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AXBRAME (A2 25 TREATMENT OF PHOTOGRAPHIC EFFLUENT"

It is known to treat the effluent resulting
from photographic processing apparatus. Such treatment
takes the form of either neutralization where the
effluent is mixed with a neutralizing solution prior to
disposal, or evaporation where the effluent is heated
to form a precipitate and a concentrated liquid portion
prior to disposal. However, both these techniques have
disadvantages they do not account for toxic particles
which may be suspended in the solutions. Described
herein is apparatus in which photographic effluent can
be treated to provide harmless end products which can
be disposed of directly. The apparatus comprises a
mixing unit (10) in which the effluent (S1) is mixed
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with treatment chemicals (S2, S3, 5S4, Pl, P2, P3) and
is then passed to a separation unit (20) in which the
treated effluent is separated into non-toxic liquid and
solid phases. A computer (I00) is used to control all

stages of the treatment of the effluent.
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