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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fravx Arien Mat-
THEWS, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Eureka, in the county of Humboldt
and State of California, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Check-
rein-Holders, of which the following is a
specmcatmn, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

This invention has relation to certaln new
and useful improvements in check rein
holders ‘and has for its object to provide a
very simple device of this character whereby
the check rein may be quickly released {rom
the hook or holder orisecured in the same.

Another object is to provide a check rein
hook formed in two hingedly connected por-
tions, means being provided -upon the sad-
dle seat for holding said hook in its closed
position whereby the accidental release of
the checlt rein will be. effectually prevented.

A further object is to provide a bifurcated
block or base adapted to receive the end of
the hook, spring-held sliding dogs being
mounted on said base and adapted to engage

- with the hook, and ‘means for actuating Sdld

dogs to release and open the hook.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of the novel construction,
combination and arrangement of parts, here-
inafter fully described and eclaimed, and
ilustrated in the accompanying drawings in
which :—

Ifigure 1 is a perspective view of a check
rein holder embodying my invention; Fig.
2 is a top plan view thereof; Fig. 3 is a
section taken on the line 3-—3 of Fig. 2 the
hook being shown in-elevation; Fig. 4 is a
horizental section showing the sliding hold-
ing dogs, the hook being open; Iig. 5 is
an enlarged detail section taken on the line
5—5 of Fig. 2; Fig. 6 is a detail perspective
view of one oi‘ the spring-held. pressure le-
vers, and Fig. 7 is a similar view of one of
the sliding lockmo dogs. :

Referring to the drawings, 5 indicates the
saddle seat which may be of any approved
construction. On the outer attenuated. end
of this saddle seat a base block 6 is secured
by means of the screw 7 which extends
through ‘the seat and has threaded engage-
ment in the block. This block is formed
with a central bifurcation 8 and is trans-
versely extended at its upper outer portion
to form the cylindrical sleeves 9. Within
these sleeves the dogs 10 are transversely

movable and have their inner ends beveled
or inclined toward each other, as shown at
11. Each of these sliding dogs is provided
adjacent to its inner end with a slot 12
which receives a projection 14" formed npon
the end of each of the pressure levers 14.
These levers are disposed upon seats 15
formed in the base block 6 and are pivoted
thereon by means of the screws 16 which
have threaded engagement in the block.
The pressure levers are preferably carved
as shown and are formed upon their outer
ends with the circular finger plates 17, by
means of which the levers may be conven-
lently grasped and actuated as will herein-
after appear. The sleeves 9 arve, of course,
also provided ~with elongated slots 18 to
receive the projections 14" of the levers
through which they project into the slots 12
of the holding dogs. The pressure levers
14 are nonnallv dlsposed as shown in Kig.
2 wherein the locking dogs 10 have their
inner. beveled ends dlsposed in engagement
with each other. The levers 14 are held in
this position by means of a heavy wire
spring 19. As shown this spring is centmllv
coiled between its ends, as shown at 197
and has its extremities secured to each of
the levers 14 adjacent to their pivotal points.
Thus the spring action of the end portions
of the spring 19 will retaiw the pressure le-
vers in their separated positions against ac-
cidental inward movement, thelebv securely
holding the dogs 10 in their locking posi-
tions.

The check rein hook is formed in two sec-
tions 20.and 21 which are hingedly connected,
as shown at 22. The section 20 is secured
at its inner end to the saddle seat 5 by means
of the screw 23, while the hinged section 21
has its free end curved reversely to the major
portion thereof, as shown at 24, and formed
with a spherical termination 25. This
curved extremity 24 is adapted to be posi-
tioned in the central bifurcation 8 of the base
block 6, and when so disposed the locking
dogs 10 are engaged over the same and ef-
fectually prevent its inadvertent release or
opening. To thus lock the hook it is unnee-
essary to manipulate the pressure levers 14,
as the hinged section may be swung down-
wardly upon the oppositely inclined inner
ends 11 of the locking dogs, and the engage-
ment of the curved end 24 thereof will force
the locking dogs transversely from each
other in the sleeves 10 to permit of the check
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hook being disposed in the bifurcation 8 to
lock the check rein therein. Irom reference
to Fig. 5 it will be noted that after the hook
has been thus locked to the saddle tree, the
extensions 14’ of the pressure levers are en-
gaged against the inner ends of the recesses
12 in the locking dogs, the spring 19 yield-
ingly holding the levers in such position and
preventing any movement whatsoever of the
locking dogs from the exertions of the ani-
mal and effectually preventing every possi-
bility of the release of the check remn from
the hook. The check rein may, however, be
instantly released when desired by engaging
the finger pieces 17 with the thumb and fore-
finger and pressing them inwardly toward
each other. This action will move the lock-
ing dogs 10 outwardly against the tension
of the spring arms to the positions illustrated
in Fig. 4, when the hinged member 21 of the
check hook may be readily lifted and thrown
outward to the position shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 1. In this manner when it is
desired to permit freedom of movement of
the animal’s head when it is drinking, the
device may be very quickly actuated to release
the check rein, and it may also be readily
locked in the hook by simply placing the
check rein in the hinged hook section and
throwing the same down upon the inner ends
of the locking dogs 10.

From the foregoing it will be seen that I
have provided a device of comparatively sim-
ple construction which may be very quickly
operated and is highly efficient in use.. It is
also durably constructed, of great utility
and may be produced at a minimum cost.

While the construction shown and de-
scribed discloses what I believe to be the pre-
ferred embodiment of my invention, it will

be understood that numerous minor modi- |

fications may be resorted to within the scope
of the claims without materially departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

The saddle seat 5 may be attached to the
harness in any desired manner, and as such
attaching means forms no part of the present
invention, it is therefore not shown and de-
seribed, its construction being well known in
the art to which the invention appertains.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed is: '

1. A'device of the character described com-
prising a hook formed in two hinged sections,
transversely movable spring actuated lock-
ing dogs disposed in the same plane and
movable in opposite directions, said dogs be-
ing adapted for engagement with each other
over one of the hook sections to close said
hook, the opposed ends of the dogs being
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beveled for engagement by said hook sec-
tions, and a pivoted lever associated with
each of said locking dogs to move the same
and release the hook section whereby the
hook may be opened.

2. A device of the character described com-
prising a stationary hook section and a mov-
able section pivoted thereto, the free end of
said movable section being reversely curved,
a centrally bifurcated base adapted to re-
ceive the free end of said pivoted hook sec-
tion, transversely movable locking dogs en-
gaging over said movable hook section to
secure the hook in closed position, and spring
held actuating members codperatively asso-
ciated with said dogs adapted to yieldingly
hold the dogs in locking position.

3. A device of the characterdescribed com-
prising a hook formed in two sections, the
outer hook section being pivotally movable
in a vertical plane, a centrally bifurcated
base adapted to receive the free end of said
pivoted hook section, sleeves integrally
formed with said base, locking dogs trans-
versely movable in said sleeves having their
inner ends beveled inwardly toward each
other, and spring-held pressure levers piv-
oted on said base coGperatively -associated

‘with said sliding dogs, the free end of the

pivoted hook section being adapted to be en-
gaged upon the beveled inner ends of said
dogs to force the same outwardly against
the holding action of said levers to position
the free end of said hook section in the bi-
furcated base.

4. A device of the character described com-

prising a hook formed in two sections, the
outer section of said hook being movable on
the other of said sections, a bifurcated base
adapted to receive the free end of said mov-
able hook section, sleeves integrally formed
with the base upon opposite sides of the bi-
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furcation, locking dogs transversely movable

in said sleeves, said dogs having longitudinal
slots adjacent to their inner ends, pressure

levers pivoted on said base having extensions -

engaged in said slots, and a spring disposed
between said pressure levers and engaging
therewith to normally hold the inner ends
of the movable dogs in engagement -with
each other, the free end of the movable hook
section being adapted to force said dogs out-
wardly against the tension of the spring to
position the end of sald hook section in ‘the
bifurcated base to close the hook.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.
FRANK ALLEN MATTHEWS.
Witnesses:
Henry P. WiNter,
FErxest C. MATTHEWS.
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