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3 Claims.
1 :

My invention relates to containers and is espe-
cially concerned with means for enclosing lock
sets normally displayed for sale by hardware
dealers. The lock set includes two main ele-
ments, one for the interior of a door and the
other for the exterior of a door. It is customary
to provide interior lock elements of various differ~
ent kinds ang appearances and to assemble them
for use with various different kinds and designs
of exterior lock elements. It is customary to
pack an interior unit and an exterior unit to-
gether for display and for sale. To please a cus-
fomer, a sales agent will arbitrarily reassemble
various interior units with exterior units differ-
ent than those supplied from the factory. That
bractice is satisfactory since the elements are
mechanically compatible except that sometimes
it is impossible to avoid mix-ups without dis-
assembling and reassorting entire packages and
without canvassing a large stock. It is not pos-
sible for a dealer to check the order of his stock
by merely glancing at his storage or display
shelves,

It is therefore an object of my invention to
provide an improved package for lock sets.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a package for lock sets in which a glance will
indicate to the dealer that his display of lock sets
is complete and broper and that the interior and
exterior units are paired. '

Another object of my invention is to provide
a package for lock sets in such a way that vari-
ous interior units can he readily interchanged
for use with varioug exterior units but without
possibility of mistake or mix-up, '

Another object of my invention is to provide a
backage for lock sets of approximately the con-
ventional contour and appearance -so that the
usual factory handling machinery, the custom-
ary shipping equipment and the normal display
equipment will still be readily useable.

A still further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a package for lock sets which is mechani-
cally an improvement for retaining the units in
position when the -package is closed but which

affords ready access to its contents -"whe'r; the’

package is opened. .
A still further object of my invention is to pro-

vide a package for lock sets of a nature that

achieves the other aimsg of my invention and
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- A bottom panel 42 ang a ‘ {
‘trapezoids so that -the ‘geometric: shape or the
‘volume enclosed by the containér 6'is trapezoidal,

that can still be readily manufactured by the
customary equipment ang at a satisfactory price.

Other objects; together with the foregoing, are
attained in the embodiment of my invention de-
seribed in the accompanying description and il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawings in which

Figure 1 i an isometric view of a package for
lock sets assembled in accordance with my in-
vention and as it appears on an ordinary display
shelf,

Figure 2 is an isometric view of an interior
container for the inside lock unit or trim dis-
bosed substantially in the position it oceupies on
display but removed from its adjacent parts.

Figure 3 is an isometric view corresponding
somewhat to Figure 2 and showing individually
the interior container for the outside lock unit
or trim being disposed approximately in the rela-
tive position it occupies when in its exterior box
but removed from itg adjacent parts.

Figure 4 is an isometric view, parts being
broken away, of one end of the exterior hox, the
parts constituting the end banels being shown in
their extended, approximately fully open posi-
tion.

Figure 5 is an isometrie view, parts being
broken away, showing the other end of the ex-
terior box, the parts of the end panel being in
their substantially open bosition,

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 4 showing
a modified form of exterior box.

While the package for lock sets of my inven-
tion can be embodied in a number of different
ways depending partly on the nature of the ma-
terial to be packaged and depending also on vari-
ous characteristics of storage and display desired,
it hag successfully been incorporated as shown.

In this arrangement theye is provided a first
interior container §. This is in many respects’
substantially the ordinary paperboard container
or the like but has a relatively long panel T at
one end and a relatively short panel 8 at the
other end. One side panel 8 is rectangular and
the other side panel {f is similarly rectangular.
top panel i3 are both

Preferably -the top-panél 13 is cornected by a -

bendable edge 1§ to'the side panel I and is pro-

50

‘vided~with  an- inturneq flap

+1 adapted to be
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disposed behind the side panel 9. The volume
of the first interior container 6 and its contour
are such that it readily receives the inside unit
or trim of a lock set. Conveniently, the short
end panel 8 contains an indicium I8 giving the
customary or desired details with respect to the
nature, finish, type or kind of fthe inside unit
within the container 6. It is important that the
long end panel 7 of the first container be either
entirely devoid of indicia or have any imprint-
ing or notation thereon of a completely different
character or nature from that appearing on the
short end 8.

In & somewhat similar fashion, there is pro-
vided a substantially identical second interior
container 21 including a short end panel 22, a
long end panel 23, a rectangular side panel 24
and a rectangular side panel 26. Likewise pro-
vided is a trapezoidal bottom 27 and a similar,
trapezoidal top 28, the latter being connected to
the side panel 24 by a hinge edge 29 and having
an interior flap 3! which tucks behind the panel
26. The short end panel 22 of the second inte-
rior container is preferably devoid of indicia but
the long end panel 23 is provided with an indi-
cium 32 indicative of the contents of the second
interior container.

When the two interior containers are arranged
with their panels 26 and 9 in abutment and with
the end panels 23 and 8 substantially co-planar,
they occupy an approximately rectangular vol-
ume and are readily received within and snugly
fit an exterior box 36. This is preferably fabri-
cated of the customary material and includes
rectangular fop and bottom panels 37T and 38,
rectangular side panels 39 and 41, and end panel
42 and a second end panel 43. The end panel 62
of the outer box is substantially conventional in
that it cooperates with a pair of side wings &3
and 45 and has a marginal flange 47. The for-
ward end 43 is especially arranged so that while
it will retain the interior containers in position,
the pertinent portions of the indicia 32 and I8
can readily be discerned. This can be arranged
either by making the end panel 43 itself of trans~
parent material, as distinguished from the opague
material in the remainder of the box and as
shown by the panel 43a in Figure 6, or by provid-
ing cut away portions 48 and 49 on an upper flap
5{ and similar, cut away portions 52 and 53 on
a lower fiap 54. The upper and inner flap 5t is
provided with a tongue 56 which, when the flap
is lowered, is inserted in a space between the
bottom of the interior containers and the bottom
panel 28 while a tongue 57 on the fHap 54 is tucked
into a slot 58 on the fold line §3. When the two
end flaps are engaged as especially shown in Fig-
ure 1, they provide a secure fastening for holding
the interior containers in position but permit
reading of the indicia 32 and 18 respectively, The
flap 54 can carry an indicium 6! giving a general
designation of the contents of the container.

In use, when the outer box is stored among
other, similar boxes, it is quite simple to pull out
the fiaps 51 and 54 and to remove the container
21 and replace it with another, similar container

containing different outside trim. Or, after re-.

moving the container, it is possible to substitute
a different container § for a different inside trim.
Tt is not possible, however, to put two containers
containing outside trim into the same box with-
out turning them end for end. In that instahce,
the absence of indjcia on the normal back panel
1 or 22 of one of the containers is immediately
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4
portion 49, for example, that there is something
wrong with that assembly. When two containers
are properly assembled within the outer box, the
various indicia show appropriately and there are
no blanks to indicate an error. Interchanging
can be effectuated at the factory or in a store or
on display shelves without any possibility of error
and with the contents properly indicated at all
times.

What is claimed is:

1. A package for lock sets comprising an ex-
terior box having rectangular top and bottom
panels, rectangular side panels, and a rectangular
end panel to enclose a space having a predeter-
mined height and length; a pair of interior con-
tainers of substantially said height disposed with-
in said exterior box, said interior containers being
of trapezoidal shape to provide one short end
panel and one long end panel and being located
in said exterior box with the long end panel of
one interior container alongside the short end
panel of the other interior container and together
being substantially of said length; an end panel
on said exterior box connected along a fold line
to said top panel and overlying a relatively nar-
row portion of said long panel and a relatively
narrow portion of said shorf panel at the tops of
said panels; a releasable flap extending from the
central part of said end panel and overlying a
portion of said long panel and of a length to leave
said short panel and the corresponding part of
said long panel exposed; and a tongue on said
flap disposed between said one interior container
and said bottom panel.

2. A box assembly comprising a rectangular
exterior box having rectangular top and bottom
walls, rectangular vertical sidewalls, and opposite
rectangniar ends, a pair of interior boxes having
a depth and length equal to the depth and length
respectively of the space within said exterior box
and fitted snugly therein in juxtaposition, said
interior boxes having trapezoidal horizontal con-
tours with the long end of one hox coplanar with
the short end of the other box and vice versa,’
one of the opposite rectangular ends of said ex~
terior box being open to receive said interior
boxes horizontally therethrough, an end panel on
said exterior box at the open end thereof con-
nected along a fold line to said top panel and
overlying a relatively narrow portion of the long
end of one of said interior boxes and a relatively
narrow portion of the short end of the other of
said interior boxes at the tops of said ends, and
releasable means extending from the central part
of said end panel between said top and bottom
walls at a point on said open end about centrally
between said vertical sidewalls for retaining said
interior boxes in said exterior box whereby the
short end of the interior box that is adjacent said
open end and 2 portion of said long end are view-
able from outside said box, said last mentioned
means comprising g flap overlying a portion only
of said last mentioned long end and clear of said
short end. : ‘

3. A box assembly comprising: a pair of simi-
lar interior boxes having top and bottom trape-
zoidal walls and adapted to be assembled together
with the long end of one box coplanar with the
short end of the other box, an exterior box hav-
ing rectangular top and bottom walls and oppo-
site vertical sidewalls, one end of said exterior
box being open for receiving said interior hoxes
therethrough when so assembled, one coplanar
pair of ends of said interior boxes being marked

apparent and is an indication through the cut out 756 with identifying indicia and viewable from out- .
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side said exterior box through the open end of
the latter, an enq bPanel on said exterior hox at
the open end thereof connected along g fold line
to said top panel and overlying a relatively nar-
row portion of the long end of one of said interior
boxes and a relatively narrow portion of the short
end of the other of said interior boxes at the tops
of said ends, releasable means extending from
the central part of said end panel between the
top and hottom walls of said exterior box at said
open end overlying a portion of the long end only
of said one pair of ends for retaining said interior
boxes in said exterior box without obscuring the
indicia on the short end of said pair.
MARRON KENDRICK.
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