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R IR
This invention relates to-improvements in win-
dow curtains. More particularly it provides win-
dow curtain structures having provision for sim-
ply -and - quickly lengtRening a ‘curtdin -a prede-
termined substantial amount when desired. For
-example, if a curtain seetion embodying the in-
vention-is too short for a particular window ecas-
‘ing with which it is to be ‘associated, it may be
quickly lengthened a predetermined amount with-
out affecting the appearance of the eurfain sec-
tion or, when a curtain section is to be laundered
‘for thefirst time, it may be lengthened before or
after ‘laundering to- add lensth’ approx1mat1ng
the normal shrmkage Whlch results from laun-
dering.
Window curtains- customarlly' are ‘not pre-
shrunk. Hence there is substantial shrinkage in-
cident to the first laundering. When a curtain-
stretching frame is available, the curtain sections
may be stretched on the frame while wet and be
permitted to dry in the stretched condition; there-
by avoiding any substantial changes in -dimen-
sions due to shrinkage. However, use of stretch-
ing and drying frames takes considerable time
and care to properly mount a curtain section
thereon, and a stretching frame.is not available
in a great majority of homes. Tt is desirable,
therefore, to provide window curtains which may
be washed and-ironed according to general laun-
dering procedures with built-in " provision for
compensating for shrinkage incident to the initial
laundering. .Also, it freduently happens that
lengthening .of curtams is.desired apart from any
question of shrinkage.
It is among the dbjects of the present inven-
tion to. provide window. curtains which readily
may be lengthened. a predetermlned amount by
_rx;erely pulling olit, a row of stitehes at top or bot-
tom or hoth, thereby .to.gdd the predetermined
length or lengths to the main body of the curtain
panels. witheut affecting in any way the general
appearance of the curtaing whem mounted. A
multi-thick band of the culgta_m material is pro-
-vided at the top or bottom of each curtain section
or. panel or at both top and bottom, with the
excess thickness at the top hidden behind the
qustqmary rod pocket or casing, and,-if at the
bottom;. hidden behind the usual wide hem. The
excess thicknesses are maintained by one or more
rows of chain stitches: or the like and may be

released to.join the main body of the panel by
merely pulhng out the row or rows .of chain
stitehing:

Another object of the mventmn is to. prov1de
a window curtam seetion or panel having hidden
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excess material ‘releasably secured in g band
across an end portion of the section, with means
at the rear side of the section releasably securing
the means for releasing the said excess material.
According to the invention, the excess material
is releasably held by chain stitching, ‘and a pull
thread of the chain stifching is releasably "se-
cured by a sheet member ‘which falls away from
the curtain section when the excess material is
released into the main ‘body of the panel.

A further object is to provide a ‘curtain section

or-panel having excess material conicealed at the

rear side of an end region' theerof, with pull-ouy

stitches maintaining the exeess material infolded

relation and -adapted to release the excess mate-
rial into the main- body 'of the panel as a result
of pulling an gccessible end p01t10n of a thread

‘of the pull-out stitches.

It is a-feature of the invention that the pull-
thread at the rearside of the curtain section may
be red or any other color to distinguish it from
other threads in the curtain, and the sheet mem-
ber for releasably securing the end portion of
the pull-thread may have instructions thereon
for letting ‘down- or lengthening the section.

It is, moreover, my purpose and object gen-

-erally to improve the structure and adaptability

of window curtains.
In the accompanying drawing:
Fig.1 is a front elevation of the tpper end por-

‘tion of a curtain section or panel embodying

features of the invention;
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the right-hand

‘corner portion of the-cutrtain section of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view, somewhat dia-
grammatic, on line 3—3 of Fig. 2, on a larger
scale;

Fig. 4 is' g view similar to Fig. 3 but showing
the excess material released and dropped down
into the main body of the section or panel;

Fig. 5 is an edge elevation of a modified form
with the excess folds of material secured in place
at the top band;

Fig. 6-is g view similar to Fig. 5 but w-1th the
excess folds released and dropped into the main
body of the panel;

Fig. 7 is an: edge elevation of another modi-
fication showing exeess folds secured at the top
band; and

Fig. 8 is a rear elevatlon of ’r,he curtain section
of Pig. 1.

Referring to the drawmg, the curtain body or
panel 10 is representative of curtain panels gen-
erally, and is shown -as having an inner. edgs
rufle §2 and an outer edge hem i4. A depending
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ruffle 16 may extend across the upper portion of
the panel or, if desired, the ruffie {6 may be
applied so as to have its main width disposed
generally above the rows of stitching 33 which
secure the rufile to the panel, or may be omitted
entirely, as in the modifications of Figs. 5-8.

According to the invention either the top or
bottom end portions of the panel, cr both top
and bottom end portions, may be extended a pre-
determined amount to compensate for shrinkage
or to change the length .of the panel for any
other reason. As herein represented in Figs. 1-4,
the upper end portion of the panel {8 is folded
to provide a top band having four thicknesses
of the panel material as indicated at 20, 22, 24,
26 in Fig. 3. Preferably the top edge margin
is folded upon the adjacent panel stock as ab 28,
comparable to a hem, and this hem 28 is buried
within the lower edge fold -between the thick-
nesses 22, 26, and the hem and the thicknesses
22, 26 are stitched together as at 38. The stitches
20 also may secure the top ruffle 16 in place,
or the ruffie may be separately stitched. Another
row of stitches 32, inward from the top edge of
the band, has its stitches extending only through
the thicknesses 26, 24, so that a usual curtain-
rod pocket. 34 is provided by the thicknesses 285,
24 between the stitches 30, 32.

Still another row of stitches 36 has its stitch
threads extending through all of the thicknesses
20, 22, 24 and 26 and through a member 38 of
sheet material at the rear side of the top band
of -the curtain. While the stitches 38 and 32
preferably are lock-stitches, or other comparable
stitches of more or less permanent nature, the
stitches 86 preferably are chain stitches or the
like, for a purpose which presently will appear.
The chain stitching 36 may start from either the
-inner or outer edge and run all the way across
the curtain section, and the member 38 is stitched
in place by the final few stitches of the row,

herein shown at the outer edge of the panel (8.

It is a well known. characteristic of chain-

‘stitching that the end of the thread which se-
cures the stitches in succession must be secured
at the end of a row of such stitching to avoid &
pulling out of the stitches merely by pulling the
end of the thread. 'The invention utilizes this
characteristic of chain stitching to provide a cur-
tain panel which, initially, may have a particu-
lar predetermined length but which is capable of
being extended at top or bottom or both to pro-
vide extra length, or to restore the panel approx-
imately to its initial length following a normal
shrinkage of the panel due to laundering.

According to the invention, instead of knot-
ting the end of the chain-stitch thread, an end
portion of the thread is releasably held by the
member 38. Any suitable means may be provided
on member 38 for removably holding an end
portion of the pull thread. As herein shown, it
has a slit 38 (RFig. 3) extending inward from its
edge, and the end portion of the chain stitch pull
thread, indicated at 48 in Fig. 3, may be engaged
and pinched in the slit so that it is secure dur-
ing such time as the panel may be used with its
initial length, and is conveniently available for
being gripped by the fingers and released from
member 38 at such time as it may be desired to
lengthen the panel by pulling out the stitches 38
thereby to release member 38 so that it may drop
off, and to release the upper portions of thick~
nesses 28, 22 so that these thicknesses may fall
away from the top band and become a part of the
main-body of the panel as-illustrated in Fig. 4.
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The visual appearance of the curtain or panel is
the same before and after the lengthening.

When a chain stitch formed by two threads is
used, the thread which is visible at the front side
of the curtain may be of a color to blend with
the color of the curtain material, and the thread
at the rear side, which is the pull thread of the
invention,.conveniently may be red or some other
distinguishing color which may be readily visible
as the pull thread. Also, the member 38 may
contain printed directions indicating the thread
which is to be pulled when a lengthening of the
curtain is desired.

Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate a modification in which
the stitches 30’ do not extend through the thick-
ness 22. The rufie 16 of Figs. 3 and 4 also is
omitted, although a ruffie may be applied if de-
sired. When the chain stitches 38 in Fig. b
are pulled out, the thicknesses 28, 22 drop down
as before but, as seen in Fig. 6, the body panel
is a smooth continuation of the thickness 24.

In Figs. 7 and 8, two rows of chain stitches
36 are shown, and the member 38’ is held by both
rows, and both rows must be pulled out to effect
a lengthening of the panel. In other respects,
the Figs. 7 and 8 form is generally similar to
the Figs. 5 and 6 form, both rows of chain stitches
having a loose end portion of thread pinched in
slit 39" of member 38’.

It will be apparent that the invention provides
a simple yet effective means for quickly length-
ening a curtain panel by merely pulling out a
row of stitching a thread of which has an end
portion conveniently removably retained by 2
member 38 or 38’ at the rear of the panel, and
which may be designated by suitable instructions
on the retaining member and rendered distinec-
tive by its color. The same lengthening means
may be provided at top and bottom of a panel,
or at either top or bottom.

While I have illustrated the invention as hav-
ing four thicknesses of the panel material at the
region which is adapted to be let out for length-
ening the panel, it should be understood that
more or less than the illustrated number of
thicknesses may be provided so long as one or
more of the folded-over portions of the panel is
adapted to be reléased into the main body of
the panel.

Also, it should be understood that the folds at
the plural-thick extension region may be held
by any suitable securing means, and it is intended
that the invention shall not be limited fo the
stitching as illustrated. For example, those folds
which are expected to be permanent throughout
the life of a curtain may be secured by a water-

“insoluble adhesive, and the fold or folds which

are expected to be let out for lengthening pur-
poses after washing may be secured by a water-
soluble adhesive which will dissolve and wash
away during the first washing of the curtain,
thereby letting out a fold or folds which may com-~

‘pensate for shrinkage.

I claim as my invention:

1. A window curtain comprising a panel of
flexible sheet material having a rod-receiving
pocket extending across an end portion of the
panel, at least one fold of the panel material
arranged in plural thicknesses behind said pocket,
means releasably securing said plural thicknesses
in the said folded relation behind said pocket,
said means including a pull-thread for releasing
said plural thicknesses for unfoldfing into the
main body of the panel inward of said pocket,
and a generally flat element secured to the rear
side of the curtain releasably maintaining an end
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of said pull thread in g position to be readily
gripped by the fingers.

2. A window curtain comprising a panel of
flexible sheet material having an end portion
thereof folded over upon itself and stitched to
provide a rod-receiving pocket extending across
said end portion of the panel, means including a
pull thread releasably securing plural thicknesses
of the panel material in folded relation behind
said pocket, said plural thicknesses being dis-
placed from the region adjacent to the inner edge
of said pocket, and a member stitched to the cur-
tain at the rear side of said plural thicknesses of
the panel material and at one end of said pocket,
said member having clamping means thereon re-
leasably securing an end portion of said pull
thread.

3. A window curtain comprising a panel of flex-
ible sheet material having an end portion thereof
folded back and forth upon itself to provide a
multi-thick band of the panel material extend-
ing across said end portion of the panel, a row
of stitching permanently securing together the
two foremost thicknesses of said band at a loca-
tion substantially inward from the outer edge of
the band thereby to provide a rod-receiving pock-
et extending across said end portion of the panel,
another row of stitching securing together all of
the thicknesses of said band adjacent to the outer
€dge of the band, the latter said stitches being
chain stitches and including a pull thread for
pulling cut the stitches thereby to release all but
said two foremost thicknesses for a predeter-
mined lengthening of the panel, and a generally
fiat member secured to the rear side of the curtain
by said chain stitches and releasably holding a
pull-end of said pull thread.

4. A window curtain comprising a panel of
flexible sheet material having an end portion
thereof folded back and forth upon itself to pro-
vide a multi-thick band of the panel material
extending across said end portion of the panel,
a row of stitching permanently securing together
the two foremost thicknesses of said band at a
location substantially inward from the outer edge
of the band thereby to provide a rod-receiving
pocket extending across said end portion of the
pbanel, a member of flexible sheet material ar-
ranged behind said band at one end thereof, a

second row of stitching extending through all of &

the thicknesses of the band and throush said
member, the latter said stitches being chain
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stitches including a pull thread for pulling ouf
the stitches thereby to release all but said two
foremost thicknesses for a predetermined length-
ening of the panel, and means on said member
releasably securing an end portion of said pull
thread,

5. A window curtain comprising a panel of
flexible material having an end portion thereof
folded upon itself to provide a band across said
end portion of the panel having at least four
thicknesses of the panel material therein, a row
of stitching permanently securing together the
two foremost thicknesses of the band at a region
substantially inward from the outer edge of the
band thereby to provide an open-ended rod-re-
ceiving pocket across the said end portion of the
panel, a member made of sheet material arranged
behind said band at one end thereof, a s:cond
row of stitching releasably securing together all
of the thicknesses of the band and releasably
securing said member to the band, the latter said
stitches being chain stitches including a pull
thread at the rear side of the band, and means
on said member releasably securing an end por-

‘tion of said pull thread.

6. A window curtain comprising a panel of
flexible sheet material having a rod-receiving
pocket extending across an end portion of the
panel, at least one fold of the panel material ar-
ranged in plural thicknesses behind the pocket,
means securing said plural thicknesses in the said
folded relation behind said pocket, including a
pull-thread adapted to be quickly pulled free of
the curtain and to thereby release at least one
of said plural thicknesses for unfolding into the
main body of the panel, and a label held on the
rear side of the curtain by said securing means
and having a portion for releasably holding a
pull-end of said pull-thread.

CHARLES S. ROBERTSON.
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