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This invention relates to ticket dispensing at 
theatres, games, contests or any other place where 
admission by ticket is essential, and has for its 
object to provide a new and highly efficient 
method of dispensing the tickets to the purchaser 
and automatically retaining a portion of each 
ticket for use of the seller to check the number 
of tickets sold, the type sold and the price of the 
tickets sold, yet retaining from the public, or the 
public information, which might lead to their 
knowing the number of ticket sales. This fea 
ture is covered by our co-pending patent appli 
cation Serial Number 54,472, filed in the United 
States Patent Office October 14, 1948. A further object of this invention is to provide 
an attachment which may be used in automatic 
ticket dispensing machines now on the market 
to separate the portion of the ticket which goes 
to the public from that portion which is retained 
by the theatre, or seller, for his check on the 
tickets sold. . Astill further object is to provide a new and 
highly efficient method, or means, of separating 
one strip of perforate tickets from another at the 
point of distribution the only requisite being that 
the tickets be perforate longitudinally. This de 
vice might also be used to separate strips of card 
board of any type just so long as they are perfo 
rate where it is desired to separate them. . 
These objects we accomplish with the device 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which similar numerals and letters of reference 
indicate like parts throughout the several views, 
as described in the specifications forming a part 
of this application and pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. . 
In the drawings Figure 1 is a partial section 

longitudinally of one of the separating devices 
showing how the strips are separated, parts shown 
Sectioned. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a ticket hold 
ing can showing our distributing device separating 
the tickets being dispensed from that portion 
which is being retained by the seller. 

Figure 3 is a view from that end of the device 
which is toward the tickets showing the separat 
ing and turning curve of the portion used to guide 
the retained portion of the ticket back to the 
seller. ... . . . . . . . . Figure 4 shows a sample of one type of tickets 
which might be used as covered by our co-pending 
application. 

Figure 5 is a side elevation of one of the sepa 
rating devices removed from the can. 

Figure 6 is an edge view of Figure 5. 

4 Claims. (Cl. 164-84.5) 
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they are dispensed. 
... The channel, f 5 may 

2 
Figure 7 is a top view of Figure 5. ... " 
Figure 8 is a side view of a ticket can used in 

dispensing machines which sell folded ticket strips 
showing our device in place, ' ' ' ' . 

Figure. 9 is a view of our separating device 
used on a roll of tickets which may be manually 
or machine distributed. . . . . . 
In the drawings we have shown our device as 

A, consisting of a base shown as a U-shaped 
channel, or support body, 5, having the sidewalls 
6 and 7 perforated to receive the two spaced apart 
shafts 8 and 9. These shafts 8 and 9 carry large 
severing rollers 0 and if, the rolls being of a 
thickness to match that width of the ticket which 
is passing thereunder. A central portion of the 
bottom or Web 4 of the channel support body 5 
is stamped out and turned up as a curved seg 
ment 2 with the curved portion acting as an 
initial guiding agent in connection with the rollers 
0 and for the tickets which are threaded 
under the first roller to which is the width of 
the wider section or ticket portion C, of the ticket 
strip B, and then under, the roller which is 
the width of the retained portion D of the ticket 
strip B. The position of the two rollers and the 
curved segment 2 guide and sever, the strip. 
Of course the entire ticket does not pass under 
both rollers but only under that roller which is 
the approximate width as that portion of the 
ticket passing thereunder. This form of device 
may be used to separate tickets as shown in 
Figure 9, or a curved race or guide channel 5 
may be attached to the base 4 by the bolt 4 
with the flanges keeping the narrow ticket por 
tion D within the guide channel. This channel 
is shown as substantially a half circle to guide 
the severed strip back down beside the ticket 
holding box or can E, as shown in Figures 2 and 
8. The ticket holding can E is of any usual type 
having two narrow end walls" and two wide side 
walls So as to hold a continuous strip of tickets 
fan-folded so that the can is five tickets wide. 
One feature of this device is that all rollers and 
channels are made oversize and the rollers 
mounted on the shaft with a sloppy fit to over 
come any chance of friction on the tickets as 

nel 5 may be mounted in the box 
by a pivot rod 7, or the bolt or screw 4 may 
be passed through the end of the channel and 
through the end of the box E, or in some cases 
two bolts may be used if desired, however, it is 
thought that the pivotal mounting will be pre 
ferred as the entire device may then be pivoted 
Out of the Way of the tickets when the box is be 
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ing reloaded. One other modification may be 
made which will aid in the starting of the strip 
of tickets into the severing device and that is 
the roller shown as 8 in Figure 1, however this 
is more of a convenience and is not an essential 
part of the invention but Such modifications may 
be made in the device without departing from 
the spirit of the invention or the scope of the 
appended claims. The curved segment 2 like 
wise is a convenience rather than an essential 
member as it acts as a guide to direct the major 
portion of the ticket for easy starting and 

between a major portion and a laterally posi 
tioned minor portion, comprising: a pair of paral 
lel shafts extending Substantially from One side 
wall of the receptacle to the other side wall of 

0 

threading. The ticket is fed from left to right 
in Figures 1 and 5, for example, and the major 
portion of the strip is pulled upwardly over the 
periphery of the major roller f. The minor 
roller , which is of the same diameter, holds 
the narrow portion of the strip of tickets down. . 
The actual severance of the two side by side por 
tions of the ticket strips is not performed by the 20 segment. 2 but is entirely independent of this 
turned up. lug after the device is once in opera 
tion. When the ticket is pulled upwardly and 
to the right it is severed usually while still in 
contact with the roller to but in any event a 
very short distance from the roller so that while 
the curved portion 2 is quite convenient in 
starting, the strip of tickets into the device it 
could be omitted entirely as can the small roller 8. 
Having thus described our invention we claim: 
1. In combination, a channel shaped base hav 

ing a Web and two side flanges, a pair of parallel 
transverse shafts mounted in the two side flanges 
of the base, a first roller mounted on one of said 
shafts and of Such diameter as to have its pe: 
riphery in proximity to the adjacent shaft and 
to the web of the base while leaving a space be 
tween the adjacent shaft and the roller and be 
tween the web of the base and the roller, and a 
second roller on said adjacent shaft having its 
periphery in close proximity to and clearing the 
web.and the first shaft, a guide member for de 
flecting material from the web toward the sec 
ond shaft, said guide member having a sloping 
surface extending away from the end wall, toward 
the periphery of the major roller beyond the axis 
of the roller, of the same width as the major 
roller, and entirely to one side of the minor 
roller, whereby a longitudinally perforated strip 
of tickets passing between the rollers and the 
web and then directed away from the web toward 
said adjacent shaft by said guide member will 
be held in part close to the web by the second 

the strip and the two rollers. . 
longitudinally between the points of contacts of 

5. The combination of claim 1 in which the 
two rollers are of the same diameter and together 
they substantially fill the space between the two 
side flanges of the base. - . . . ". . . . . ." 

3. An attachment for use with a motion pic 
ture.theatre ticket dispensing machine of the 
type ejecting, and severing 1, 2, 3 or more tickets 
from a continuous strip of tickets, pulling the 
tickets upwardly from a fan-folded ticket strip 
confined in a receptacle having wide side walls 
and narrow end walls, said continuous strip of 
tickets having a longitudinal line of weakness 
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the receptacle, one shaft above the other shaft 
and both shafts being adjacent one of the verti 
cal narrow end Walls of the receptacle near the 
top thereof, a major roller on the lower shaft, 
a minor roller on the upper shaft entirely to 
one lateral side of the major roller, said rollers 
being equally Spaced from said end Wall of the 
receptacle and proximate thereto to allow pas 
sage of the continuous strip of tickets between 
the receptacle end wall and the major roller, the 
two shafts being spaced so closely that the lower 
portion of the upper roller is higher than the up 
per portion of the lower (major) roller, and a 
guiding member between the major roller and 
the one end wall having a sloping surface ex 
tending away from the end wall, toward the pe 
riphery of the major roller, beyond the axis of 
the roller, of the same width as the major roller, 
and entirely to one side of the minor roller, to 
deflect the major portion of the ticket strip to 
pass between the upper shaft and the periphery 
of the minor roller as it, engages the minor por 
tion of the ticket strip whereby as the continu 
ous strip, of tickets is pulled by the ejecting 
mechanism in contact with the major roller the 
ticket strip will be severed along said longitudi 
nal line of weakness between its points of con 
tacts with the two rollers and will issue as two 
laterally severed portions. " . . 
4. A severing device comprising a motion pic 

ture theatre ticket can having wide sides and 
narrow end walls of the type used for a strip of 
fan-folded tickets having two laterally posi 
tioned portions, a pair of parallel shafts equi 
Spaced from one of the narrow end walls of the 
ticket can, a major roller on one of the shafts 
With its periphery approximate to but clearing 
the other shaft and also proximate to and clear 
ing said end wall, a minor roller on the other 
Shaft, laterally Spaced from and overlapping the 
major roller, and proximate to but clearing said 
end Wall, and guiding means between the major 
roller and the one narrow: end wall having a 
curved portion extending away from the end 
wall between the two rollers, toward the pe 
riphery of the major: roller beyond the axis 
thereof, of the same width as the major roller, 
and entirely to one side of the minor roller, for 
deflecting a portion of the ticket strip from the 

- path of th t lat ion of roller and therefore the strip will be severed 5. 9 pf the adjacent lateral portion of the ticket 
strip in contact with the minor roller and toward 
the axis thereof. 
- . . . . . . . . . ELMER, WAYNE MCGHAN: 
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