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This invention relates to fasteners adapted for 
use in binding files and particularly to a fastener 
having an improved keeper to lock and cover the 
prongS Of the fastener. 

File fasteners of the type to which the present 
invention relates include a base with prongs at the 
ends thereof which may be inserted through holes 
punched in the sheets to be bound. To hold the 
file securely various forms of keepers have been 
devised. These usually have openings through 
which the prongs pass and holding devices adapt 
ed to engage and lock the ends of the prongs. The 
keeperS are often relatively expensive. Some 
times considerable manipulative skill is required 
to operate them effectively. Many of the pro 
posed forms of keepers are ineffective and prac 
tically useless. 

It is the object of the present invention to pro 
vide a simple, effective and inexpensive device 
which can be applied with the minimum of skill 
and effort to lock and cover the prongs of a fas 
tener, affording a comparatively smooth surface 
on the face of the file and avoiding the possibility 
of loosening of the fastener in the file and the 
tearing of sheets by contact with free ends of 
the prongS. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent as it is better understood by 
reference to the following specification and ac 
companying dra Wing, in Which 

Fig. 1 is a sectional view through a file illus 
trating the application of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of a keeper embodying the 
invention; 

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a plan view showing the application of 

a keeper to the prongS; 
Fig. 6 is a plan view showing a slightly modified 

form of the keeper; 
Fig. 7 is a plan view showing another modified 

view of the keeper; and 
Fig. 8 is a plan view indicating the method of 

applying the keeper. 
The fastener comprises a, base 5 and prongs 6 

which project through holes in the file 8 con 
sisting of the sheets to be bound. The prongs 6 
are bent toward each other above the file 8 to 
hold the sheets together. The fastener may be 
made of any suitable material. It is preferably 
formed of metal such as a low carbon steel which 
may be bent readily and has only slight elasticity. 
Other materials may, however, be used. 
The keeper 9 may also be made of Steel, but 

preferably it is formed from non-metallic mate 
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rial such as a relatively stiff, tough product known 
as fiber board. “Celluloid' and various plastics 
may be used instead. Any sheet material which 
is Suficiently resistant to abrasion and Wear and 
is stiff and resilient is suitable for the purpose 
of the present invention. 

Referring to Figs. 2 to 5 and 8 of the drawing, 
the keeper 9 comprises a base portion extending 
longitudinally along one side, a central flap 8 
adapted to overlie the portions of the prongs 
Which aire bent upon the top of the file 3, and eld 
lugs and ' extending at right, angles to the 
base portion and adapted to slip under the prongs 
6. Between the central flap f and the lugs 
and are slots 2 and 2' extending to enlarged 
openings 3 and 3' which embrace the prongs 6 
When the keeper is in locking position. Prefer 
ably, though not essentially, the keeper 9 may 
have an embOSSed portion 4 affording a channel 
in which the ends of the prongs 6 can be disposed. 
Such a channel will assist in holding the keeper 
in place by engagement with the prongs. 
To further ensure retention of the keeper, the 

lugs may have a shoulder 5 forming, with an 
extension 6, a recess to receive the prong 6. 
The lug may have its lip T bent slightly up 
Ward from the plane of the keeper so that when 
the lug is inserted beneath the prong 6 it will 
Spring upwardly, engage the edge of the prong, 
and thus hold the keeper until the lip is depressed 
to release the keeper. 
The procedure in applying the keeper will be 

apparent upon reference to Fig. 8. The ends of 
the prongs 6 being bent above the top sheet of 
the file 8, one of the lugs f is inserted beneath 
the prong at the left So that the prong rests 
between the shoulder 5 and extension 6. The 
end of the prong enters the slot 2 and the flap 
0 overlies the ends of the prongs. The keeper is 
moved in the direction indicated by the arrow 
until the other prong enters the slot 2'. The 
lug Will pass beneath the prong 6 and the 
lip Will spring upwardly to hold the keeper in 
place. 
As indicated in Fig. 6, the shoulder 5 (Fig. 2) 

may be omitted though it is a desirable adjunct 
of the device. The parts and operation are other 
Wise as hereinbefore described, the same reference 
nunerals being applied thereto. 

In Fig. 7, the device as illustrated in Fig. 2 is 
modified by the addition of a shoulder 8 co 
Operating With an extension 9 to afford a recess 
for the prong 6. Otherwise the device is identical 
With the keeper as shown in Fig. 2 and the same 
reference numerals are used. However, in using 
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this form of the device it is necessary to flex it 
slightly at the middle portion to engage and 
disengage the shoulder 8 from the lug. In this 
form, the bending of the lip may be avoided 
if desired, as the shoulders 5 and 8 will effec 
tively prevent premature release of the keeper. 
The various forms of keepers as described are 

inexpensive and particularly effective both as 
locking means for the prongs and in affording 
a cover and protection against inadvertent con 
tact with the prongs. The device may be used 
without skill and it can be applied and removed 
With slight effort and quickly. 

Warious changes may be made in the form and 
construction of the device Without departing 
from the invention or Sacrificing the advantages 
thereof. 
I claim: 
1. A keeper for file fasteners having a central 

flap and end lugs separated from the flap by 
Slots terminating in enlarged openings, one of 
the lugs having a shoulder and an extension 
forning a recess at the end of the keeper. 

2. A keeper for file fastenei's having a central 
flap and end lugs separated from the flap by slots 
terminating in enlarged openings, the flap being 
enbossed between the enlarged openings to af 
ford a channel, One of the lugs having a shoulder 
and an extension forming a recess at the end of 
the keeper. 

3. A keeper for file fasteners having a central 
fiap and end lugs separated from the flap by 
slots terminating in enlarged openings, both lugs 
having shoulders and extensions forming recesses 
& the ends of the keeper. 

4. In binding means for paper's or the like of 
tie type comprising a base member having 
prongs projecting substantially normally there 
fl'Orin and adapted to extend through sheets of 

5 

0 

5 

2,336,681. 
paper and to be bent towards one another Over 
the papers and a keeper for the bent-ower prongS; 
the improvement which comprises a keeper in 
cluding a base portion extending along one side 
thereof, a central flap, and a lug at each end, 
each end lug extending from the base portion at 
Substantially right angles and being Separated 
from the central flap by a slot extending in 
Wardly from the side of the keeper opposite the 
base portion, the combined length of the cen 
tral flap and the end lugs in a plane extending 
through the base and prongs being Substantially 
equal to the distance between the portion of the 
prongs incrmal to the base, the end lugs being 
adapted to underlie, respectively, the bent-over 
portions of the prongs adjacent their lines of 
bend, and the central flap being adapted to over 
lie the ends of the prongS. 

5. In binding means for papers or the like of 
the type comprising a base member having 
prongs projecting Substantially normally there 
from and adapted to extend through sheets of 
paper and to be bent towards one another over 
the papers and a keeper for the bent-over prongs; 
the in provement which comprises a keeper hav 
ing a central flap and a lug at each end separated 
from the central flap by a slot extending inward 
ly from a side of the keeper and terminating in 
an enlarged opening, the combined length of the 
central flap and the end flaps in a plane extend 
ing through the base and prongs being Substan 
tially equal to the distance between the portion 
of the prongs normal to the base, the end lugs 
being adapted to underlie, respectively, the bent 
Over portions of the prongs adjacent their lines 
of bend, and the central flap having an embossed 
portion adapted to overlie the ends of the prongs. 
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