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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Ruporrm C. Hover, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Vicks-
burg, in the county of Warren and State of
Mississippi, have invented a new and useful
Seal, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
seals for envelops and other containers; and
the object is to provide a simple device of the
above type which can be readily manufac-
tured, easily applied to an envelop, and when
so applied will constitute an effective seal for
the same to prevent the contents thereof being
tampered with or abstracted without mutilat.
ing the container or destroying the seal.

The preferred means by which the above
object is accomplished is illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of an envelop,
showing the seal applied thereto. Fig. 2 is
asectional view, on an enlarged scale, through
a portion of such envelop. Fig. 3 is a sec-
tional view showing the partial application of
the seal and indicating the manner in which
it is closed. Tig. 4 is a detail perspective
view of the seal, and Fig. 5 is a sectional view
through the same.

Similar reference-numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

In the embodiment illustrated the seal itself
is formed of a single sheet-metal strip, the
material thereof being of such a nature that
said strip may be readily bent. Said seal
comprises a body portion composed of angu-
larly - disposed leaves 5 and 6, connected at
their inner ends, the outer end of the leaf 5
being offset and curved, as shown at 7, and
carrying at said end an inturned tongue 8,
which tongue is disposed substantially par-
allel to the leaf 5 and spaced a slight distance
above the same. Through the tongue 8, con-
tiguous to its juncture with the offset portion

7, is formed a transversely-disposed opening |

9, and said tongue is furthermore provided
with inwardly-extending teetlh 10, preferably
struck from the metal of which the tongue is
formed. The leaf 6 is also provided at its
free end with an offset tongue 11, which

tongue is sufliciently narrow to pass through
the opening 9 in the tongue 8, and has at its
free end a sharpened piercing-prong 12. The
tongue 11 is also provided with inwardly-ex-
tending teeth 13, struck therefrom, as shown
in Fig. 4.

In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 the seal is shown in con-
nection with an ordinary envelop having the
usual sealed flaps 15 and the loose flap 16, the
flaps 15 overlapping. In applying the device
after the contents of the envelop have bheen
inserted the end of the seal having the sharp-
ened prong is pierced through the three flaps
15, and then the device is revolved to take
the position shown in Fig. 8. The upper free
flap 16 is then sealed in the usual manner, and
the other leaf, 6, of the seal is bent inwardly,
the prong 12 piercing the said flap 16 and
passing through the opening 9 of the inner
tongue. It will be observed that thig prong
is slightly offset from the tongue 11, and after
it has passed through the opening 9 it will
strike the curved portion 7, thereby being de-
flected and causing the tongue 11 to pass in-
wardly and lie between the tongue 8 and the
leaf 5. Upon further pressure it will be ap-
parent that the interlocked tongues will be
brought together with the inner one against
the leaf 5, whereupon the teeth will also be
interlocked, and the tongue 11 cannot be with-
drawn from its interfitting relation.

It will be observed that this device is an ex-
tremely simple article that can be manufac-
tured at small cost and that it will securely
embrace and lock the various flaps together,
so that the same cannot be opened unless very
badly mutilated or the seal destroyed.

While the invention is shown in connection
with an ordinary envelop, it is not limited to
such use, but may be employed in connection
with various devices and containers, as will
be apparent. Itisto be observed, moreover,
that the device can be readily applied and that
1t does not interfere with the contents of the
envelop. Itisparticularly convenientin thatit
requires no openings being first made through
the flaps, as the sharpened point may be made
to pierce its way through the same. It is

therefore advantageous for use in connection
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with any folded sheet, as the folds can be
pierced and the seal compressed without dif-
ficulty.

Trom the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advantages
of the herein-described invention will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art without fur-
ther description, and it will be understood
that various changes in the size, shape, pro-

portion, and minor details of construction’

may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention. :

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A seal comprising a flexible strip having
a body portion provided with a rearwardly-
turned tongue at one end that is spaced from
the body portion, said tongue having an open-
ing therethrough, and another tongue located
at the free end of the body portion and ar-
ranged to be passed through the opening of
the first-mentioned tongue and lic between said
tongue and the body portion.

9. A seal comprising aflexible strip bent to
form angularly-disposed leaves, tongues car-
ried by the free ends of said leaves, one of
said tongues being spaced from the leaf car-
rying it, and provided with an opening there-
through and with inwardly-extending teeth,
the other tongue being adapted to be passed
through said opening and having inwardly-
oxtending teeth that are arranged to inter-
lock with the teeth of the first-mentioned
tongue.

3. The combination with an envelop having
overlapping flaps, of a seal comprising angu-
Jarly-disposed leaves thatare arranged to em-
brace the flaps, a rearwardly-turned tongue
carried by one of the leaves and having an
opening therethrough, said tongue being
spaced from the leaf and having inwardly-
projecting teeth, and another tongue carried
by the other leaf and arranged to be passed
through the opening of the first-mentioned
tongue and lie between said first-mentioned
tongue and leaf, the Jatter tongue also hav-
ing teeth which coact with the teeth of the
tongue having the opening.
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4. A seal comprising a flexible body por-
tion, a tongue carried by one end of the body
portion, said tongue overlying the body por-
tion in spaced relation thereto and having an
opening throughit, said opening being located
contiguous to the juncture of the tongue and
hody portion, and another tongue carried by
the body portion and arranged to be passed
through the opening and lie between the first-
mentioned tongue and the body portion.

5. A seal comprising a flexible body por-
tion formed of angularly-disposed leaves, a
tongue carried by the free end of one of the
leaves and overlying the same in spaced re-
lation thereto, said tongue having an opening
through it that is located contiguous to the
juncture of the tongue and leat and being
furthermore provided with inwardly-extend-
ing teeth, and another tongue carried by the
free end of the other leaf and arranged to be
passed through the opening of the first-men-
tioned tongue and lie between the first-men-
tioned leaf and tongue, said latter tongue be-
ing also provided with teeth that interlock
with the teeth of the said first- mentioned
tongue. :

6. In a scal, the combination with an en-
velop having flaps, of a strip of flexible metal
forming a tie or band, one extremity of which
is sharpened to a point, said point being ta-
pered forming a tongue, the opposite termi-
nal portion being provided with an opening
arranged to receive the tongue, said opening
being located from the adjacent extremity of
the strip about the length of the tongue from
its oxtremity, said tongue and the portion of
the strip, between the opening and its adja-
cent extremity, having teeth or projections
struck from the metal and inclining longitu-
dinally of the strip and in the same direction,
said teeth being arranged to interlock when
the tongue is passed through the opening,
substantially as specified.

Tn testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto aflixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

RUDOLPH C. HOYER.

Witnesses:

W. 1. Jo~Es,
H. B. WiLsox.
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