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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-6, 16-16

System and method for forming a product from a food mass
comprising a feed pump with a moving member and a mould
drum, wherein the feed pump is a positive displacement pump
with a rotor whose axis of rotation is in parallel to the
axis of rotation of the mould drum

2. claim: 7

System for forming a product from a food mass comprising a
feed pump with a moving member and a mould drum, wherein the
feed pump is a vane pump with a compression zone, in which
the tip of the vanes does not touch the housing of the feed

pump.

3. claim: 8

System for forming a product from a food mass comprising a
feed pump with a moving member and a mould drum, also
comprising a divider between the feed pump and the mould
drum, said divider being directly connected or integral with
the housing of the feed pump

4. claim: 9

System for forming a product from a food mass comprising a
feed pump with a moving member and a mould drum, wherein the
axial Tength of the rotor of the feed pump is at least equal
to the axial length of the mould drum.
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Claims Nos.: 2-4, 6-9, 12-16(all partially)

The conjunction "or" included in the wording of claims 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8,
9, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 renders their dependency on the preceding claims
an optional feature. Therefore, all these claims can be regarded as
independent claims.

In view of the large number of independent claims
and also the wording of the claims presently on file, which render it
difficult to determine the matter for which protection is sought, the
present application fails to comply with the clarity and conciseness
requirements of Article 6 PCT (see also Rule 6.1(a) PCT) to such an
extent that a meaningful search and hence examination is impossible.

In
the present case and prima facie the claimed subject-matters are so
numerous and different that they simply preclude the detailed analysis
necessary to come to a firm conclusion regarding to the essential
technical features of the invention and also the unity of the present
application.

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those
parts of the application which do appear to be well defined, clear and
concise. Therefore the above mentioned claims 2, 3, 4, 6, 12, 13, 14, 15
and 16 have been interpreted as being dependent on their preceding and
corresponding system and method claims, i.e. the conjunction "or " has
been disregarded.

Claims 7, 8 and 9, whose subject-matter has been
considered non unitary with the rest of the application, have been
considered as independent claims. In this case, the features introduced
by the conjunction "or" have been considered as optional.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an internaticnal preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1{e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds intoc the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPQ Guidelines C-IY, 7.2},
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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