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This invention relates to drawer lockS and 
more particularly to a drawer lock that is easily 
and quickly attached to a file cabinet or the like. 

4 Claims. (CI. 312—333) 

In the manufacture of steel filing cabinets and 
other cabinets or desks with drawers, it is de 
sirable to have as much of the cabinet aSSembled 
without tools in bringing about reduced cost of 
manufacture. It has also been found that Some 
purchasers sometimes buy , a cabinet without a 
drawer lock only to find later that a lock is de 
sirable and applicant has found that an easily 
installed drawer lock is much to be desired. 
The primary purpose of the present invention 

is to provide a drawer lock for a filing cabinet 
or the like that is easily and Simply installed onto 
the cabinet either at the factory or in the field 
to a previously purchased cabinet. 
Other purposes and objects of the invention 

are to provide a drawer lock in which because 
of the simplicity of manufacture and the ease 
of installation the cost of both the manufacture 
and assembly are greatly reduced; differing from 
the conventional form of construction there are 
no screws, bolts or nuts to handle and no tools 
required for the aSSembly thereof; with the ease 
and simplicity of assembly, the lock may be in 
stalled in the field - without tools and without 
any special skill; the drawer lock parts are 
stampings being quickly and economically made 
in a punch press at a greatly reduced cost; when 
Once installed the lock cannot become accident 
ly removed or dislocated from the cabinet. 
Other objects and advantages of the present 

invention will appear during a reading of the 
following description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional 
view through a filing cabinet with a drawer 
therein showing my improved drawer lock at 
tached thereto. 

Figure i 2 is a fragmentary elevational view 
of a portion of the filing cabinet and the drawer 
Supporting channel with the drawer lock at 
tached thereto. 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view through 
the side of the filing cabinet and the drawer 
Supporting channel with the drawer lock in elle 
vation, taken along line 3-3 in Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of the drawer supporting channel and drawer 
lock. 

Figure 5 is a plan view of the snap on drawer 
lock unit. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the drawer 
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lock unit slightly separated from the drawer 
Supporting channel. V 

Referring to the details of the drawing in 
which like reference numerals refer to like parts 
throughout the several views and particularly 
to Figure 1, a filing cabinet, desk or the like 
has - a side panel i, a back panel 2 and a front 
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5 filing cabinet. 

side member 3 bordering a drawer opening 4. 
The side panel i - of the cabinet is provided with 
a rear Vertical flanged channel 5 and a forward 
vertical fianged channel 6 attached thereto as 
by welding. A horizontally disposed drawer 
Supporting channel 7 is secured at its ends in 
any convenient manner to the vertical, channels 
5 and 6. The drawer supporting channel 7 is 
formed in vertical cross section with a vertical 
Web 8 With narrow horizontal ledges 9 extending 
horizontally from the upper and lower edges 
thereof, each with an inwardly vertically extend 
ing narrow filange ? 0. 
This i drawer supporting channel 7 slidably 

Supports a drawer | f in the conventional man 
ner Whereby the drawer may be withdrawn to 
extended position out of the front side of the 

The drawer is constructed with 
Vertical side - members 12, a rear panel 3 and 
a front panel 4 all assembled together as by 
Welding to form the complete drawer. A stop 
block 5 is welded or otherwise secured to one 
Side 2 of the drawer i f. 
The drawer Supporting channel 7 is pierced 

along two Spaced parallel horizontal lines and 
the metal So cut is bent slightly to the rear of 
the Web of the channel forming the spaced hold 
ing strap f6. Slightly below this strap || 6 the 
Web of the drawer supporting channel is pierced 
along an inverted U-shape line and this metal 
is pressed slightly to the rear of the web of the 
channel forming the upwardly extending Spaced 
vertical tongue (7. 
This strap f 6 and the tongue 7 are adapted 

to support a bracket i 8 on which the latch of 
the drawer lock is mounted. The drawer lock 
bracket 8 has a vertical leg i 9 and an integral 
horizontal leg 20. The vertical leg is formed 
with a rectangular notch 2 that is received over 
the base of the tongue || 7 when the lock is proper 
ly installed. The vertical leg i 8 is pierced al Org 
an inverted U-shape - line and the metal forced 
slightly outwardly, forming the lip 22 that en 
gages below the strap | 6 - when the lock bracket 
is properly in place on the supporting channel 
and prevents the unintentional removal of the 
bracket from the channel. 
A latching member 23 is made of strap metal 
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and is pivotally mounted on the horizontal 
portion 20 of the bracket i 8 on the pivot pin 24. 
A stop lug 25 is formed from the metal of the 
latching i member 23 and extends downwardly 
therefrom and engages one edge of the horizontal 
leg of the bracket to stop the counter clockwise 
rotation of the latching member on the bracket. 
The pivot pin 24 extends a distance above the 
latching. member and a .torsion spring 26 is lo 
cated around this pivot pin with one end 27 
thereof hooked over the rear edge of the latching, 
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member 23 and the other end 28 of the torsion' 
spring engaging - one edge of the vertical leg of 
the bracket 8 yieldably rotating the latching 
member counter clockwise and with the stop lug. 
25, against this bracket. 
A lock operating strap 29 is located vertically 

along the rear side of the vertical cabinet chan 
nel 6 and is actuated by motion of a key operated 
drawer lock and when actuated is rotated slightly 
thuss moving the: stop. lug, end of theº: latching 
member in Wardly and removing-the: other end of 
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the latching member from:the-path of the drawer 
stop block. í 5. whereby the drawer may be siidi : 
outwardly to open position. - 
With the parts made: as described the : drawer 
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lock may be easily: assembled onto :: the drawer : 
supporting channel. To assemble the drawer lock 
to the i drawer supporting channel the vertical 
leg. 9: of the bracket j-8. is inserted downwardly 
between the rear face of the web 8: of the drawer 
supportingº channel. 7: and the strap i 6 until thie 
lip - 22: binds against the strap. Then with a 
heavy instrument or object the bracket is forced 
or hammered further downward until the lip 22 
siñaps outwardly: adjacent the lower edge of the 
strap: -63 and untilf the rectangularnotch 2 strad 
des the :: tongue' || 7. Thus the upper portion of 

4 
and the re?r face of the supporting member and 
the lower terminal end thereof receivable between 
the tongue and the rear face of the supporting 
member and the bifurcated portion receivable 
astraddle the tOngue. 

2. A drawer lock comprising a bracket made 
of strap metal and having a horizontal leg to 
which is pivotally - attached a latching mem 
ber; and having a vertical leg terminating at its 
lower end in a bifurcated portion, a Vertically 
disposed drawer supporting member of sheet 
metal having a horizontal strap pierced there 
from and Spaced from the face thereof, an - up 
wardly extending tongue pierced from the Sup 
porting member below the strap and Spaced from 
the face of the supporting member, the vertical leg 
of the bracket receivable between the strap and 
the face of the supporting member and the lower 
end of the bracket receivable between the tongue 
and the face of the supporting member with the 
bifurcated portion thereof straddling the base 
of the tOngue. · 

| 3. A drawer lock comprising a bracket having 
a - vertical leg, said lege of the bracket having an 
outwardly and upwardly extending lips and ter 
minatingº at its lower end in a bifurcated: pO 
tion; a latchingi member pivoted to "Said bracket, a 

::vertical drawer supporting member having-a hori 
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zontal strap attached at its ends to the support 
ing member spaced from a face ºthereof, the 
supporting member also having an upwardly ex 
tending torague attached thereto below the - strap 
and spaced from said face thereof, the vertical 
leg of the bracket receivable between the: strap 

the bracket is held snugly between the strap 
and the rear face of the supporting channel, the 
lip. 22 engaging the lower edge of the strap | 6 
prevents unintentional removali of the i bracket 
from the supporting channel and the lower end 
of the bracket - 8 is held from longitudinal move 
merit by the notch in the end thereof Straddling 
t?ie tongue T and is held from lateral movement 
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by the tongue º 17 holding the lower i end of the . 
bracket against the rear side - of the supporting 
channel. 

Having thus described my invention it is un 
derstood that I have devised a drawer lock that 
is easily installed either at the factory or in the 
field and that no tools are required for the in 
stallation and that I have designed a drawer 
lock that is economical to manufacture and sim 
ple to assemble with the i resultant decrease in 
the manufacturing costs. N 
Although I have described but one form of 

Structure it is is considered that certain minor 
changes may be made without departing from 
the spirit and intent of my invention, the entire 
scope of which is defined in the following" claims. 

1. A drawer lock comprising a bracket having 
a vertical leg, the lower end thereof terminat 
ing in a bifurcated portion, a latching member 
pivoted on said bracket, a vertical drawer Support 
ing member having a horizontai strap attached 
at its ends to the supporting member and Spaced 
from the one face of the si supportingi member, 
and also having an upWFardly extending tongue 
attached thereto and spaced from the same face 
thereof, the bracket receivable between the straip 
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and said face of the supporting member” with 
the lip snapped outwardly below the strap º and 
the lower end of the vertical leg of the bracket 
receivable between the tongue and the : rear face 
of the Supporting member with the bifurcated 
end of the bracket straddling the base of the 
tOngue: - - - - 

4: A drawer lock comprising a vertically posi 
tioned drawer supporting member of sheet" metal 
having a strap pierced - therefrom and bent in 
spaced relation to one face thereof, an upwardly 
extending tongue pierced from the Supporting 
member below the strap and bent to spaced rela 
tion to the same face of the supporting member, 
a bracket having a horizontal legs to which is 
pivotally attached a latching member and also 
having a vertical leg with an upwardly and out 
wardly extending lip and at its - lower terminal end 
provided with a centrali notch, the vertical leg 
of the bracket. receivable between the Strap - and 
the face of the supporting member with the lip 
located outwardly below the strap, the lower end 
of the bracket receivable between the tOngte and 
the face of the supporting member with: the notch 
end of the bracket straddling the base : of the 
tongue. - --. . . . . . :: 
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