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UNITED STATES
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IMPROVEMENT IN HORSE HAY-FORKS.

. Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 185,018, dated December 5, 1876; application filed
April 18, 1876.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN B. DENNING, of
Ross, in the county of Butler and. State of
Ohio, have invented a new and Improved
Horse Hay-Fork; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the dccompauylua drawing, forming part
of this specification, in Whlch—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
fork with the front plate of the stock or case
removed, and Fig. 2 is a section taken at
right ang]es to Fig. 1.

The invention relates to a well-known class -

of hay-forks, consisting essentially of a straight
stock and pivoted arms or spurs opemted by
a sliding rod.

The luventlon consists in the partxcular con-
struction and arrangement of parts, as here-
inafter described and claimed.

A is tbe case or stock, in which is the slid-
ing rod B, for throwmg out and drawing in
the spurs B’ which are pivoted to the stock
at G, and counected to the rod by the links D,
said lmks being of suitable length to throw
out the spurs nearly pexpeudlcu.ar to the rod
when the rod is raised up to and engaged
with the catch E, and at the same time they
remain so inclined to the rod and the spurs
that the rod slides down easily to release and
drop theload. The spring-cateh B is arranged
within the case or stock of the fork, and piv-

oted in line with the sliding rod B. The top
portion of the latter is scarfed or cut away,
and also notched, as shown in Fig. 2, to accom-
modate the head of cateh E and addpb it for
engagement therewith. This construction and
arrangement of the catch and sliding rod econ-
omizes space, and enables the case to be made
flat and narrow, and at the same time avoids

the necessity heretofore existing of pivoting

the cateh in such manner as to be exposed ex-
teriorly of the case. The cateh is tripped by
a cord (not shown) attached to the arm F,
which projects through the case A. The slia”

ing rod B is pushed down by means of the
arm or lug G, which projects through an elon-

gated slot in 'the side of the case, a aud a cord
is, in practice, likewise attached to the arm
G, by which the fork may be drawn or swung
to the place where the hay is to be dropped.

What I elaim is—

A harpoon-fork, consisting of the pointed
stock A, with its eye H, the sliding rod B,
prov1ded with laterally - projecting stud Gr
pierced for the attachment of a cord, the
spurs B’ B/, toggle-links D D, pivoted to the
rod below their point of attachment to the
spurs, and the spring-catch F, arranged and
combined substantially as descmbed

JOHN B. DENNING.

Witnesses:
ISRAEL ATHERTON,
A. H. Cong, Jr.
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