clothesline holding members 78 which, as
shown in Pig. 13, may take the form of hooks. A
lever 19 is pivoted to rivet 73 and has a portion
embracing pin 15. Lever 79 is offset outwardly
at its upper end and can be pulled outwardly to
withdraw pin 75.

In Figs. 20 and 21 a member 88 is shown which
is in the form of an angle iron having sides at
right angles and could represent the member 64
shown in Figs. 9 and 10. Member 80 has a stud
81 secured therein adjacent its outer end and a
smaller angle member 82 is pivoted on stud 8l,
the same having a rounded or semi-circular
inner end. Member 82 can thus be swung in-
waardly to the position shown in dotted lines
in Fig. 21. Members 88 and 82 are provided with
clothesline holding hooks 83. With such a con-

struction member £2 would be swung to its inner.

position shown in dotfed lines in Fig. 20 and it
would then be swung with member 80 to vertical
position when the device was not in use.

In Pigs. 22 and 23 a member 84 is shown which
could take the place of member 64 and the same
is in the form of an angle bar having flanges at
right angles to each other. A stud 86 is secured
in one flange of member 84 adjacent the outer
end thereof. A smaller angle bar 87 is provided,
the same having a vertical flange with a longi-
tudinal slot 87a extending therein through which
stud 86 projects. With this construction mem-
ber 81 can be slidably moved inwardly to the
dotted line position shown in Fig. 22. Members
84 and 87 are shown as provided with clothes-
line holding hooks 88. In operation when the
clothesline was to be used and member 84 was
in horizontal position member 81 would bhe
moved to the position shown in full lines in Fig.
22 just as member 82 would be moved to the full
line position shown in Fig. 20. When the device
was to be placed in inoperative position member
87 would be moved inwardly to the dotted line
position shown in Fig, 22 and it would then be
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6
swung with member 84 to vertical position with~
in the supporting post.

In Figs. 14 to 19 a form of the invention is
shown in which some parts are absent and a
member 90 similar to member 64 is shown, the
same being mounted on a pivot member 91
shown as a headed holt or rivet extending
through the sides of a post 92. Member 98 at
each side of pivot member 91 has secured there-
to a bracket 90z and a reel 93 has a shaft jour-
naled in said bracket and the opposite side of
member 92, which member, as shown in Fig. 19,
is in the form of an angle bar. Reel 93 has
flanges at either side and the flange adjacent

‘the side of member 99 is in the form of a ratchet.

Said ratchet is arranged to be engaged by a pawl
94 swingable on a pivot 95 secured in member 90
and adapted at times to engage a stop pin 96
secured in member 99. A tensile coiled spring
87 is secured at one end to a pin 98 secured in
pawl 94 and secured at its other end to a pin 99
secured in member 98. The shaft of reel 83 ex-
tends through bracket 80a¢ and is provided with
a square hole or socket adapted to receive a pro-
jection 108a of square cross section extending
from a clip 100 slidable on the shank of a crank
181 having a handle 10ia. Clip 100 may be se-
cured in various positions on said shank by a
set screw 102. Hocks 103 are secured to mem-
ber 90 adjacent the reels 93 and are adapted to
have the end of the clotheslines secured thereto
when the device is in inoperative position or to
have the lines pass thereover when the clothes-
line is in use. )

A reel 105 having end flanges {85q is disposed
in post 92 below member 98 and carried on a
shaft 106 journaled in the sides of said post.
Shaft 186 has a ratchet 187 secured thereto
at the outer side of post 82 and said ratchet is
arranged to be engaged by a pawl {988 pivoted to
post 92 by a pivot 189. Pawl 108 is moved to-
ward ratchet 107 by a tensile .coiled spring {10
having one end secured to a pin {1 fixed in post
92 and its other end secured to a pin {12 secured
to pawl 188. A pin 143 fixed in the side of post
92 forms a stop for pawl 188. A line (14 may be
wound on reel 105 and pass along a rivet 122
through an apertured bushing {16 in one side of
post §2. Member 83 is provided with a hole 80b
adapted to alternately receive a pin 117 which
may be passed through either one of two holes
92b in post %2. Screws {18 in brackets 98¢ en-
gage reels 93 and act as brakes.

When the device is in inoperative position it
will occupy the position shown in Figs. 15 and
19. Member 86 at this time will extend vertical-
ly and the parts carried thereby will be disposed
within post 92. The outer side of member 90 will
form in effect a continuation of the sides of
post 82. These outer sides of member 80 will,
as shown in Fig. 15, be disposed at opposite sides
of the post above and below the pivot member
91. When the lines are to be strung pin {17 will-
be withdrawn and member 80 swung to a posi-
tion at right angles to post 92, as shown in Fig.
14. Pin 117 can then be inserted in the proper
holes 90b and 92b to hold member 80 in this
position. The lines 128 can now be drawn from
the reels 93 over the hooks 103, pawls 84 being
released from ratchets on the flanges of reels
93. The ends of lines 120 will be made fast to
suitable stationary supports, such as hooks {21,
secured in suitable supports {23. When the
lines are no longer needed their ends will be dis-
connected from hooks {21, pawls 94 will be moved
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to engage the ratchets on the reels 33 and sald
reels will be turned by crank 181 to rewind the
lines on the reels. The ends of the lines can be
secured to the hooks {83, as shown in Fig. 15.
When the member 80 is again swung to vertical
position within the post the post merely pre-
sents the appearance of an ornamental post sup-
porting a bird house or other suitable ornament.

In Figs. 24 and 25 a post (30 is shown and
while this could take various forms, in the em-
bodiment of the invention illustrated it is shown
as square or rectangular in transverse cross sec-
tion. A member (3! is provided and construct-
ed to substantially fit in a recess 130a in one
side of post (30 and to be pivoted to said post
by a pivot 132. While pivot 32 could take var-
ious forms, it is illustrated as a headed rivet.
Member i3f is pivoted substantially at its lon-
gitudinal midpoint and will be provided with
holes {31a adapted to receive a pin 183 inserta-
ble through a hole in post 130 to hold member
131 in vertical or horizontal position. Member
131 is provided at its inner side with a plurality
of spaced hooks 134 to which clotheslines may be
attached. Post (30 is pivoted adjacent its bot-
tom on a headed and nutted bolt 136 to spaced
standards comprising spaced plates 1317 suitably
anchored in a concrete base (41, FPost 130 is
provided with a hole 130b adjacent its botiom
adapted to receive another headed and nutted
bolt 138 for holding said post in vertical posi-
tion. Post 130 is shown as having an upper por-
tion 130c cylindrical in form and of reduced
transverse dimension having at its top & cap
{30d which supports a bird house (46.

When the device is not in use it will be in the
position shown in Fig. 25. At this time post 130
is in vertical position and member 131 is in ver-
tical position. The outer sides of member 131
are substantially flush with the sides of the post
130 respectively and post 130 merely forms an
ornamental support. When the clotheslines
are to be strung, pin 133 will be withdrawn
and member {31 swung to horizontal position.
Pin 133 will then be inserted in the hole 13ta
to hold member I8! in horizontal position. The
lines can now be attached to the hooks 134 and
used in the usual manner. When the lines are
taken down member 131 will again be swung to
vertical position and secured in this position by
pin §33. Should aecess be desired to the bird
house 140, post 130 can be swung about bolt 136
by removing bolt 138, as indicated by dotted
lines in Fig. 24.

In Pigs. 27 and 28 a post #42 is shown illus-
trated as square or rectangular in cross section.
Post 142 will be suitably supported at its base
and may be supported as is post {80. It has a
reduced cylindrical portion at its upper end
which will be provided with a suitable cap fo
support a bird house or other ornament. FPost
142 has an opening 142q extending transverse-
ly therethrough, this opening being rectangu-
lar in transverse section. Slots I42b will be
formed in the side of post 142 and angle mem-
bers 143 are provided, the same having round-
ed ends and being pivoted on spaced pivots (43D
to post 142. Each member {43 has connected
thereto a link 144, the other -end of which car-
ries a pin {45 extending through one of the slots
{42b. Pin 145 will preferably have a head {45a
at the inner side of slot #42b. Each member
{43 is provided with a plurality of hooks 146
adapted to have clotheslines secured thereto.

When the device is not in use, members 43

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

L

54

60

70

(]

will be swung to vertical position and the sides
143a thereof will have their outer surfaces flush
with the outer surfaces of post (42. Sides {43a
will substantially fill the opening §42a so that
the post will appear just as an ordinary square
post. When it is desired to string the lines the
members 143 will be swung to horizontal posi-
tion, as shown in Fig. 27, in which position
they will be held by the links {44. The lines
can now be attached to hooks 146 and used in
the customary manner. Members (43 will be
arranged to move with sufficient friction to hold
them in vertical position.

From the above description it will be seen that
I have provided a clothesline support which
when not in use forms a support for an orna-
ment such as a bird house, bell, etc., and which
does not in any way mar the appearance of
the yard, grounds or lawn. The device can very
easily and quickly be placed in operative posi-
tion for stringing the lines and the lines can be
very quickly and conveniently handled by means
of the mechanism above described. A very de-
sirable, useful and efficient device is thus pro-
vided. It will be apparent that the same will
have a high degree of utility for the purpose
intended.

It will of course be understood that various
changes may be made in the form, details, ar-
rangement and proportions of the parts, with-
out departing from the scope of applicant’s in-
vention, which generally stated, consists in a
device capable of carrying out the objects above
set forth, in the parts and combinations of parts
disclosed and defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A post structure for a clothesline support
having in combination, a post having substan-
tially vertical side surfaces, a member pivoted
to said post to swing about a substantially hori-
zontal axis to horizontal position, said axis being
disposed substantially midway between the ends
of said member, a plurality of reels rotatably
mounted within said member, a ratehet at one
side of each of said reels, a pawl disposed to re-
spectively engage said ratchets to hold said reels
in stationary position, brakes for respectively re-
tarding rofation of said reels, said member,
ratchets, pawls and brakes being swingable to
vertical position within the periphery of said
post with the outer surface of said member dis-
posed substantially in said periphery.

2. The structure set forth in claim 1, members
respectively carried by said first mentioned
member at one side of eaeh of said reels for guid-
ing clotheslines respectively disposed about said
reels, said last mentioned members being swing-
able with said first mentioned member to ver-
tical position within the periphery of said post.

3. A post structure for a clothesline support
having in ecombination, a pest having substan-
tially vertical sides, -a pivot extending horizon-
talty of said post, & member swingable about the
axis of said pivet to substantially horizontal po-
sition, said axis being disposed substantially mid-
way between the ends of said member, said post
having slots therethrough above and below said
pivot at opposite sides thereof respectively, said
member being swingable through said slots,
means for holding said member in horizontal
and vertical positions, said member being of
channel form, a reel disposed in said member be-
tween the sides of said channel, guiding means
for a clothesline said guide means being disposed
adjacent -said reel and carried by said -member,
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8
said member being swingable to vertical posi-
tion with said reel and guiding means and said
member all disposed within the periphery of said
post.
HERMAN F. BESELER.
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