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To all whom, it naily concern: 
Beit known that I, PETER WALKER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Friar's 
Point, in the county of Coahoma and State of 
Mississippi, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Fishing-Bait Hold 
ers; and I do declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in fishing appliances, 
and it relates more particularly to the pro 
vision of a simple, inexpensive, and efficient 
device for use in live bait, or small fish which 
are commonly used as bait, both in trolling 
and in still fishing. 
To these ends and to such others as the in 

vention may pertain the same consists in the 
peculiar construction of the live-minnow 
holding clamps and in the novel combination, 
arrangement, and adaptation of parts, all as 
more fully hereinafter described, shown in 
the accompanying drawings, and then specif 
ically defined in the appended claims. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings, which, with the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part 
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of this specification, and in which drawings 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 

proved form of bait-retainer as it appears 
when attached to a wire connected to a gang 
of fish-hooks such as are commonly employed 
in trolling. Fig. 2 is a like view in which the 
clamps are shown as applied to the shank of 
an ordinary fish-hook. Fig. 3 is a front view 
of the same. Fig. 4 is an enlarged view in 
perspective of the clamping devices. 

Reference now being had to the details of 
the drawings by letter, A designates a straight 
piece of wire, which may be an independent 
piece, having swiveled connection at one of 
its ends with the ring at the end of a gang of 
fish-hooks, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, 
or it may constitute the shank portion of a 
single fish-hook, as is shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. 

adapted to grasp and hold the minnow or 
other small fish which is used for bait. These 
clamps B and Care adjustably secured to the 
wire or fish-hook shank A, so as to permit of 
their being readily adjusted to conform to the 
size of the fish used as bait. The clamp B, 
which I designate the “tail-clamp,' consists, 
essentially, of two pivoted jaws of a length 
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corresponding with the width of the larger 
minnows, which are commonly used as live 
bait in fishing, the measurement being taken 
at the base of the tail of the fish, at which 
point the clamp is to grasp the fish. The 
said jaws b and b' of the clamp B are pro 
vided with extensions or arms b°, which ex 
tend for a short distance beyond the point at 
which the clamp is attached to the wire and 
serve to permit the jaws of the clamp to be 
opened against the tension of a spiral spring 
b', the tension of which spring serves to nor 
mally hold the jaws of the clamp closed. The 
clamp C is in all respects similar to the clamp 
B, excepting in the shape of the serrated 
jaws. The direction of the length of the jaws 
of the said clamp C, which are designed to 
grasp the minnow or other bait-fish in the di 
rection of the length of the fish, is in the di 
rection of the length of the wire A, to which 
the clamp is attached, or at right angles to 
the jaws b and b'. 
From the foregoing description of construc 

tion of the device its operation will be readily 
understood. The minnow or other small fish 
which is to be employed as bait in fishing is 
secured by the clamps B and C, as shown in 
the drawings. The clamp B grasps the fish 
at the base of the tail of the fish, while the 
clamp C is attached to the back of the fish 
along the line of the back at a point at or ad 
jacent to the longitudinal center of the fish. 

It will be at once seen that by the use of my 
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bait-holding attachment the necessity of im- . 
paling the bait upon a hook, as has been here 
tofore a common method of Securing the bait, 
is obviated and the life of the bait-fish is thus 
prolonged. 
ner which I have described will be permitted 
to move within certain limits, being free to 
bend the body or wiggle. 
upon the part of the bait will serve to at 
tract the fish, and on this account it has been 

B and C are the bait - clamps, which are found from practical experiment that much 

The bait being held in the man 
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better results are attained in fishing with my 
improved bait-holding attachment than by 
the old method of impaling the bait upon 
hooks. 
While the drawings illustrate the clamping 

devices as attached to the bait in the manner 
described, it has been found preferable to at 
tach the lower clamp on the hook to the dor 
sal fin of the fish, so as not to engage with the 
body, and which would prevent in a measure 
the movements of the bait, which would at 
tract the fish to the bait. It is also my pur 
pose to construct the shank of the hook, to 
which the clamps are secured, without eyes, 
in which the line is attached, but preferably 
to wind the line to the end of the hook after 
the clamps have been slipped over the end of 
the shank portion. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A fishing-bait holder, consisting of a fish 
hook having in combination with the shank 

portion thereof, clamping-jaws pivoted to 
gether and held to said hook, as set forth. 

2. In a fish-bait holder, the combination 
with the hook, the spring-actuated clamping 
jaws pivoted to the shank of the hook, as set 
forth. 

3. In a device for holding bait, the combi 
nation with the hook, the clamp-jaws having 
teeth thereon, pivoted to the shank of the said 
hook, and at right angles thereto, substan 
tially as set forth. 

4. In a fishing appliance, the combination 
with the wire A, the gang-hook secured there 
to, of the independent spring-actuated clamps 
longitudinally movable on the said wire, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
PETER, WALKER. 

Witnesses: 
J. M. SHARP, 
GERALD FITZ GERALD. 
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