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It is common practice to provide large outdoor ad-
vertising display panels with ornamental trim in the form
of a border frame, so that the advertising displays simu-
late framed pictures.

The present invention relates to the mounting of such
trim, 'and it has for its objects to provide simple and
novel trim attaching means that makes accurate instal-
lation of trim on a variety of panels easy, insures per-
manency of the structure, once installed, and permits
the trim to be detached as a complete, replaceable unit.

In carrying out my invention I employ special bracket
devices that are interposed between the panel structure
as a whole and the trim; and, therefore, the present in-
vention may be said to have for an object the production
of a simple and novel bracket structure for this purpose.

Still more specifically considered, an object of the
present invention is the creation of a bracket provided
with a unique arrangement of jaws or clips into which
flanges on a trim or other object may easily be inserted
and be secured permanently or otherwise.

The various features of novelty whereby the present
invention is characterized will hereinafter be pointed out
with particularity in the claims; but, for a full under-
standing of the invention and ‘of its objects and advan-
tages, reference may be had to the following detailed
description taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a panel struc-
ture embodying the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a diagrammatic view illustrating the distribu-
tion of the trim-supporting brackets along the periphery
of the panel proper; -

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing three members
separated from each other, that comstitute a double
bracket, while two of such members are adapted to co-
operate to form a complete, single bracket;

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4—4 of Fig. 1, on
a much larger scale and with only so much of the trim
as lies in the plane of the section shown separated from
the supporting bracket;

Fig. 5 is a view looking down from a point above
the bracket in Fig. 4, only the bracket being shown;

Fig. 6 is a section through the bracket on line 6—6
of Fig. 4;

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 4, on a still larger scale,
showing only the bracket and the trim, assembled and
fastened to each other;

. Fig. 8 is a side view of one of the brackets, illustrating
a slight modification;

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a modified, one-piece
bracket; and

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a corner of the border
frame or trim, with parts broken away to expose flange-
gripping clips which secure meeting ends of two frame
members together.

In the drawings I have illustrated only so much of
one of the simpler -conventional outdoor advertising
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panels, comprising a panel proper and supporting posts,
as is required to demonstrate the manner of using the
present invention. It is to be understood, however, that
the invention may be used on any other conventional or
suitable panel.

The conventional panel structure shown comprises a
rectangular panel proper, or body, 1 and three uprights 2
to which member 1 is affixed, the uprights extending a
little above the top of the body member. Also, as is
sometimes the case with long panels composed of rela-
tively narrow horizontal sheet metal sections, the struc-
ture shown is one wherein the panel proper is in two
sections meeting at the central upright or post.

The panel proper 1 is provided with a border frame
or trim 3 which may be of a conventional type, except as
will be explained hereinafter; the trim being made of
metal, fiber glass or other suitable material and com-
prising any desired number of pieces.

In accordance with the present invention the trim is
not fastened directly to the panel structure but to bracket
devices; which devices, in turn, are fastened to the panel.

The preferred bracket is formed of sheet metal and
is divided so as to be adjustable and be separable with-
out disturbing the connections between the same and
the trim and the panel, respectively.

A basic bracket may therefore comprise a main or
body member and a second member or foot piece, the
one to be attached to the trim and the other to the panel.
In the arrangement shown, the main bracket member 4
comsists of a web 5, not quite as long as the width of
the stock of which the trim is made and provided at
its straight front edge with a flange 6 projecting laterally
at right angles thereto.

Flange 6 should have a substantial width, an inch and
2 half or more, to provide a flat surface of considerable
area against which the trim may seat itself. ’

Web 5 is tapered, increasing in width from ‘one -end
toward the other. This widening continues only through-
out about two thirds of the length of the web, and then
a more rapid diminution in width occurs until the sec-
ond end is reached. Thus a long sloping shoulder 7 is
formed at one end of the web, behind the corresponding
end of the flange.

Flange 6 is extended beyond both ends of the web 5§
to create two tongues which are bent back and then for-
ward to create horizontally-lying U-shaped spring jaws
or clips 8 and 9, respectively; the open ends of the latter
being at the front and the clips prcper being spaced a
short distance from the corresponding ends of the web.
Holes 11 are punched or drilled through the legs of each
clip for the reception of rivets or other fastening ele-
ments.

The foot piece for the bracket device is a member 11
composed of two wings 12 and 13 standing at right angles
to each other. Wing 12 is tapersd to correspond with
the longer tapered portion of web 5. Bolts 15, passing
through wing 12 and web 5, secure these two pieces to-
gether. This connection between the two bracket sec-
tions is preferably such that the distance between flange
6 and wing 13 of the foot piece may be varied. This
may be accomplished by providing only ome bolt hole
16 for each bolt in wing 12 and two properly spaced
bolt holes 17 for the same bolt in web 5. Instead of
the double bolt holes 17 an elongated hole or slot 18,
as shown in Fig. 8, may be provided. Wing 13 contains
bolt holes, which may be transverse slots 19, for the
reception of bolts 14 to secure the devices-to a panel
proper or to the uprights or cross beams in structures-
containing cross beams.

It is preferable that the bracket devices just described
be of two kinds, right hand and left hand. :

In some situations one-piece brackets, similar to the
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two-piece brackeét in general contour, can be used with
success. Such a bracket is shown in Fig. 9, where the
body of the bracket 42 is like member 4 in the first form
except that web 5 contains no bolt holes; whereas foot
flafige 132, corfesponding to wing 13 of the first form, is
integral with the web.

The memmbers forming the border frame or irim 3 are

‘provided with rearwardly projecting flanges 26 snd 21,
respectively, at the outer and inner edges of the frame.
Wher a trim member is set against the front face of a
bracket device, the said flanges enter the respective clips
or jaws 8 and 9 6n that device. Rivets 22, or other suit-
able fastenings, extend through the holes 30 in each clip
-and through the flarige of the trim seated in that clip, as
shown in Fig. 7.
- The numbet of bracket devices employed is largely a
matter of choice. Fig. 2 illustrates a typical arrange-
ment, there being thiree brackets at each end of the panel
and brackets mounted on the uprighits above and below
the panel proper.

In order to produce a symrmetrical arrangement of
“brackets on a panel it is preferable to have right hand
and left hand brackets. Thas the bracket shown in Fig.
7 has a body portion or member like that at the right in
Fig: 3; and, in order that the webs 5 of this bracket and
the corresponding top bracket lie in the same plane, the
body member of such top bracket should be like that at
the left in Fig. 3, turned end over end to give the desired
slope to the top trim piece. A similar relation between
the brackets at the two ends of the panel is alsc desirable.

There are many ways in which complete assembling
may be done. For example, the faot pieces 11 for the
required number of brackets may be attached to a panel,
while the body members 4 of the biackets are attached
to ths back of a completed border frame or o sections
adapted to form such a frame. Fach member 4 may
then be secured to the corresponding foot piece; the slots
in the wings 13 of the foot pieces permitting limited lat-
eral adjustment of the latter 6n the panel to effect ac-
curate registration of the body portions of the bracket
devices with the foot pieces.

In the particular panel construction illustrated, the
panel ‘proper is of 4 type that calls for an adjustment of
the bracket devices which leaves thé minimum distance
between wing 13 of the foot piece and flange'6 on bracket
member 4. Whei the bracket is mounted on an upright,

the sloping shoulder 7, as shown in Fig. 4, may inake

line contact with the panel proper which therefore serves
as a gauge for setting the brackets on the uprights. Other
types of panels require that the front edge faces of the
brackets stand farther away from the front faces of the
uprights on which the brackets are mounted. In such 2
case, the range of adjustment between tha foot piece and
the bedy member ‘of the bracket permits this greater dis-
tance to be attained; the panel proper still serving, how-
ever, as a gauge which contacts the sloping shouldsrs 7.

When a-long panel propér is made in halves fhat meet
at the vertical center line of the structuie, the two halves
may be fastened together and to the central upright by
the same bracket devices. For ¢xarhple, the border frame
being also in halves, a right Hand bracket member ‘4 and
a similar, left hand member may be attached to the meet-
ing ends of the frame members, both at the top and the
bottom of the panel, and a single foot piece may have
its wing 12 insertéd betwsen the web portions § of mem-
bers 11; the wing 12 and the webs being bolied together
while the wing 13 is bolted or ctherwise secured tp the
center upright. Fig. 3 illustrates this particular arrange-
ment of bracket elements, separated frem each cther,
to form the desired double bracket.

The vertical members of the border frame may meet
the horizontal members in miter joirts as showa in Fig.
10. 1n this case the flanges 28 at the periphery of the

border frame may be fastened together at the corners of

the frame by small ‘clips 23, each of which fits over or
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embraces a small section of each of the two meeting
flanges; the clips being riveted or otherwise fastened to
the flanges. More or less similar clips 24 in like man-
ner secure together the meeting ends of flanges 21. Egch
of these clips comprises a pair of U-shaped clips similar
to those on the brackets connected together to stand at
right angles to each other; rivet holes 25, similar to thpse
in the clips on the brackets being provided in these .chps.

It will thus be seen that I have created very simple
means for and method of attaching a border trim to a
large panel, requiring. only small bolts and rivets and,
where wood uprights are encountered, wood screws, and
brackets ready to receive the bolts or screws to fasten
them to the panel structure and to receive rivets to fasten
the brackets and the trim together. After holes are
drilled in the trim a small hand tool suffices to rivet it
to the brackets. Installation is greatly facilitated by rea-
son of the double slope of the rear edges of the web
members of the brackets; one slope determining the in-
clination of the border frame or trim members with
respect to the face of the panel, whereas the other slope
serves properly to position the said members around the
display advertising. After installation the frim is solidly
backed and firmly héld, notwithstanding the use of rela-
tively small bolts and rivéts.

In the most highly developed form of the invention
the brackets are not only readily adjustable to what may
be termed variable thickness in panéls, but they are
separable so that an entire trim may be left intact upon
detachment from its panel and be ready to be put back
again quickly and egsily, whenever desired.

Also, where a trim is encountered that cannot other-
wise be held, marginal pottions may be fitted over the
ends of the brackets and the clips on the ends of the
latter, so as to be interlocked with the brackets behind
the clips.

Furthermore, in case some of the border frame or
trim members ‘are in ‘sections -aligned end to end, ‘the
samme brackets may be used to sectre such sections to
each other and to the panél. So, also, in the case of a
panel formed of a plurality of sections, placed end to end,
the brackets will serve ‘to fasten such sections together
and to uprights while serving their main purpose of trim
mounting.

1 claim: .

1. ‘A sheet metal bracket device for securing a frame-
like border trim on an outdoor advertising display panel,
which comprises-an €longated web having 2 long straight
front edge, a flange extending laterally from said edge
at right angles to the web, the metal of the flange, ex-
tended being formed ‘into ‘horizontal, U-shaped clips Iy-
ing behind the plane ‘of the flange and ‘opening forwardly,
the web increasing gradually in width from each end to
a point sometwhat ‘nearer ‘one ¢nd than the other, and a

? second flange at 'the other long ‘edge of the web.

2. A bracket device ‘as set forth in claim 1, wherein
the clips ‘proper ‘are spaced a ‘short distance from the
corrssponding ends of the web.

3. A bracket device to secure together and support the

' meeting ends of two aligned sections of a border trim

on an outdoor advertising -display panel, which com-
prises two main members and a foot member, each main
member being in the form of 2 web having a long flange
of considerable width t0 engage the back of the trim,
the foot member being in the form ‘of two ‘wings at right
angles to each other, one of said wings'being between and
engaged with said webs, detachable fastenings extending

through the webs and the intérposed ‘wing, and forwardly

opening U-shaped clips on the ends of said ‘flanges to
receive and hold flanges on the trim :sections.

4. A bracket device to-secure a border trim to an out-
door -advertising -display .panel, which -comprises a :main
member and a foot member, the main member being in
the form of a long, narrow web element having at the

long front ‘edge,a.ﬂange of consideraﬁ_b]e width .to engage.
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the back of the trim, the foot member being in the form
of two wing elements at right angles to each other and
one of which lies flat against said web element in the
space between said flange and the second wing, forwardly
opening U-shaped clips on the ends of said flange, one
of the two elements that lie flat against each other con-
taining a slot, and a bolt passing through such elements
at such slot to secure the main member and the foot
member together in various relative positions.

5. A bracket as set forth in claim 4 wherein the rear
long edge of the web slopes rearwardly from ths botiom
to a point somewhat above the middle and then slopes
forwardly to the upper end of the web; and wherein the
upper part of the foot member is a substantial distance
below the top of the bracket and leaves the space behind
the upper part of the web clear.

6. A bracket for securing to an outdoor display panel,
comprising a frame structure and a body member in front
of and secured to the frame structure, a trim in the form
of a border frame for the body member of the panel:
comprising an elongated web having at one long edge a
flange for attachment to the trim and at its second long
edge means to attach the bracket to the frame structure
beyond the edges of the body member of the panel, and
one end edge of said web sloping toward the opposite
end from a point near said flange to provide an inclined
shoulder for engaging the edges of panel bedy members
of various thicknesses and overlapping the faces of the
latter.

7. A bracket as set forth in claim 6, wherein the means
for attaching the bracket to the frame structure com-
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prises: a second flange element, a wing on that element
lying flet against the web, and means to attach the wing
and web together to vary the distance between the two
flanges.

8. A sheet metal bracket for securing a frame-like
border trim on an outdoor advertising display panel com-
prising a body member and supporting means therefor,
which counsists of an elongated web and two flanges ex-
tending in opposite directions from the long edges of
and at right angles to the web, one flange being adapted
ts be attached to such supporting means, and the other
flange being extended beyond the ends of the web as
tongues formed imto U-shaped clips facing away from
the flange adapted to be attached to the supporting means;
such clips being adapted to receive flanges on the inmer
and outer edges of the border trim when such trim and
bracket are assembled.
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