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My invention relates to bookcases and consists 

in a novel arrangement of shelves containing a 
much greater number of books than would be ac 
commodated in a conventional bookcase of com 
parable dimensions. My invention also includes 
a novel hanging bookcase section suspended with 
in a larger case of substantial height and ar 
ranged to assume an angle at Which the books 
are presented conveniently and rendered more 
accessible. It is Well known that in floor-to-ceil 
ing bookcases the lowermost books, Substantially 
below the normal eye level, cannot be clearly seen 
nor removed and replaced without substantial 
stooping and bringing the eyes and body down to 
a level approaching the floor. The primary object 
of my invention resides in the production of a 
new and improved bookcase of this type in which 
all the books therein can be clearly viewed and 
conveniently removed and replaced from a nor 
mal position at the front of the bookcase, 
I have observed that books are generally pub 

lished in two sizes, octavo or duodecimo, i. e. 
roughly six inches by nine inches, or five inches 
by seven inches. The conventional bookcase is 
designed to accommodate octavos, and a great 
deal of Space is Wasted. When a row of duodecimos 
is placed on a shelf. 
One object of my invention is to provide a 

bookcase in which both tall and short books can 
be placed with the utmost economy of space, 
Separate shelves being provided for the octavos 
and duodecimOS. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

bookcase having a lower section pivotally mount 
ed to hang at an angle from the case to present 
a view of the books to one looking down from 
above. Thus, in a bookcase of substantial height 
the contents of the lowermost shelves can be ob 
served without stooping. 
An important feature of my invention consists 

in a staggered arrangement of wide and narrow 
shelves; shorter books can be carried on inner 
narrow shelves, while taller books are carried on 
the outer portions of wider shelves, the upper 
portions of the taller books overlapping the bot 
tom portions of the shorter books, 
These and other objects and features of my 

invention will more readily be understood and 
appreciated from the following detailed descrip 
tion of the preferred embodiment thereof selected 
for purposes of illustration and shown in the ac 
companying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation of a book 
case constructed according to my invention, and 
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carried by the side members 0. 

Fig. 2 is a view in 
2-2 of Fig. 1. . . . 
Two side members 0 of plywood or other Suit 

able material are capped by a top shelf f2 and 
joined by a base 4. These members with a back 
member 8 of slightly thinner stock constitutes 
the stationary firm and rigid frame of the book 
case Which is spaced from the floor by legs 6. 
Each of the sides 0 is provided with three paral 
lel rows of holes 20 which receive pegs 22 for 
Supporting the shelves in the upper section of 
the bookcase. Carried by the pegs 22 are three 
shelves 24 equal in width to the width of the 
sides 0. I also provide three narrower shelves 
26 disposed flush. With the back 8 and interposed 
between pairs of Wide shelves. 24. 
I have shown a row of tall books 28, repre 

senting the octavo size, carried on one of the wide 
shelves 24 and a row of shorter books 30, repre 
senting the duodecimo size, carried on one of the 
inner narrower shelves 26. From an examination 
of Fig. 1 it will appear that the rows of books 
overlap somewhat, but the upper portions of the 
books 30 are plainly visible, and the titles thereof 
can be easily determined Without disturbing any 
of the books. When it is desired to remove one. 
of the short books 30, the tall book directly in 
front of it is first removed, thus permitting ac 
cess to the desired book On the inner shelf. The 
overlapping arrangement is important because it 
saves height, and a bookcase constructed accord-, . 
ing to my invention will accommodate more books 
than a conventional case of comparable height. 
Within the main bookcase and below the 

shelves of its upper Section is a hanging lower 
section which Swings out by gravity on a rod 36 

The hanging 
section includes side members 38, a top 40, and a 

cross-section along the line 

back 44. A bottom shelf 42 is connected across . 
the lower ends of the side members 38. Peg holes 
46 are formed in parallel rows in each side mem 
ber 38, receiving pegs 48 which support a shelf 
50. The rod 36 runs through the upper front 
corners of the side members 38 with the result 
that the section normally hangs at a forwardly 
inclined angle with respect to the sides ?o. Thus 
the books are presented so that they may be in 
spected by One looking down at them from above, 
and this eliminates the necessity for stooping 
Over to find a book on one of the lower shelves, 
A stop 52 of triangular section is secured to the 

base 4 and cooperates with a similar stop 54 
secured to the bottom of the lower shelf 42. 
When the hanging shelf section is pushed into 
vertical position, the stops meet, and the hanging 
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section may be held in place by knobs or turn 
buttons 56 secured to the side members 0. The 
movable lower section is of such width or depth 
as to fit in flush relation within the bookcase 
frame, with its back 44 substantially in contact 
with the back 8 of the frame. I also contem 
plate Substituting a spring latch for the knobs 56, 
and doubtless many other means for holding the 
Swinging Section. Within the main case Will Sug 
gest themselves. It will be apparent that all the 
books in the bookcase illustrated can be clearly 
viewed and conveniently removed and replaced 
from a normal eye vision position at the front of 
the bookcase when the lowermost compartment 
38 is tilted outwardly-forwardly to the position 
illustrated in Fig. 2. 

Having thus described my invention. What I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is, 
A bookcase of the type described, comprising a 

housing embodying Spaced and parallel side walls 
extending vertically to a substantial height from 
the floor, a box-like book-holding section within 
the lowermost portion of the housing adjacent to 
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the floor and embodying Spaced and parallel side 
walls respectively adjacent to the said side Walls 
of the housing and cooperating bottom and rear 
walls for supporting books in Vertical position, 
means pivotally supporting the book-holding Sec 
tion on and within the housing for movement 
about an axis extending through the top front 
corner portions of the side walls of said Section 
and on which pivotal support the section normal 
ly hangs from said means with its bottom por 
tion swung outwardly-forwardly of the housing, 
means for holding the Section swung back into 
the housing, and a plurality of relatively spaced 
and horizontal book-holding shelves between and 
supported on the side walls of the housing above 
the said lowermost portion thereof, the arrange 
ment being such that all books in the bookcase 
can be clearly viewed from a normal eye vision 
level at the front and books removed and replaced 
from a normal standing position when said sec 
tion is swung to its position outwardly-forwardly 
of the housing. 

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER. 
  


