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To all thom it may concern, 
Beit known that I, ELM-ER CoLVILLE, Jr., 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Self-Inking 
Stamp Pads, of which the following is a 
specification. . . . . - 

This invention relates to stationery ap 
paratus, particularly to stamp pads, and has 
for its object the provision of a novel de 
vice of this character which contains within 
itself a reservoir adapted to be filled with 
ink, the reservoir having a flexible cover 

5 which will yield whenever a stamp is pressed 
onto the device and which will operate to 
cause ejection of the ink within the reser 
voir so that the ink will saturate the pad and 
keep it in proper condition for protracted 
S8. - 

An important and more specific object is 
the provision of a device of this character 
which is provided with means whereby the 
supply of ink within the reservoir may be 
replenished from time to time whenever 
such becomes necessary to maintain the prop 
er feed to the absorbent portion of the pad. 

Aun additional object is the provision of 
a device of this character which will be sim 
ple and inexpensive to make, highly efficient 
in use, durable in service and a general im 
provement in the art. 
With the above and other objects and ad 

vantages in view the invention consists in 
the details of construction to be hereinafter 
more fully described and claimed and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de 
vice showing the cover in open position, 

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of 
Figure 1, 
Figure 3 

Figure 1. - 
Referring more particularly to the draw 

ings the numeral 10 designates a box like 
receptacle upon which is hinged a cover 11. 
These elements may be constructed of tin 

is a section on the line 3-3 of 

or any other suitable sheet metal, enameled, 
painted or otherwise treated to have a pleas 
ling appearance. 

Located within this box like casing is a 
correspondingly shaped reservoir 12 which is 
likewise constructed as an elongated rec 
tangular box which may be of zinc or other 
material which will not corrode when sub 

jected to the action of ink. This reservoir 
is made in such a way that all sides there 
of are closed, except that the top is formed 
with a plurality of holes 13 for the outlet 
of ink, and with a filling opening 14 sur 
rounded by an upstanding flange 15 which 
is internally threaded. This filling opening 
is normally closed by a removable plug or 
cap 16 which is screwed into the flange 15. 

Disposed upon the top of the reservoir 
12 are layers 17 of felt or other equivalent 
absorbent material which layers are formed 
with registering openings for the passage of 
the flange 15. These layers are of the same 
length and width as the top of the reservoir 
and are held associated therewith by means 
of a covering 18 of any suitable fabric 
which is likewise provided with an opening 
for the passage of the flange 15 and which 
has its edges brought down outwardly of 
the sides and ends of the reservoir and held 
between the reservoir and the outside box 
10 which is clearly shown in Figures 2 and 
3. This covering might be glued or other 
Wise secured to the bottom and sides of the 
reservoir though the fit within the outside 
box. 10 may be made sufficiently tight that 
friction will hold the parts in position. 
While it is not absolutely necessary, I 

prefer to provide a guard plate 19 of sub 
stantially triangular formation which is lo 
cated at one corner of the pad and which is 
formed with an opening for the passage of 
the flange 15. This guard has a depending 
skirt 20 which lies against the edge of the 
pan and which terminates at the upper edge 
of the box. 10. 

In the use of the device, the plug or cap 
16 is removed and the reservoir 12 filled 
withink of the proper kind. In actual prac 
tice the device is made of such size that this 
reservoir is filled by the contents of an ordi 
nary ink bottle. It is also intended that the 
felt pads be initially thoroughly saturated 
with ink. When the device is in operation, 
or active service, every time a stamp is 
pressed upon the pad, the top wall of the 
reservoir will yield and this will result in 
forcing out ink which will pass through the 
openings 13 and saturate the felt pads and 
the fabric cover so that the device is con 
stantly reinked as it is used. This is bound 
to keep the pad in proper condition so that 
it will not dry out. A distinct advantage is 
that there is no necessity for reinking from 
the top, as the ink is always poured into the 
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reservoir and automatically discharged 
therefrom for saturating the absorbent ma 
terial. 
While I have shown and described the 

5 preferred embodiment of my invention it is 
of course to be understood that I reserve the 
right to make such changes in the form, 
construction and arrangement of parts as 
will not depart from the spirit of the in 

10 vention or the scope of the subjoined claims. 
I claim: 
1. A device of the character described 

comprising a box like case having a cover, 
a reservoir within the case having a perfo 

i5 rated top and provided with filling means, a 
pad of absorbent material upon the top of 
the reservoir, the pad including a plurality 
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of layers of absorbent material, and a fabric 
covering disposed over the layers of ab 
sorbent material and extending against the 
sides and ends of the reservoir and secured 
between the same and the bottom of the 
casing. 

2. A device of the character described 
comprising an outer box like casing having a 
cover, a receptacle located within the casing 
and constituting a reservoir for ink, said 
receptacle having its top perforated, a pad 
of absorbent material held on the top of said 
receptacle, and a filling neck carried by the 
receptacle, extending through the absorbent 
material and normally closed by a cap. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
ELMER COLVIILE, Jr. 
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