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(57) Abstract: A content distribution system is provided to facilitate e-commerce transactions for products and services associated
with distributed content. A content stream comprising content blocks, reference content blocks and floating reference content blocks
uses metadata to identify products and services associated with content blocks. The metadata and floating reference content blocks
are used to substitute dynamically selected content for content blocks based on profiles of user(s), the broadcast station, the adver-
tisement spot defined in the stream and content available for substitution. A market server determines optimal matches to support
a content substitution, and performs brokerage and bidding functions among suppliers of products or services associated with content
selected by users.
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Content distribution system where Metadata, with information
about products/services related to the content currently
being received, is attached to said content. Users receive
content blocks and metadata by means of a user's device, and
can use this device to interact with the content (allow the
selection and purchase of a product/service associated with
the content from one of a number of e-commerce providers).

The problem to be solved is therefore to allow e-commerce
transactions of products/services related to the transmitted
content by attaching Metadata to the content blocks, said
metadata containing information that facilitates the
e-commerce transactions.

2. Claims: 9-19,23

Method to selectively substitute content into content
streams for transmission to one or more users, wherein the
substitute content is dinamically selected with the
objective of producing an optimal match between a plurality
of criteria, such as user's profile, ad spot's profile, etc.
'Said substitute content is fitted into empty space-holders
which are referred to as "floating reference content
blocks".

The problem to be solved is therefore the transmission of
personalized content streams.
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As far as it can be understood, the invention relates to a
communication network allowing users to receive a stream of
content and to purchase products or services related to said
content, where said stream of content comprises reference
content blocks comprising metadata that can override
metadata in a content block that has been pointed to. A
distribution router determines which of said metadata is to
be used (either the metadata in the reference content block
or in the content block).

The problem to be solved is therefore to associate content
with metadata (with information that allows users to
purchase products/services related to said content) by means
of a flexible mechanism, so that the metadata is not fixedly
linked to a content block.
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