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The present invention relates to a tablet 
crusher and it consists in the combinations, con 
structions and arrangements of parts herein de 
scribed and claimed. 

Generally there is provided a simple device 
consisting of a lower jaw to which there is hinged 
an upper jaw. The lower jaw is provided With 
a well which is normally closed by a Spring urged 
pivoted closure member to provide a base in 
such well and the upper jaw of the device is pro 
vided with a crushing tooth which is preferably 
serrated at its lower end. The device is Such 
that a tablet may be placed within the Well atop 
the closure member and the jaws brought to 
gether by means of integrally formed handles 
and the tablet crushed within such well after 
which the closure member may be moved out 
Wardly of the well to allow the crushed tablet 
to drop by gravity to the well into a glass or 
the like. The device is such that it should be 
of great assistance to pharmacists and the like. 

It is accordingly an object of the invention 
to provide a novel tablet Crushing device. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device of the character set forth which is 
simple in construction, inexpensive to manu 
facture and yet effective and efficient in use. 
Another object of the invention is to provide, 

in a device of the character set forth, a novel 
closure member forming a part of the invention. 
Other and further objects of the invention 

will become apparent from a reading of the 
following specification taken in conjunction with 
the drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of an em 
bodiment of the invention, 

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken along line 
2-2 of Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 
view taken substantially along line 3-3 of Figure 
2, and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view 
illustrating a closure member forming part of 
the invention. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 
there is shown therein a tablet crusher com 
prising a lower jaw to having an upwardly ext 
tending foot formed integrally with one end 
thereof and to the upper end of which foot there 
is pivotally connected, as indicated at 2, an 
upper jaw 3. 
The jaw () is provided With an integrally 

formed handle 4 while the jaw 3 is provided 
With an integrally formed handle 5. The jaw 
0 is provided with an enlarged central portion 
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f6 having a vertically extending well T formed 
therein. A slot 8 is formed in one side of the 
body 6 and communicates with a transversely 
extending passage 9. 
A compression spring 20 surrounds a pin ex 

tending upwardly from the jaw 0, as indicated 
at 2, and interconnects the jaws O and 3 to 
normally urge the jaw 3 away from the jaw O. 
A pin 22 is affixed to the underside of the jaw 
3 and has mounted at its lower end a crushing 
head 23 provided with a serrated lower face, as 
indicated at 24. 
A closure member 25 is provided with an elon 

gated leg 26 which is pivotally connected, as 
indicated at 2, to the body 6 within the slot 8 
and the closure member 25 is adapted to extend 
into the passageway 6 and is, in fact, urged 
therein by means of a tension spring 28. 

In Operation, it will be apparent that when 
it is desired to crush a tablet, it is only neces 
Sary to place the tablet in the well 9 atop the 
closure member 25 which is normally in posi 
tion in the passageway 9 and hence provides 
a bottom for the upper portion of the well 9. 
Thereafter the handle 5 is brought toward the 
handle 4 by Squeezing the same in a single hand 
of the Operator and the crusher head 23 will 
come into contact with the tablet to crush the 
Same between the serrated lower edge 24 and 
the upper side of the closuremember 25. There 
upon the closure member 25 may be moved out 
of the passageway 9 by means of an integrally 
formed outwardly extending fingerpiece 29 and 
the crushed tablet will be thereupon allowed to 
drop by gravity through the lower end of the 
Well T. 
While but one form of the invention has been 

shown and described herein, it will be readily 
apparent to those skilled in the art that many 
minor modifications may be made without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention or th 
Scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device of the character described com 

prising a lower jaw having a horizontal well 
therein, an upper jaw hinged at its forward end 
to the forward end of said lower jaw, a crusher 
head dependently carried by said upper jaw and 
receivable in said well, said lower jaw having a 
transverse passageway COmmunicating With said 
Well and a slot in one side thereof Communicat 
ing with Said passageway, and a closure member 
pivoted in said slot and receivable in said pas 
Sageway to form a bottom for said well. 

2. A device as defined in claim 1 wherein 3, 
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tension spring interconnects said lower jaw and REFERENCES CTED 
said closure member whereby to urge said mem- The following references are of record in the 
ber to closed position, and Wherein a finger piece file of this patent: 
is formed integrally with the outer side of Said 
closure member. UNITED STATES PATENTS 

3. A device as defined in claim 2 wherein a Number Name Date 
compression spring is interposed between said 637,081 Calkins ---------- Nov. 14, 1899 
jaws whereby to normally urge the same apart. 753,121 Calkins ------------ Feb. 23, 1904 
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