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The present invention relates, broadly classified to an
ornamental portable trophy, more particularly, to an au-
thentic oblate-elhpsmdal football the surface of which is
autographed, and an attractive stand which is functionally
designed  and structurally adapted to effectually present
and display the football.

As will be evident after having considered the general
statement concerning the subject matter involved, the
football is genuine, inflated and only different from other
conventional footballs in ‘that the signatures and other
written indicia appearing thereon is original. It follows
therefore that the present invention is regarded; as an
advance in the art in that the football is cradled and ac-

‘cordingly retentively held .in an. attractive manner in a

well designed and balanced. stand.

In carrying out a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the stand comprises a horizontal panel constituting
a base and having flat or planar top and bottom surfaces.
The' panel is preferably, but not ‘necessarily, rectangular
in plan and is provided at its respective transverse ends
with a pair of secondary or auxiliary panels. These

_panels are duplicates of each other and have opposed in-

wardly disposed surfaces the’ upper central portions of
which are provided with recesses. These recesses pro-
vide appropriate pockets. The pockets .are. preferably
circular and of a depth and dimension for retentive re-
ception of the cooperating tapering:ends of the associated
football. ‘
In keeping with the principles. of the invention the
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suspending uprights of the football are such in construc- -

tion that they clamp1n°1y grip and hold the ball but never-
theless permlt a viewer or observer to grip and turn the
ball by hand in order to inspect all of the signatures and
written comments, if any, which were inscribed on the
footbal by players or persons of renown.

More explicitly the-auxiliary panels or. uprights resem-
ble ‘spaced-apart parallel book ends.  However and by
preference these uprights have lower edge portions seated
firmly atop the transverse ends of the base and detachably
bolted in place thereon.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like nu-
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of a trophy (foot-
ball and stand) constructed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention;

FIGURE 2 is a bottom' plan-view on a smaller scale
and with one end portion appearing in section;

FIGURE 3 is a section on the vertical section line
3—3 of FIGURE 1 with the football omitted; and

FIGURE 4 is a view fragmentary in type which'is pre-
sented in section and elevation and is taken approximately
on the plane of the section line 44 of FIGURE 2.

With reference now to the illustrative, but not restric-
tive figures of the drawing it will be seen that the trophy
considered as an entity comprises a football 6 and a sup-
porting, cradling and displaying stand 8 therefor. :

The football, in accordance with the inventive ‘concept
will be a genuine or authentic inflated football and of
standard construction.and size. Ordinarily and before the
football is clampingly cradled and suspended in the stand
its surface or cover is covered, as it were, with auto-
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graphs-and ‘comments, if desired, of players and persons
of importance and representing an event of significance
to the trophy owner. It may well be mentioned here that
the overal inventive concept takes into account currently
popular autographing practices. However, the incentive
which gave rise to the instant effort had to do with recog-
nition of outstanding sports events and, for example, those
which are nationally significant bowl games and events in
that category of importance. Accordingly, the football is
outstanding in that it displays autographs of members of
the respective teams participating in an eventful game.

The stand comprises three principal component parts,
namely, a horizontal portable base 10 and left and right
rigidly attached uprights 12 and 14, réspectively. More
specifically the base comprises a rectangular panel, pref-
erably a solid nicely finished walnut panel having fiat or
planar top and bottom surfaces 16 and 18 (FIG. 3), hav-
ing ‘a forward longitudinal marginal side 20 and suitably
chamfered or otherwise prepared surfaces 22. Each up-
right comprises a walnut or an equivalent pane] and these
panels are alike in construction and are proportional with
the transverse cross-sectional dimension of the base as il-
lustrated in FIG. 3. The bottom marginal edge 24 of
each pang =1 is planar and fits firmly atop the surface 16 of
the main base panel. More specifically each auxiliary
panel (12 or 14 as the case may be) is disposed so that
it extends transversely across the surface 16 and in order
that the projecting headed end of a stud or pin 26 can
be fitted and retained in a vertical socket 28 (FIG. 4) pro-
vided therefor. A larger stud is also provided and has a

“tapering screw-threaded end portion 30 screwed into the

bottom portion of the panel, the lower screw-threaded
end 32 projecting below the panel bottom 24 and passing
through a bore 34 which is provided therefor and into
a counterbore 36 which serves to accommodate an as-
sembling washer and nut 38. Thus these two cooperating
members or studs function to locate the auxiliary panel
and to secure it firmly atop the cooperating end portion
of the main base panel 10. The central interior side or
surface 40 of each panel is provided with a circular or an
equivalent recess 42 which constitutes a pocket for recep-
tion and retention of the tapering end portion of the foot-
ball 6 in the manner shown. It will be obvious that the
several panels 10, 12 and 14 are precision made and as-
sembled so that when the football 6 is located between
the surfaces 49 and the football is fully inflated the end
portions, being seated in the pockets 42, serves to cradle
the football betwen the uprights in a well balanced man-
ner as is evident from FIGURE 1.

With reference again to FIG. 1 it will be seen that the
uprights 12 and 14 resemble a pair of book ends wherein
the latter are fixedly joined to cooperating transverse
end portions of a proportionally made base. It is also a
matter of moment to point out that the football 6 is
clamped with requisite nicety between the pocketed por-
tions 42 of the end uprights 12 and 14, this in a manner
to insure adequate support for the football but at the
same time 1o permit one to catch hold of the ball and to
turn it about its lengthwise axis in a manner to examine
all signatures or other written indicia appearing thereon.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous mod-
ifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the
exact construction and operation shown and described,
and accordingly all suitable modifications and equivalents
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the inven-
tion as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. In' combination, an inflated authentic oblate-ellip-
soidal football constituting a trophy, and a holding and
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displaying stand for said football, said stand embodying
a base, said base comprising a flat-bottomed portable hori-
zontally elongated panel and a pair of uprights compris-
ing auxiliary panels mounted on the respective transverse
end portions of the top side of said base panel and rising
vertically therefrom in. spaced -apart parallel relationship,
said auxiliary panels having opposed planar-inwardly fac-
ing surfaces having opposed aligned recesses defining seat-
ing pockets, said ball having significant axially aligned
end portions retentively-seated in their respective pockets,
whereby said football is clampingly cradled and suspend-
ed between said upright panels in a plane above the top
side of said base panel.

2. In combination, an inflated regulation oblate-ellip-
soidal authentically autographed football constituting and
providing a trophy, and a holding and displaying stand
for said football comprising a horizontally elongated base
panel having flat top and bottom surfaces, a pair of com-
plemental uprights each comprising a panel auxiliary to
the base panel and having a flat bottom seated firmly and
extending transversely across a transverse end portion
of the top of said first-named panel, means separably but
securely fastening the auxiliary panels to the base panel,
said auxiliary panels having opposed spaced parallel pla-
nar surfaces disposed inwardly and facing each other and
each inwardly facing surface having its upper median por-
tion provided with a generally circular ball-end seating
pocket, said ball having axially aligned end portions and
said end portions being retentively but removably seated
in .their respective pockets whereby to cradle the ball
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between the auxiliary panels and at a height above the
top of the base panel whereby no portion of the football
is in direct contact with the base panel.
3. The structure defined in claim 2 and wherein the
means for securing the auxiliary panels to the base panel

. comprises bolt and nut means, the bolt being carried by
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the auxiliary panel having a screw-threaded nut-equipped
end cooperable with bores provided therefor in an aligned
portion of said base panel.
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