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To all, whom, it may concern 
Be it known that I, ISAAC E. PALMER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Hammocks, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

hammocks, and has more particularly for its 
object to provide means for successfully 
spreading a hammock provided with one or 
more pillows arranged diagonally across its 
COle O GOres. 
A further object is to provide a hammock 

of the above character with a folding spreader 
permanently secured thereto of such form as 
will permit the hammock to be folded into a 
compact bundle for use in shipping or carry 
ing the same. m 
A practical embodiment of my invention is 

represented in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

Figure 1 represents a top plan view of a 
portion of a hammock with my improved 
jointed spreader attached thereto. Fig. 2 is 
a view showing a method of folding the same 
into a compact bundle. Fig. 3 is a detail view 
of the jointed spreader in its unfolded posi 
tion as in use. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the 
Same in its folded position. Fig. 5 is a top 
plan view of a portion of a hammock, show 
ing a modified form of jointed spreader com 
prising two sections hinged together rather 
than three sections, as shown in Figs. 1 to 4, 
inclusive. Fig. 6 is a detail view of the 
Spreadershown in Fig. 5 in the position which 
it assumes in use. Fig. 7 is an enlarged detail 
View showing the manner of hinging the sec 
tions together, the sections being shown in full 
lines in their unfolded position and in dotted 
lines in their folded position; and Fig. 8 is a 
view of the connecting -link with the side 
plates separated. 
The hammock is denoted by 1. 
In the form shown in Fig. 1 the pillow 

pockets 2 and 3 extend from the middle line 
of the hammock diagonally across the corners 
at One end of the same to the side edges of 
the hammock. 

Spreader-receiving pockets 4, 5, and 6 are 
provided along the outer edges of the pillow 
receiving pockets 2 and 3, the spreader 

pockets 4 and 6 being located diagonally 
across the corners of the hammock and the 
spreader-pocket 5 being located transversely 
along the end of the hammock. The posi 
tions of the pillows in the pockets 2 and 3 are 
represented by dotted lines in Fig. 1. 
The spreader which is used in connection 

with the pockets arranged as above described 
comprises an intermediate section 7 and outer 
sections 8 and 9 hinged thereto. 
The spreader is preferably permanently se 

cured to the hammock by locating the sec 
tions 8 and 9 within the diagonal pockets 4 
and 6 and the intermediate section 7 within 
the transverse pocket 5 at the end of the ham 
mo?k. 
When the hammock is suspended as in use, 

the spreader will hold the hammock dis 
tended transversely, and at the same time the 
diagonally-arranged sections 8 and 9 will hold 
the pillows within the pockets 2 and 3 prop 
erly for the comfort of the person occupying 
the hammock. 
The spreader may be folded, together with 

the hammock, into a compact bundle-as, for 
instance, by folding the spreader into the po 
sition shown in Fig. 2. 
In the form shown in Fig. 5 the two pillow 

receiving pockets 10 and 11 communicate 
with each other along the middle line of the 
hammock at one end thereof and extend di 
agonally across the corners of the hammock 
to the sides of the same. This form of ham 
mock may be used where it is desired to shift 
the pillow from one side to the other, if so de 
sired. 

Spreader-receiving pockets 12 and 13 are 
located diagonally across the corners of the 
end of the hammock along the outer edges of 
the pillow-receiving pockets 10 and 11. 
The form of jointed spreader which I use 

in connection with the arrangement of pillow 
pockets shown in Fig. 5 comprises two sec 
tions 14 and 15, hinged together, which sec 
tions are preferably permanently secured to 
the hammock by locating them in the diag 
onal spreader-receiving pockets 12 and 13. 
The hinge which I have shown for connect 
ing the sections is shown in detail in Fig. 7, 
the plate of the connecting-link nearest the 
observer being removed to more clearly illus 
trate the manner of hinging the two adjacent 
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sections to the said link. The connecting 
link comprises two separate plates 1617. The 
plate 16 is provided with three shouldered 
lugs 18, 19, and 20, the lugs 19 and 20 serving 
as pivots, upon which brackets 21 22, carried 
by the adjacent sections of the spreader, are 
hinged. The brackets 21 22 are preferably 
made of malleable metal and are provided 
With sockets for the reception of the ends of 
the sections, the socket of the bracket 21 be 
ing composed of two branches 2324 and the 
socket of the bracket 22 being composed of 
branches 25 26. These branches are intend 
ed to be pressed around the ends of the sock 
ets for securing the brackets permanently 
thereto. The other plate 17 of the connect 
ing-link is provided with a lug 27, which en 
gages the inner face of the plate 16 and also 
Serves as a stop for causing the sections to 
Swing around into line with each other. 
These two plates 16 and 17 may be riveted 
together by upsetting the ends of the lugs 
18, 19, and 20, the shoulders on the lugs serv 
ing, together with the stop 27, to space the 
said plates apart. 
While I have shown the jointed or folding 

spreaders in the accompanying drawings as 
being permanently secured within the pock 
ets in the hammock, it is to be understood 
that the spreaders may be secured to the 
hammock in other ways, the gist of the in 
vention being in the use of a spreader located 
diagonally across one or more of the corners 
of the hammock instead of across the end 
thereof, as has hitherto been common. This 
feature renders the spreaders more practi 
cally applicable for use in connection with 
pillows extending diagonally across one or 
more of the corners thereof for holding the 
pillows in the proper position for use. 
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What I claim is 
1. A hammock provided with a pillow 

pocket for holding a pillow diagonally across 
one corner of the hammock and a spreader 
secured diagonally across the said corner, 
substantially as set forth. 

2. A hammock provided with a spreader 
secured thereto diagonally across one of its 
corners, substantially as set forth. 

3. A hammock provided with a spreader 
secured thereto diagonally across the corners 
at one end thereof, substantially as set forth. 

4. A hammock provided with pillow-pock 
ets located diagonally across its corners at 
one end thereof and a folding spreader se 
cured to the hammock along the outer edges 
of the pillow-pockets, substantially as set 
forth. 

5. A hammock provided with pillow-pock 
ets located diagonally across the corners at 
one end of the hammock and a folding spreader 
comprising an intermediate section located 
transversely to the hammock and outer sec 
tions located diagonally across the said cor 
ners, substantially as set forth. 

6. A folding hammock-spreader compris 
ing an intermediate section arranged to be 
secured transversely along one end of a ham 
mock and two outer sections hinged to the 
intermediate section and arranged to be se 
cured diagonally across the corners of the 
hammock, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 12th day of April, 
A. D. 1902. 

ISAAC. E. PALMER. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. M. SAUER, 
PAUL S. CARRIER. 
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