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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a decontamination device for medical instruments and a method for decontaminating medical
instruments. The device includes a reception unit arranged for receiving a to be treated medical instrument. The device further in-
cludes a washing unit arranged for washing and/or drying the instrument. The device includes a disinfection unit arranged for disin -
fecting the instrument. The device includes a delivery unit arranged for presenting the disinfected instrument to be taken out of the
decontamination device.
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3. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-4, 26-28

1. A decontamination device for medical instruments
including:

a reception unit arranged for receiving a to be treated
medical instrument;

a washing unit arranged for washing and/or drying;

a disinfection unit arranged for disinfecting the
instrument; and

a delivery unit arranged for presenting the disinfected
instrument to be taken out of the decontamination device.
2. The decontamination device of claim 1, further including:
a wrapping unit arranged for providing the decontaminated
instrument in a holder;

wherein the delivery unit is arranged for presenting the
holder including the decontaminated instrument to be taken
out of the decontamination device.

3. The decontamination device of claim 1 or 2, including a
control unit arranged for controlling the washing unit, the
disinfection unit and optionally the wrapping unit, for
automatically washing and/or drying and disinfecting the
instrument and optionally automatically providing the
disinfected instrument in the holder hermetically sealed
from ambient air

4. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-3,
wherein the reception unit and the delivery unit are one and
the same.

26. A method for decontaminating a medical instrument using
a decontamination device, the method including:

receiving a to be treated medical instrument in a reception
unit;

washing and/or drying the instrument in a washing unit;
disinfecting the instrument in a disinfection unit; and
presenting the disinfected instrument to be taken out of the
decontamination device in a delivery unit.

27. The method of claim 26, further including:

providing the disinfected instrument in a holder by a
wrapping unit;

wherein the step of presenting includes presenting the
holder including the disinfected instrument to be taken out
of the delivery unit.

28. The method of claim 26, wherein the decontamination
device is a decontamination device according to any one of
claims 1-24.

2. claims: 5-10

5. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-3,
wherein at least the reception unit, the disinfection unit,
and the delivery unit are consecutive stations within the
device.
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6. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-5,
wherein the disinfection unit is arranged for sterilizing
the instrument.

7. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-6,
wherein the disinfection unit is arranged for treating the
instrument with ozone.

8. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-7,
wherein the washing unit is arranged for washing debris off
the instrument.

9. The decontamination device of claim 8, wherein the
washing unit includes at Teast one nozzle to spray a jet or
mist of a cleaning fluid directly onto the instrument.

10. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-9,
wherein the decontamination device is arranged for washing
the instrument using a liquid containing a disinfectant,
such as ozone.

3. claims: 11-15

11. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-10,
wherein the washing unit includes at least one nozzle to
spray a jet or mist of a drying gas directly onto the
instrument.

12. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-11,
wherein the decontamination device is arranged for drying
the instrument using a gas containing a disinfectant, such
as ozone.

13. The decontamination device of claim 2 or any one of
claims 3-12 as far as dependent on claim 2, wherein the
wrapping unit is arranged for packaging the disinfected
instrument in a hermetically sealed holder.

14. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-13,
arranged for holding the instrument in a cassette.

15. The decontamination device of claim 14, wherein the
reception unit is arranged for receiving the to be treated
medical instrument Toaded in a cassette.

4. claims: 16-20

16. The decontamination device of claim 14 or 15, wherein
the washing unit is arranged for washing and/or drying the
instrument in the cassette.

17. The decontamination device of any one of claims 14-16,
wherein the disinfection unit is arranged for disinfecting
the instrument in the cassette.

18. The decontamination device of any one of claims 14-17 as
far as dependent from claim 2, wherein the wrapping unit is
arranged for hermetically sealing the cassette containing
the disinfected instrument.

19. The decontamination device of any one of claims 14-18,
wherein the delivery unit is arranged for presenting the
cassette containing the disinfected instrument to be taken
out of the decontamination device.
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20. The decontamination device of any one of claims 14-19,

wherein the cassette includes a first portion and a second

portion that can be closed against each other for enclosing
the instrument.

5. claims: 21-25

21. The decontamination device of claim 20, wherein the
wrapping unit is arranged for hermetically closing the first
portion against the second portion.

22. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-21,
including a transportation unit arranged for transporting
the instrument and/or the cassette from the reception unit
to the disinfection unit and/or from the disinfection unit
to the delivery unit.

23. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-22,
including a labelling unit arranged for providing the
instrument and/or the cassette with a label representative
of the performed decontamination.

24. The decontamination device of any one of claims 1-23,
wherein the instrument is a dental instrument.

25. System including a decontamination device of any one of
claims 14-24 and at least one cassette arranged for holding
the instrument.
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