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1

This invention relates to basket structures in
general and has particular reference to baskets
of wire construction which may be used ag stock
baskets for conveying articles to and from various
machines or other work stations and through
liquid processing baths during the manufacture
of such articles.

This invention contemplates a novel method
of constructing wire baskets whereby a plurality
of the baskets may be stacked vertically without
impairing the carrying capacity of the baskets
and whereby the baskets may be so stacked when
loaded as well as when unloaded.

The invention also contemplates a stock bas-
ket which may be provided with a cover therefor
and a means whereby a plurality of such baskets
may be stacked vertically whether the cover is
used with each basket or not. The detachable
cover is provided with a means for suspending
the assembled basket and cover from a suitable
support so that the articles may be left within
the basket during certain operations being per-
formed thereon.

A principal object of the invention, therefore,
is to provide a stock basket so constructed that
a plurality of such baskets may be stacked ver-
tically.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a stock basket having -a novel cover retaining
means thereon whereby the basket may be sus-
pended from a support by means of the cover
when the cover is assembled to the basket.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a stock basket which permits the stacking of a
plurality of baskets, each of which baskets may
be provided with a removable cover if desired.

Other and further objects of the invention will
be apparent from the following description and
claims and may be understood by reference to
the accompanying drawings, of which there are
two sheets, which by way of illustration show a
preferred embodiment of the invention and what
I now consider to be the best mode in which I
have contemplated applying the principles of my
invention. Other embodiments of the invention
may be used without departing from the scope of
the present invention as set forth in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a stock basket
embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a cover which may
be used with the stock basket shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is an end elevational view showing the
baske$ with the cover applied thereto;
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Fig. 4 is a side elevational view showing a plu-
rality of the baskets in stacked relation; and

Fig. 5 is an elevational view showing a basket
having a cover thereon, which basket is suspend-
ed from a fixed support by means of the cover.

In Fig. 1 there is disclosed a basket preferably
made of wire construction which comprises a top,
bottom and intermediate frame members 10, 12
and 14 respectively. The frame members 10, 12
and 14 are substantially rectangular in shape and
are of the same size. The frame members may be
provided with article supporting means, and as
shown in Pig. 1, such article supporting means
may comprise a plurality of wire strips 26 secured
to the upper surface of and extending ketween
two of the opposing sides of the frame i2. The
intermediate frame member 14 is provided with
wire strips 22 secured to the under side thereof
and which strips are perpendicularly arranged
relative to the strips 20. Additional wire strips
24 are secured to the upper surfaces of the strips
22 and are arranged perpendicular to the strips
22, It is apparent that the article supporting
means just described may be altered in any man-
ner so as to fit the particular article for which
the basket is provided.

As is disclosed in Figs. 1 and 4, a pair of sup-
port members for the frames is secured at each
of two of the opposing sides of the frames 10,
i2 and 14. The supports comprise members 16
arranged at one end of the opposing sides of the
frames and members (8 arranged adjacent the
other ends of the opposing sides of the frames.
The members 18 and 18 may be welded or other-
wise suitably secured to the outer sides of each
of the irame members. As shown in Fig. 4, the
support members of each pair diverge upwardly
and project above the top frame 10.

The upper ends of the support members 1§ are
bent so as to terminate in transversely disposed
ends 26, and the upper ends of the support mem-
bers 18 are bent so as to terminate in transverse-
ly disposed portions 28. The transversely ar-
ranged portions 26 and 28 all project in the same
direction toward one end of the frames.

A cover 80 is provided for the basket and com-
prises a rectangular frame 32 which is of the
same size and shape as the frames 10, 12 and 14:
Wire strips 34 are secured to the under side of
the frame 32 and extend between two of the Op=-
posing sides thereof. A strip 36 is secured to the
upper surface of the frame 32 adjacent each end
thereof.

The cover 30 may be assembled to the basket
with the wire strips 34 seated on the upper sur-
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face of the top frame 0. The ends of the strips
36 project laterally beyond the sides of the frame
32 and are adapted to engage the bent portions
of the support members 16 and {8. The laterally
projecting ends of the strips 36 engage the
straight portions of the upper ends of the sup-
port members and are arranged below the trans-
versely extending portions 28 and 28 so that rela-
tive movement between the cover 30 and the top
frame 8 is prevented except in one direction.
The transverse portions 28 and 28 of the support
members together with portions of the upper sur-
face of the top frame {8 define slots facing in the
same direction for receiving the laterally project-
ing ends of the strips 36. The inner sides of the
support members are engageable with the sides
of the frame 32 so as to prevent relative lateral
movement between the cover and the frame (8.

The use of the cover 39 with the basket is
optional for most purposes for which the basket
may be used. However, in some operations being
performed on the articles carried by the basket
it may be desirable to suspend the basket from &
fixed support. As shown in Fig. 5, the cover &8
provides a  simple and efficient means of sup-
porting the basket from a support. To this
end a hook 38 is welded to the upper surface of
one end of the frame 32 of the cover 38. The
hook 38 comprises two hook-shaped members 40
supported by a brace 42. When the cover 58
is assembled to the basket; the basket may be
suspended from a support 44 by means of the
hook 38. When the basket is arranged in the
position shown in Fig. 5, the engagement of the
laterally projecting ends of the strips 3§ with
the bent portions of the support members {6 and
18 and with the transverse portions 26 and 28
will maintain the cover in assembled relation
with respect to the basket.

A plurality of the baskets disclosed herein may
he stacked vertically whether a cover 8@ is ap-
plied to each of the baskets or not. In Fig. 4
there is shown a stacking arrangement in which
the two upper baskets are provided with a cover
30 while the lowermost basket does not have a
cover. The support members of each pair, as
shown in Fig. 4, are upwardly diverging and each
is inclined at a slightly different angle with re-
spect to the frames 18, {2 and {4 than the other
member of the pair.

When the lower basket of two stacked baskets
is not provided with a cover, the lower frame 2
of .the upper basket is adapted to be seated upon
the upper surface of the top frame {9 of the lower
pasket. In this position the outer sides of the
lower frame 12 are engageable with the inner
sides of the support members {8 and 18 so as
to prevent relative lateral movement hetween
the baskets.

As shown in Fig. 3, the upper ends of the
support members I6 and {8 are bent outwardly
a slight amount so as to permit the baskets to
be stacked and unstacked easily. However, only
a slight amount of clearance between the inner
sides of the support members and the outer sides
of the bottom frame (2 is necessary so that there
will be only a very slight amount of lateral move-
ment between the baskets. The straight portions
of the support members {6 which project above
the top frame {6 of the lower basket are adapted
to engage the lower portions of the support mem-
bers 16 of the upper basket so as to prevent end-
wise movement between the baskets in one direc-
tion. Similarly, the ends of the transverse por-
tions 28 of the support members 18 are engage-
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able with the lower portions of the support mem-
bers 18 of the upper basket to prevent endwise
movement between the baskets in the other direc-
tion. It will therefore be seen that the support
members {8 and {8 which provide the only means
for assembling the top, bottom and intermediate
frames in their proper relation also provide a
means for stacking a plurality of baskets ver-
tically so that relative lateral and endwise move-
ment between the baskets is prevented.

The two upper baskets shown in Fig. 4 are
each provided with a cover 38, and the stacking
arrangement of two or more baskets having cov-
érs thereon is very similar to that previously de-
scribed. However, it wiil be noted that the lower
frame {2 of the upper basket is adapted to seat
upon the upper surface of the cross strips 36 of
the cover 3§ on the lower basket. Since the sup-
port members of each pair are upwardly diverg-
ing, the lower frame {2 of the upper basket will
engage the upper end of the support members 16
and {8 of the lower basket at a different point.
However, the amount of endwise and lateral
movement permitted between the two baskets,
the lower of which is provided with a cover, will
still be very slight.

While I have illustrated and described a pre-
ferred embediment of my invention, it is under-
stood that this is capable of modification, and I
therefore do not wish to be limited to the pre-
cise details set forth, but desire to avail myself
of such changes and alterations as fall within the
purview of the following claims.

Iclaim:

1. A basket assembly comprising superposed
baskets each having rectangular top and bottom
frame members, a pair of support members se-
cured to said frames at each of two opposing
sides thereof, said support members projecting
above said top frame and terminating at the up-
per ends thereof in transversely arranged por-
tions, and a cover adapted to seat on said top
frame, said cover having a frame of the same size
and shape as said top and bottom frames and
having means projecting laterally therefrom en-
gaging the upper ends of said support members
and arranged below said transverse portions
thereof, the upper ends of the support members of
the lower basket being engageable with the bottom
frame and the support members of the next upper
basket for preventing relative lateral and end-
wise movement between said baskeéts.

2. A basket assembly comprising supérposed
baskets each having top and bottom frame mem-
bers, g pair of support members secured to said
frames at each of two opposing sides thereof,
said support members projecting above said top
frame and terminating at the upper ends thereof
in transversely arranged portions, and a remov-
able cover adapted to seat on said top frame,
said cover having means projecting laterally
therefrom engaging the upper ends of said sup-
port members and arranged below said transverse
portions thereof, the transverse portions of the
support members of the lower basket being en-
gageable with the bottom frame and the support
members of the next upper basket for preventing
relative lateral and endwise movement betwen
said baskets.

3. A basket assembly comprising superposed
baskets each having rectangular top and bottom
frame members, a pair of support members se-
cured to the outer sides of each of two opposing
sides of said frames, said support members pro-
jecting above said top frame and terminating at



2,620,083

5

the upper ends thereof in transversely arranged
portions projecting toward one end of said frames,
and a cover adapted to seat on said top frame,
said cover having a frame of the same size and
shape as said top and bottom frame and having
means projecting laterally therefrom engaging
said upper ends of said support members and ar-
ranged below said transverse portions thereof, the
transverse portions of the support members of
the lower basket being engageable with the bottom
frame and the support members of the next upper
basket for preventing relative lateral and end-
wise movement between said baskets.

4. A hasket assembly comprising superposed
baskets each having top and bottom frame mem-
bers, a pair of support members secured to said
frames at each of two opposing sideg thereof,
said support members being upwardly diverging
and projecting above said top frame, and a cover
adapted to seat on said top frame, said cover
having a frame of the same size and shape as
said top and bottom frames and having cross
members secured to the upper surface thereof
and projecting laterally therefrom, the upper ends
of said support members having transversely ar-
ranged portions projecting toward one end of
said frames, said cross members being arranged
below said transverse portions of said support
members, the upper basket of said assembly being
adapted to seat on said cross members, the trans-
verse portions of the support members of the
lower - basket being engageable with the lower
frame and the support members of the upper
basket for preventing relative lateral and end-
wise movement between said baskets.

5. A stock basket comprising aligned rectangu-~
lar top and bottom frame members, a plurality of
support members for assembling said frames in
spaced parallel relation secured to the outer sides
of said frames at each of two opposing sides there-
of, said support members projecting above said
top frame and terminating at their upper ends in
transversely arranged portions, and a cover in~
cluding a frame member having cross members
projecting laterally therefrom, the upper ends of
said support members being engageable with said
cover for preventing relative lateral movement
between said cover and said top frame, the trans-
verse portions of said support members and por-
tions of the upper surface of said top frame de-
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fining slots facing toward one end of said frames,
said cross members being receivable in said slots
for preventing movement of said cover relative
to said top frame except in one direction.

6. A stock basket comprising aligned rectan-
gular top and bottom frame members, a pair
of support members secured to the outer sides
of each of two opposing sides of said frames;
said support members projecting above said top
frame and terminating at their upper ends in
transversely arranged portions projecting toward
one end of said frames, and a cover adapted to
seat on said top frame, said cover having means
projecting laterally therefrom engaging the up-
per ends of said support members and arranged
below the transverse portions thereof so as to
prevent movement of said cover relative to said
top frame except in one direction,

7. A stock basket according to claim 6 where-
in said cover is provided with a means by which
said cover and said basket may be suspended.

8. Basket structure comprising superposed
baskets each having top and bottom frames se-
cured together in spaced parallel relation, a
pair of upwardly diverging members secured to
said frames at each of two opposing sides
thereof, said members projecting above said top
iframe and having substantially straight por-
tions extending from said bottom frame to above
said top frame, the upper ends of the upward-
ly diverging members of a lower basket being
engageable with the bottom frame and with the
remote surfaces of the straight portiong of the
members of a superposed basket for preventing
relative lateral and endwise movement between
said baskets.

9. Basket structure according to claim 8
wherein said upwardly diverging members pro-
vide the sole means for securing said top and
bottom frames in said spaced parallel relation.

JOHN P. MOORHEAD.
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