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The inventiong of claims 1, 6 and 9 do not involve a special technical
feature, because it ig disclosed in JP 2003-228802 A (Fuji Xerox Co.,

Ltd.), 15 August, 2003 (15.08.03).
Next, investigations are made on the inventions of claims 2 - 5 and
7 - 8 dependent on an independent claim 1.

The gpecial technical feature of the invention of c¢laim 2 is that
"the tip is formed into a planar substrate shape, and is made of a
trangparent material having a polygonal gsection and a flat portion at
the leading end", and the gspecial technical feature of the invention
of claim 3 is that "the tip has a trapezoidal gsection, the first gide
of which is shorter than the second side confronting the first side,
the first side face of which contains a first gside, and the second side
face of which containg a second side". Therefore, the inventions of
claimg 2 - 3 contain the same or corresgsponding special technical feature
(as the inventions of claims 1 - 3, 6 and 9 will be called the "first
invention group") .

The special technical feature of the invention of claim 4 (as will
be called the "gecond invention (group)") is that "of the gside faces
of the tip, at least one of the side faces other than the first side
face and the gecond side face is covered with a ghielding film".

The special technical feature of the invention of claim 5 (as will
be called the "third invention (group)") is that "the surface of the
first thin filmon the side opposed to the first side face and the surface
of the second thin film on the side opposed to the second side face
are covered with a magnetic shield layer".

The gpecial technical feature of the invention of c¢laim 7 is that
"the tip and an air floating face are simultaneously manufactured to
havegubstantiallyidentical heightsbyacommonprocesg", andthe special
technical feature of the invention of claim 8 is that "the tip and an
airfloatingfacearesimultaneouslymanufacturedtohaveapredetermined
height differencebetween the two". Therefore, the inventionsof claims
7 - 8 (as will be called the "fourth invention group") contain the same
or corresponding special technical feature.

Since the first invention group to the fourth invention group cannot
becongideredsocorrelativeastoformaginglegeneral inventive concept,
this international application doesg not comply with the requirement
of unity of invention.
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