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G03B15/00(2006.01) 1,

G06T1/00(2006.01)1i, HO4N101/00

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC
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H04N5/232, GO3B15/00, GO06T1/00,
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07 February, 2008 (07.02.08), 17-19
Y Par. Nos. [0009] to [0023], [0029] to [0Q033]; 2,9,16
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step when the document is taken alone

“Y”  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

In a comparison with JP 2006-237803 A (Konica Minolta Photo Imaging, Inc.)
that isthe prior art, the inventions in respective claims relate to (invention
1) the inventionsinclaims 1-5, 8-12, 15-19: using specific one value (maximum
value/minimum value) among multiple expression values, (invention 2) the
inventions in claims 6, 13, 20: determining whether storage is performed
by using a preferred expression value threshold and a nonpreferred expression
value threshold, and (invention 3) the inventions in claims 7, 14, 21: changing
thethresholdwhenthedifferencebetweenselectedexpressionvalues isgreater
than or equal to a given value. However, these inventions are not considered

(Continued to the extra sheet.)

L. |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-5, 8-12, 15-19

Remark on Protest |:|
the payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

as one invention nor as a group of inventions so linked as to form a
singlegeneral inventiveconcept. Therefore, atotalofthreeinventions
are considered to exist in the inventions in claims 1-21 of the present
application.
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